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Dear Delegates,
We are delighted to welcome you to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) Committee of the Amsterdam University College Model of the United Nations
2022. We are looking forward to finally meeting all of you in person, as Covid-19 has kept
us too far apart.
Over the past several months, the world has witnessed disturbing and convulsive
developments. The Russian invasion of Ukraine and the Taliban taking control of
Afghanistan stressed the critical importance of developing a comprehensive refugee scheme
and strengthening the diverse legal mechanism at hand.
As the world observes, individuals are fleeing to neighbouring countries seeking
protection and shelter as Russian forces surround key Ukrainian cities and target civilians,
directly or indirectly. While in Afghanistan, the Taliban ensnares citizens and prevents them
from immigrating or seeking asylum worldwide.
This study guide will cover some of the most pressing refugee rights concerns,
emphasizing climate change and displacement, countering toxic stereotypes about refugees
and migrants, economic participation of refugees, and refugee access to education.
We hope you make the most of this study guide and look forward to seeing the results of
your efforts and the creative and unique ideas you will originate.
Keep Khaled Hosseini's words in mind:
“Refugees are mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, children, with the
same hopes and ambitions as us—except that a twist of fate has
bound their lives to a global refugee crisis on an unprecedented
scale.”

ACOMUN 2022

We look forward to meeting you all soon!
Yours, AUCMUN 2022, UNHCR committee Chairs.
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Introduction – Refugee crises around the world
Violent conflicts such as the Russian-Ukrainian war, Syrian civil war, the ongoing conflicts
in Afghanistan, the widespread militia activities in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
and the Sahel region, as well as climate change and natural disasters, as one of the key
“modern-time” reasons for the internal and external displacement of people, heighten
apprehension concerns regarding the treatment and protection of refugees.
On February 24th, 2022, Russia invaded the free, independent and democratic state
of Ukraine. With the invasion, a new refugee group emerged. Instantly thereupon,
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (The UNHCR) has declared
the highest degree of refugee emergency possible – Level 3 Emergency. According
to the UNHCR, over 2.5 million people have fled Ukraine, with the number
predicted to double.
The heartbreaking images of frightened mothers carrying their children trying to seek
shelter in the neighbouring countries, after fleeing the raging war, through extreme weather
conditions are not new to the world. However, the Russian-Ukrainian war successfully
captured the world's attention.
Hungry, The Republic of Moldova, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and other Western
democracies rallied together to assist Ukrainian refugees, with ground emergency teams
first and foremost providing them with protection, shelter, medical support, sanitation, basic
essential nutrition, and legal assistance.
With the backdrop of the 2011 Arab Spring across the Arab world, the still ongoing
Syrian civil war between the Syrian Arab Republic, led by President Bashar alAssad, and different domestic and foreign groups erupted on March 15, 2011.

Consequently, the Syrian economy collapsed, and the civilians are in desperate for
humanitarian aid. Almost half of the schools have been damaged or destroyed hence more
than two million children are out of school. Syria is still an unsafe home for many and
most Syrian refugees live below the poverty line.
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The catastrophic scenes from Syria of destruction and devastation attracted
significant attention from the western media. Especially, when it was reported that Assad's
regime used chemical weapons including sarin, mustard gas, and chlorine gas, as well as
cluster bombs and thermobaric weapons against civilians.
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It is estimated that the war led to almost half a million fatalities, with at least 5
million refugees worldwide. Syrian refugees mostly seek asylum in Turkey, Lebanon,
Jordan, Iraq, Egypt and Europe.
From 1978 to the present, the continuing conflicts in Afghanistan resulted in
the displacement of over 5 million people. Millions of Afghan refugees fled
to neighbouring countries: Iran, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and
Turkmenistan.
On August 15, 2021, with the United States military withdrawal, the
Taliban captured the Afghan capital city, Kabul, and seized control of the
presidential palace after former President Ashraf Ghani fled the country. As the Taliban
entered Kabul, thousands of people tried to flee the country unsuccessfully.
According to the United Nations, Taliban forces were responsible for a significant
number of civilian fatalities and injuries in the first six months of 2021. Taliban’s attacks
included mostly assassinations and deadly bombings resulting in unlawful killings,
enforced disappearances, and violations of the laws of war.
According to the United States Institute of Peace, Afghanistan is now facing one of the
worst humanitarian crises in the world. Its economy has collapsed, and western
governments have suspended funding since the Taliban administration comprises designated
terrorists.
Therefore, Millions of Afghans face acute malnutrition and starvation while the Taliban
lack capacity to manage these challenges.
The ongoing violent conflicts, widespread militia activities, and unrest in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo ("DRC") result in internal and external
population displacement.

