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The Rights of Migrating Children

WORD OF WELCOME
Dear Delegates,
It is our pleasure to welcome you to AUCMUN 2022’s UNICEF! Your journey as a delegate
begins here and we are beyond excited to see you immerse in the world of diplomacy,
collaboration and geopolitics, and take up the challenge of navigating through the issue of
The Rights of Migrating Children. This guide, rather than playing the role of an exhaustive
handbook, aims to give you an overview of the topic and serves as an invitation for your own
research. However, before we begin, meet your two chairs.
Ankita Brahmachari

Hey Everyone! I’m Ankita, I am originally from India but I grew up in Thailand and my
family now lives in Munich. I am a third year biomedicine focused, science major at
Amsterdam University College. I have enjoyed MUN’s since highschool, and I was the Head
of logistics for the AUCMUN conference last year. I am excited to co-chair the UNICEF
Committee this year, and discuss a topic that I am personally very passionate about. I look
forward to meeting all of you and having an incredible experience together. Best of luck with
your preparations for the conference (feel free to shoot me a mesage or email at anytime). See
you in April :))
Maria Mazurek

Hi! My name is Maria and I am a 19-year-old Polish student at Amsterdam University
College, where I major in Social Sciences and focus on International Law and Philosophy.
I have been exploring the world of MUNs for 3 years now - both as a delegate and a member
of the organizing team - and, having realised how addictive it is, I know my adventure with
MUNs is far from being over. As a co-chair of this year’s UNICEF, I hope to help make your
AUCMUN experience both stimulating and memorable. I wish you the best of luck (and
fun!) in your preparation for the conference and look forward to meeting you all in April!

Best regards,
Ankita & Maria
Chairs of UNICEF | AUCMUN 2022
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INTRODUCTION TO THE COMMITTEE
Mission
United Nations Children’s Fund (further referred to as UNICEF), operating in over 192
countries and territories, is an agency established with a mission to protect the rights of
children and help them survive, thrive and reach their full potential.
UNICEF’s work is centred around the following pillars: child protection, inclusion and
survival, access to health care and education, reducing child poverty and gender inequality
and humanitarian emergency response. Special attention is given to the most disadvantaged
children - those affected by war, extreme poverty, natural disasters, exploitation and disease.
Examples of UNICEF’s activities include: HIV prevention and treatment, large-scale
provision of immunization, assistance in safe births (30 million in 2020), provision of early
schooling (48 million children in 2020), acute malnutrition treatment (4 million children in
2020), supply of internet-based education and empowering the youth to have a voice in the
decisions that affect their lives and well-being.
Impartial, non-political and driven by its fundamental values of care, respect, integrity, trust
and accountability, UNICEF prides itself in being the undaunted driver of change for
children’s rights.
Historical background
United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund was created by the United Nations
General Assembly on December 11th 1946, with the aim of providing immediate support for
children affected by the horrors of World War II. Four years later, its mandate was extended
to improve the lives of children and their mothers long-term, with an emphasis on vulnerable
and disadvantaged regions. Finally, in 1953, UNICEF got promoted to the permanent agenda
of the United Nations System under a new name - United Nations Children’s Fund.
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Having broadened the scope of its work to advocate for children's rights to education,
healthcare and nutrition worldwide, UNICEF was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1965.
The organisation’s mandate kept expanding - the interests of women, particularly mothers,
and widespread child immunization appeared as its new targets.
In the 1980s, UNICEF played a key role in the drafting of the Convention of the Rights of
the Child, which was eventually adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1989
and became the human rights treaty ratified by the largest number of countries in the shortest
time period. The Convention now serves as a guiding document for all UNICEF’s activities.
Structure
The main governing organ of UNICEF is a New York-based executive board comprised of 36
government representatives, elected by the United Nations Economic and Social Council for
a 3-year term. The board outlines and oversees all UNICEF projects, shapes its policy and
works as a financial and administrative decision-making body.
Nonetheless, the heart and vast scope of UNICEF’s work happens in the field. Therefore, the
Regional Offices - each covering 1 of the 7 regions of the world - are of paramount
importance in carrying out the organisation’s mission and providing technical facilities for
over 150 smaller national offices. The 7 Regional Offices cover the following:
❖ The Americas and Caribbean Regional Office - Panama
❖ Europe and Central Asia Regional Office - Switzerland
❖ East Asia and the Pacific Regional Office - Thailand
❖ Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Office - Kenya
❖ Middle East and North Africa Regional Office - Jordan
❖ South Asia Regional Office - Nepal
❖ West and Central Africa Regional Office - Senegal
Finally, also worth noting are National Committees - independent local NGOs based in 34
countries given the mandate to represent UNICEF in a given country. Their key function,
apart from sharing the organisation’s main mission, is raising funds for UNICEF’s projects
from the private sector, as the organisation is exclusively reliant on voluntary contributions.