According to the UNHCR, there are over one million refugees and asylum seekers
from DRC, while the Council on Foreign Relations (US) estimates that there are over 4.5
million internally displaced individuals, half of whom are children.
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Following the genocide of Tutsis by the Rwandan (Hutu) government in 1994,
as well as the First and Second Congo Wars, a peace agreement was signed in
2002. However, violence and hostilities have continued in many regions of the
country.
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Figure 2 Sahel region of Africa. Derived from Natural Earth data. Projection: Lambert Conformal Conic, CM: 14E, SP: 10N, 25N

In the recent decade, violent conflicts and climate disasters have extended over the Sahel
region. Hence, the humanitarian situation in the region was declared a humanitarian tragedy.
According to the UNHCR, the Sahel region is facing one of the fastest-growing displacement
crises in the world.
According to the Norwegian Refugee Council as of March 2019, 4.2 million people have
been displaced from their homes in the countries of the Sahel region – one million more than
at the same time in 2018.

Thousands of people hide, flee Villages and seek shelter in bigger towns, shelter
communities that host many families lack water and food, while the number of internally
displaced people keep
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The humanitarian funds are way behind the humanitarian emergency in the area,
and millions in Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali and Niger are internally displaced. Jihadist armed
groups overrun and destroy villages, kill men and boys, force community leaders to abandon
the villages, steal livestock, rape and terrorize women.
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The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (or UNHCR) works to ensure that
everybody has the right to seek asylum and find safe refuge; having fled violence,
persecution, war or disaster at home.
The UNHCR was created in 1950, during the aftermath of the Second World War, to help
millions of Europeans who had fled or lost their homes. They had three years to complete the
work and then disband.
In 1954, UNHCR won the Nobel Peace Prize for its ground-breaking work in Europe. In
1956, during the Hungarian Revolution, 200,000 fled to neighbouring Austria. Recognizing
the Hungarians as 'prima facie' refugees, UNHCR led efforts to resettle them. This uprising
and its aftermath shaped the way humanitarian organisations would deal with refugee crises
in the future.
During the 1960s, the decolonization of Africa produced the first of that continent’s
numerous refugee crises and the number of uprooted people in Asia and Latin America
increased over the following two decades.
In 1981, we received a second Nobel Peace Prize for what had become worldwide assistance
to refugees.
The start of the 21st century has seen UNHCR help with major refugee crises in Africa,
the Middle East and Asia. They have also been asked to use their expertise to help many
internally displaced by conflict and expanded our role in helping stateless people.
In some parts of the world, such as Africa and Latin America, the 1951 Refugee Convention
has been strengthened by additional regional legal instruments.
UNHCR now has more than 17,878 personnel working in 132 countries. Our budget,
which in its first year was US$300,000, grew to US$8.6 billion in 2019.

The committee was developed in 1950, and has since faced multiple crises on multiple
continents, and provided vital assistance to the following people:
● Asylum seekers
○ An asylum-seeker is an individual who is seeking international protection.
● Internally displaced people
○ The internally displaced seek safety in other parts of their country.
● Refugees
○ Refugees are people fleeing conflict or persecution.

ACOMUN 2022

Who and how?
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● Stateless people
○ Stateless people do not have a nationality and can struggle to realise their
human rights.
● Returnees
○ Returnees are people who have finally returned home.
The UNHCR believes every human being deserves a life free from persecution and
discrimination, thus safeguarding all individuals is crucial. Protection, shelter, health and
education are the main means the UNHCR uses to heal broken pasts and build brighter
futures.
The 5 core directions the committee decided to follow in their strategic directions of
2017-2021: Protect; Respond; Include; Empower; and Solve
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Please
read
the
UNHCR’s
Strategic
Directions
of
2017-2021:
https://www.unhcr.org/excom/announce/5894558d4/unhcrs-strategic-directions-20172021.html
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The High Commissioner
“UNHCR is navigating extraordinarily difficult waters. The combination of multiple
conflicts and resulting mass displacement, fresh challenges to asylum, the funding gap
between humanitarian needs and resources, and growing xenophobia is very dangerous.”
Filippo Grandi is the 11th United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

He also served as Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General in
Afghanistan and has worked with NGOs and UNHCR in Africa, Asia, the Middle East and
at our Geneva headquarters. He was first elected by the UN General Assembly on 1 January
2016 for a five-year term. The General Assembly re-elected him to serve until 30 June 2023.
See
this
link
for
an
overview
of
his
speeches:
https://www.unhcr.org/search?comid=56962f3d9&cid=49aea93a4c&scid=49aea93a2f&aut
hor=grandi
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Grandi was born in Milan in 1957 and has been engaged in refugee and humanitarian work
for more than 30 years. From 2010 to 2014, he served as Commissioner-General of UNRWA,
the UN Agency for Palestine refugees, having previously been its Deputy CommissionerGeneral since 2005.
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Where?
The UNHCR has personnel work in 132 countries around the world, from major capitals to
remote and often dangerous locations. Wherever refugees arrive, they work with
governments to ensure the 1951 Refugee Convention is honoured.
Just over ten per cent of their personnel are based at our Geneva headquarters. Along
with the Global Service Centres in Budapest, Copenhagen and Amman, these people provide
support for the rest of UNHCR, including key administrative functions.
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Nearly 90 per cent of their workforce is based in the field, assisting the most vulnerable
victims of displacement.
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Figure 3 source - UN Archives, https://www.unhcr.org/1951-refugee-convention.html

The Convention Relating to The Status of Refugees and its Protocol 1951 (“CRSR”)
The CRSR entered into force on April 22nd, 1954. The convention, signed by 146 states, and
its protocol are the primary legal texts on which the UNHCR rests its functions and, as well,
are the core legal documents of today’s international refugee protection.
Originally, the convention was designed to protect European refugees following World
War II. The 1967 protocol, on the other hand, revised its scope removing both the time limits
and the geographic boundaries.

According to article 1 of the convention, a refugee is someone unable or unwilling to
return to their country of origin owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons
of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political opinion.
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The CRSR focuses primarily on the rights of individuals to receive asylum and the
responsibilities of states that grant asylum. The treaty offers the most comprehensive
articulation of refugee rights on an international scale.
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The contracting states must: respect a refugee's personal status and the rights that come
with it, especially rights related to marriage; provide free access to courts; provide
administrative assistance; provide identity papers and travel documents for refugees; allow
refugees to transfer their assets; allow refugees to integrate; and many more.
Furthermore, the convention prohibits contracting states: to discriminate against
refugees; to take exceptional measures against refugees solely based on their nationality; to
require refugees to pay taxes or other charges that are different from those charged to
nationals; to impose penalties on refugees who enter illegally in search of asylum if they
present themselves promptly; to expel refugees; to return refugees to the country from which
they fled forcibly; and many other prohibitions.
UNHCR serves as the ‘guardian’ of the Convention and its Protocol. The UNHCR
expects states to cooperate in ensuring that the rights of refugees are respected and protected.

Questions:
● What challenges does the Convention raise?
● Is the convention suitable for current trends?
● Should there be new mechanisms implemented in the convention?

Other important sources
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● 1. The UNHCR website: https://www.unhcr.org
● 2. The CRSR https://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10
● 3. Source: Nations, U. (2017). About Us. UNHCR. https://www.unhcr.org/aboutus.html
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UNHCR Challenge – Climate Change Displacement
Our committee this year will take part in the
UNHCR Model of the United Nations Refugee
Challenge.
The UN Refugee agency is challenging Model United
Nations delegates to debate the major issues related to
forced displacement. These include finding durable
solutions for refugees, climate change and
displacement, ending statelessness, and protecting
LGBTIQ+ refugees. While we will focus mainly on
the first topic provided: Climate change displacement.
The resolutions that you will come up with will be put, after the sessions, before a jury
comprised of UNHCR members, young refugee leaders and independent experts. The jury
will decide which have the best ideas. These ideas will be shared with policymakers and
promoted on UNHCR’s social media platforms.
To ensure that you get the most out of our sessions and, hopefully, have the chance to
influence policymakers, we invite you to engage with the UNHCR MUN study guide on
different challenging concepts, such as: What actions can states take to address the root
causes of climate displacement? How can states mitigate the slow environmental degradation
that constitutes causing people to flee? How can states increase access to refugees to clean
and reliable forms of energy? and more.
We hope you will find both the UNHCR guide and our study guide handy.

•

You can access the challenge’s study guide here: https://www.unhcr.org/61a0fd4f4
You can find more details on the challenge here: https://www.unhcr.org/model-unrefugee-challenge.html
You can get inspired by some winning ideas from previous MUNs worldwide here:
https://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2020/12/5fd08fa74/8-winning-ideas-model-unstudents-help-refugees.html

ACOMUN 2022

•
•
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Climate change and environmental hazards are threatening the lives of many in developing
countries. The consequences of climate change are mainly the rising temperatures causing
glaciers to melt, causing rising sea levels. The increasing sea levels cause extreme
meteorological conditions such as high tides, overflow, and a greater risk of tsunamis.
According to scientists and climate experts, sea levels are rapidly rising, which
potentially will result in dangerous major city overflows worldwide in the coming century.
Furthermore, as temperatures rise, so does the danger of drought and wildfire, resulting in a
shortage of drinking water, agricultural degradation, and food insecurity. All these
eventually lead to poverty and displacement.
People are fleeing their homes, communities, jobs and lands due to the escalating
environmental threats, which have rendered many parts of the world untenable. According
to the UNHCR, water-related dangers forced 21.5 million people to flee their homes (per
year) between 2008 and 2016 (“climate refugees”).
According to the Norwegian Refugee Council, in 2020, over 30 million people were
internally displaced by disasters – over three times more than conflict and violence. Of those
displaced by disasters, 98 per cent faced weather and climate hazards.
Environmental migration is fraught with political barriers, practical impediments and
substantial legal issues. Defining “climate refugees” is one of the issues that international
decision-makers face.
People fleeing their countries due to natural disasters and climate hazards are not
considered refugees under Article 1 of The CRSR mentioned above, which states that
refugees are those who have a “well-founded fear of being persecuted because of race,
religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political opinion”.
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As a result, “climate refugees” are not legally recognized as refugees, and their rights are
limited compared to refugees’ rights, as is states’ obligation to protect refugees from
refoulement, especially.
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Questions:
● What Legal mechanisms should member states implement on international and on
national levels?
● Should member states allow climate migrants to enter their borders?
● What Environmental solutions can member states implement to address the extreme
meteorological condition?
● Should member states adopt new environmental plans?
● Are the current UN 2030 and 2050 goals enough?
● What are the risks to conflicts and violence in climate change and environmental
hazards in vulnerable areas?

ACOMUN 2022

Sources:
● The UNHCR website, Climate change and disaster displacement,
https://www.unhcr.org/climate-change-and-disasters.html
● The
UNHCR
Strategic
Framework
for
Climate
Action
2
https://www.unhcr.org/604a26d84/strategic-framework-for-climate-action
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Countering toxic narratives about refugees and migrants
Toxic Narratives: Hate Speech
Although there is no international legal definition of what hate speech is, the UN defines it
as “any kind of communication, in speech, writing or behavior, that attacks or uses pejorative
or discriminatory language with reference to a person or a group on the basis of who they
are, in other words, based on their religion, ethnicity, nationality, race, colour, descent,
gender or other gender or other identity factor.”
Incitement to violence
The UN defines this as “a very dangerous form of speech because it explicitly and
deliberately aims at triggering discrimination, hostility and violence, which may also lead to
or include terrorism or atrocity crimes.”
International law does prohibit this incitement to discrimination, hostility, and violence
Fear of the “other”
Refugees and migrants are often grouped together under the same definition in the public
minds, and this fear of the “foreigner” is often used, by certain people or politicians, as an
instrument for brokerage and as a means of polarisation.
Migrants, and asylum-seekers, can be negatively portrayed as a particularly mobile and
predatory subset of foreigners. The language used to describe this category of person is often
used carelessly, interchangeably, and generally in a negative or hostile manner.

For example, a 2016 poll by the Brookings institute in the US showed that 46% of
American who opposed accepting refugees were concerned about perceived links to
terrorism.
However statistics credible to the UN show that refugees are one of the least likely
sections of a population to get involved in violence. Because they are already seeking refuge
from violence and persecution. Because most aren’t even given the means to act upon such
acts.
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Refugees and migrants as a “threat”
The language and feelings tied to the fear of foreigners as a fear of the ‘other’ leads to the
portrayal of refugees and migrants as a threat. Especially under the far right, outsiders are
generally depicted as a threat to Western traditions, values, culture, religion, overall economy
and jobs, school places, health systems, and other public services. This is because, but not
just, that refugees and migrants are portayed as the source of terrorism and crime in
mainstream right-wing media.
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Acts of terrorism are often acted upon reasons of ideology, and refugees become targets
of these attack more often than they do attack.
Social Media
Social media plays a large part in disseminating harmful narratives which perpetrate migrants
and refugees, as well as contribute to the violence that these people are fleeing from.
In March 2018, the chair of UN’s fact-finding mission on Myanmar, who was
investigating the circumstances of the violence that drove more than 700,000 Rohingya
Muslims out of their homes, said that “social media substantively contributed to the level of
acrimony” among the wider public. Yanghee Lee, the Special Rapporteur on human rights in
Myanmar, added that “the ultra-nationalist Buddhists have their own Facebook pages, and
are really inciting a lot of violence and a lot of hatred against the Rohingya or other ethnic
minorities. I’m afraid that Facebook has now turned into a beast, and not what it originally
intended
The highly political and influential side of social media has been shown and studied for
a while: from the documentary on the Cambridge Analytica scandal during Trump's election
to studies conducted regularly in the fields of social media or digital anthropology and
sociology.
For example, two PHD students at Warwick University in the UK, who studied social
media use in Germany between 2015 and 2017 found that “during surges in online anti(im)migrant sentiment, areas with higher Facebook use and online population saw up to 50%
more anti-refugee incidents (such as violent crimes committed towards or from migrants, or
fake information hate posts) than the national average.”
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Social media has the power to push unsure portions of populations (people finding
themselves in the ‘conflicting middle’: feeling empathy towards refugees, whilst
experiencing anxieties over issues such as job security, public services, cultural change, and
terrorism) over the line, as the posts and information they read on their social media get
increasingly extremist.
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The complication of contexts, questions, and public opinion
Language has the power to highly influence someone’s opinions, views, and values. The
questions chosen to feature in national or regional polls influence the results of public
opinions, especially in correlation to the situation in the country where the study is being
conducted.

Responses and Solutions
Laws against hate speech
Although international law prohibits the incitement to discrimination, hostility and violence,
it’s difficult to call for a law to prohibit hate speech as this goes against the human right to
freedom of speech.

Combatting disinformation
Distorted, fake, or biassed information about refugees and migrants is highly prevalent
online.
Fact-checking thus plays an important role in debunking myths about refugees. There are
certain fact-checking websites such as Snopes or ‘Truth or Fiction’ that explain why certain
news is false.
In 2019, BBC and several tech firms including the tech giants Google, Twitter, and Facebook,
announced that they would fight disinformation together. The plan includes the development
of an early-warning system for organisations to alert each other rapidly when they discover
life-threatening disinformation, with the aim of undermining it before it can take hold. Which
information is considered as life-threatening, however, is up to these big companies to decide.

Countering the narrative of the ‘other’
It is important to address the fear of difference that lurks around the West. Stories in the
media which show a more humane or matter-of-fact side of refugees’ situations - as unique
individuals whose lives have been overturned by conflict or persecution - are necessary.
Although it ‘sells’ less, it is also important to highlight positive stories of generous and
compassionate people who welcome refugees: to portray in mainstream media what many
people fear (to counter the fear of the unknown).

Messages and messengers:

It is also important to include and promote the voices of migrants and refugees in public
debates as well as online.
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The UNHCR stresses the importance of having more ‘regular’ people or celebrities to speak
out on behalf of refugees and migrants: both through educating statements or positive stories,
instead of people who are more expected to do so (politicians, representatives of NGOs….).

17

UNHCR

Creating more encounters between refugees and host communities
Civil society groups worldwide have been attempting to engage with public opinion by
encouraging more contact between refugees, migrants, and host communities. These groups
encourage volunteers together and distribute items that refugees need, and organise events
that allow for connection, such as cooking and eating together.

Getting the general public involved
The UNHCR runs campaigns such as Somos Panas (We are Friends) in Colombia which
aims to reduce manifestations of xenophobia towards Venezuelans living in the country. The
campaign promotes messages of solidarity from Colombians to the Venezuelan population
in the country, as well as messages of gratitude received from Venezuelans. Since its launch
in December 2017, the campaign has reached more than 6 million people as well as over
250,000 opinion leaders and members of the government
Other campaigns have included No Stranger Place, which showcases Europeans who
took refugees into their own homes; and From Far and Wide, which profiled Canadians who
supported resettled refugees.

A call for supportive politicians
Political leadership is still extremely influential. The UNHCR is working with a coalition of
mayors and cities worldwide that encourage their citizens to be supportive of refugees.

Social Media - The good side
Some steps in the right direction came after the Cambridge Analytica scandal, which revealed
that data taken from millions of Facebook profiles had been used for political advertising
tapping into people’s fears, including about immigration.
Twitter announced in November 2019 that it would ban political advertising. Although
Facebook has not followed suit, it started flagging and banning content that supported white
supremacism and hate speech from March 2019.
Social media can also be used for good by the general public, refugee advocates, NGOs
and international organisations. For example, UNHCR also uses social media to boost its
digital campaigns and engage people with the refugees.

Promote areas and safe spaces for open communication and discussion of solutions and
initiating responses to people’s real concerns (whether they aren’t necessarily true, they are
real and influential to those people). Acknowledging that understanding and engaging with
public attitudes instead of enforcing information, even if it is true and reliable, is important.
It is crucial to also communicate within regional and local contexts.
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Acknowledging concerns
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This is especially efficient in sympathising with the ‘conflicted middle’, as listening to
their concerns and reassuring them is important.

Questions
● How can we tackle toxic narratives about refugees and migrants in the political
arena? What can political parties and movements, lawmakers, mayors, and other
public officials do?
● What other segments of society should be involved in countering toxic narratives
about refugees and migrants?
● What measure can be put in place to ensure that refugee and migrant children are
not bullied in school?

Other important sources
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● Narratives: a review of concepts, determinants, effects, and uses in migration
research:https://comparativemigrationstudies.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40
878-021-00259-9#Sec2
● OSCE and UNHCR debunking myths about migration and refugee flows:
https://www.osce.org/secretariat/481132
● Expert roundtable on shaping the public narrative on migration, 21 April 2016
https://www.ohchr.org/en/migration/expert-roundtable-shaping-public-narrativemigration-21-april-2016
● Source: Refugees, U. N. H. C. for. (n.d.). Model UN Refugee Challenge background
guide - Countering toxic narratives about refugees and migrants.
https://www.unhcr.org/getinvolved/raising-awareness/5df9f0417/model-un-refugeechallenge-background-guide-countering-toxic-narratives.html
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Economic inclusion of refugees
The Challenge
The right to work
The right to work is set out in the 1951 Refugee Convention, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, and various other regional and international instruments such as the
International Covenant on Economic, Cultural and Social Rights.
Nonetheless, refugees are not allowed to work in around 50% of asylum countries. They
are further hindered by restrictions on their movement, a lack of access to education,
restrictions on rights concerning housing and land, and a lack of access to business-crucial
services such as banking and training.

Confusion between refugees and migrants
People tend to confuse refugees and migrants, yet the two terms have distinct meanings.
Refugees are persons fleeing armed conflict and persecution and crossing borders to find
safety. They are defined in, and protected by, international law.
Migrants choose to move not because of a direct threat of persecution or death, but
mainly to improve their lives by finding work, and in some cases for education, family
reunion, or other reasons.
Blurring the two terms takes attention away from the specific legal protections refugees
require. It can undermine public support for refugees and make the numbers look less
manageable than they are.
Refugees and asylum-seekers only make up 10.6% of all international migrants, and
0.34% of the entire world population, according to UNDESA data.

Political discourse
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Refugees are often cast as an economic burden for host countries, although research provides
ample evidence that they are not. In Europe, for example, far-right parties often prey on the
fear that refugees may be taking jobs, undercutting wages and putting pressure on public
resources (e.g. hospitals, schools, transport, welfare).
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Labour exploitation:
Refugees who face obstacles to formal job opportunities may fall victim to exploitation in
the labour market. They face a broad range of challenges, including underpayment, risk of
injury, job insecurity, lack of rights and discrimination.

Refugees in developing countries
A large majority of the world’s refugees – 85 per cent – live in developing countries. The
size of the host country’s population and the strength of its economy will affect how they
cope with the economic impact of refugee flows. Countries bordering Syria, such as Turkey,
Lebanon and Jordan, have received the largest refugee populations relative to their host
populations.
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According to the OECD, South Sudan, Chad and Uganda host the largest refugee
populations as a share of gross domestic product. Eight of the top ten countries with the
highest number of refugees in relation to GDP are in Africa. Host countries with limited
economic growth and high unemployment rates need international support to cope with the
cost of refugee arrivals and to facilitate the economic integration of refugees.
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Why Economic Inclusion is Key?
Including refugees in the economies of their host countries is widely recognised as an
effective way of increasing their independence, boosting the economic health of local
communities, and restoring dignity to forcibly displaced people who have lost most (and
perhaps all) of their possessions and livelihoods.

Rebuilding lives
After fleeing war or persecution, the opportunity to work and earn a living is one of the most
effective ways people can rebuild their lives with dignity and in peace. UNHCR puts
economic inclusion at the heart of several of its core principles, including protection,
equality, access and sustainability.
Through safe work, people forced to flee can meet their families’ basic needs, maintain
their dignity, improve their self-reliance and resilience, and contribute to society – which is
what they want.

Safety
Safe employment also gives refugees the means to meet their own needs without resorting to
negative coping mechanisms, such as finding work in the grey and black economies or
putting their children to work.
It also protects them from exploitation by criminal organisations, as well as reduces the
likelihood of onward movement in search of work elsewhere.

Economic growth
Many studies show that refugees can boost the economy of the countries that host them, even
in low to middle-income countries. In Kenya, for example, UNHCR worked with the World
Bank Group on a study that found that the 180,000 refugees in and around Kakuma camp
were contributing to an economy worth US$56 million a year, sparking a programme
to encourage more private-sector investment.

Refugees with access to labour markets often enrich their host communities with their
experience and skills. Those who are allowed to go to school and progress to higher
education, including technical and vocational training, are better equipped for their futures,
whether in their host communities, after resettlement to a third country, or when they return
home.

ACOMUN 2022

Skills
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Gender equality
Employment and entrepreneurship also have a role to play in gender equality and protection.
Women with an income – and who have a physical workplace to go to – are better protected
against gender-based violence, are more independent and better able to provide for and
protect their families.
Female refugees who work also do not have to rely on an income from their children
working on the streets, enabling them to attend school instead. Yet according to a 2018 report
by the Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace and Security, in the 36 countries classified
by the World Bank as fragile and conflict-affected states, only 4 in 10 women are in paid
work, compared to 7 in 10 men.

Responses and solutions
Rights
Entrepreneurship is just one aspect of “economic inclusion”. To thrive in business and the
labour market, refugees also need reassurance that they have the same rights as locals when
it comes to access to services, administrative processes, and legal rights and protections.
Otherwise, the danger arises that refugees will split off into separate or parallel economic
ecosystems.
A list of rights that would enable refugees to work would include the granting of work
permits, the right to own property, ending restrictions on foreign ownership of businesses,
and permitting investment in refugee businesses from abroad (for example, from personal
contacts and networks in their home countries, or from other overseas private sector
supporters).

Training and resources
When refugees live in countries where their diplomas and experience are not recognized or
where their skills are not in demand, one option is to provide skills training and
apprenticeships. Refugees can be allowed access to a wide range of training programmes –
from accountancy and law to technology, financial management, marketing and investment.

Supporting host communities
Ensuring that host countries already facing economic difficulties are not left behind is a core
principle of the Global Compact on Refugees, adopted in 2018. According to the Compact:
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For example, in 2016, the German government created a programme providing regional
vocational centres with the funds to enrol refugees in a six-month apprenticeship scheme
including training in trades such as metal and electrical work, as well as language and
integration classes.
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“To foster inclusive economic growth for host communities and refugees, in support of host
countries and subject to their relevant national laws and policies, States and relevant
stakeholders will contribute resources and expertise to promote economic opportunities,
decent work, job creation and entrepreneurship programmes for host community members
and refugees, including women, young adults, older persons and persons with disabilities.”
Integrated settlements are a good example of initiatives that support the economic wellbeing of both refugees and host communities. These are areas where refugees and host
populations are provided with the same rights of access to the labour market and the same
opportunities to receive cash-based assistance, training and other resources. One example is
the Kalobeyei settlement in Kenya.

Private-sector support
The private sector has a key role to play in supporting the economic inclusion of refugees.
Businesses can offer employment and training, but also a wide range of technologies and
goods that can facilitate refugees’ access to the job market.
An example of private-sector involvement in refugees’ economic inclusion is the Tent
Partnership for Refugees, founded by Hamdi Ulukaya, CEO of Chobani, which works with
businesses to identify and understand opportunities to help refugees, in areas ranging from
employment and training to supply chains, service delivery and expertise.
Another example is the Association of German Chambers of Commerce, which has
joined forces with the government to establish a network of more than 2,000 companies,
including many small and medium enterprises, to help refugees integrate into the labour
force.

Cash-based assistance
In 2016, UNHCR began expanding cash-based assistance, giving refugees the choice in how
they spend the money and benefitting local economies as they buy essential goods in local
stores and pay for local services. It also enables them to pay their rent, buy medicines, pay
off debts and start businesses.

Integrating into a new country and finding employment, on top of recovering from the
traumatic experience of fleeing war and persecution, can be extremely difficult. Host
communities and NGOs play an important role in supporting the local integration of refugees
and helping them access the job market. Community support can take the form of legal
advice, language courses, support with writing CVs and preparing for interviews, access to
computers for job search, and so on.
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Questions
● How can we convince businesses to play their part in supporting the economic
inclusion of refugees? What are the obstacles and how can they be overcome?
● How can governments in refugee-heavy regions balance the need to support refugees
with the needs of their own citizens when it comes to employment and business? How
can the private sector help in this regard?
● How can we tackle the unfounded fear that refugees present an economic threat? How
can we counter political narratives that perpetuate this?

Other important sources
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● Refugee Livelihoods and Economic Inclusion 2019-2023 Global Strategy Concept
Note: https://www.unhcr.org/5bc07ca94.pdf,
● Local inclusion of migrants and refugees: https://www.oecd.org/regional/Localinclusion-Migrants-and-Refugees.pdf
● Locked Down and Left Behind: The Impact of COVID-19 on Refugees’ Economic
Inclusion:
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports/2020/7/6/locked-downand-left-behind-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-refugees-economic-inclusion
● Source:
BACKGROUND
GUIDE.
U.N.H.C.R
for
(n.d.)
https://www.unhcr.org/5df9f0bc7.pdf
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Refugees’ Right to Education
Children, like the economically disadvantaged, the elderly, people with disabilities, and
people with chronic health conditions, are among the most vulnerable refugee groups
worldwide. Most likely, they are the ones to suffer the most severe long-term consequences.
According to the UNHCR, more than half of the global refugee population are under
the age of 18. Four million refugee children were out of school in 2017 (an increase of half
a million in one year), while nearly two-thirds of refugee children who go to primary school
do not make it to secondary school.
Education is crucial both to a child’s development and protection. Without education,
children are more exposed to sexual harassment, human trafficking, and the risk that children
will be recruited by armed forces or armed groups.
For example, according to the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), thousands of
children are recruited and used in armed conflicts across the world and used by parties to
conflicts. While the actual number of cases is believed to be much higher.
The right to education without discrimination is one of the most fundamental human
rights enshrined under International Human Rights Law, irrespective of one's legal status,
nor whether a person is documented non-national or not.
Among the various international agreements that address the right to education:
Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides that everyone has the
right to education. That refers to primary and fundamental education that shall be free and
compulsory.
According to Article 22 of the Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, states must
treat refugees the same as their citizens concerning elementary education. Furthermore, it
requires states to put refugees on an equal footing with other non-nationals in terms of
education other than primary school, including access to studies, recognition of foreign
certificates, diplomas, and degrees, and the granting of scholarships, among other things.

Above all, Article 3(1) of the Convention on the Rights of the Child emphasizes that
states shall prioritize the best interests of children in all matters affecting them.
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Article 30 of the International Convention on the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families emphasizes that a child of a migrant worker has the right to an
education based on equality of treatment.
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An example on a regional level:
Article 2 of the First Protocol of the European Convention on Human Rights provides that
member states shall not deny any person its right to education, particularly minors seeking
asylum and refugees have access to education under the same conditions as nationals of EU
member states (on primary and secondary levels).

Other important sources
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● The International Convention on the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of
Their
Families:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instrumentsmechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrantworkers
● The Convention on the Rights of the Child https://www.unicef.org/child-rightsconvention
● The Universal Declaration of Human Rights https://www.un.org/en/aboutus/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
● UNICEF website https://www.unicef.org
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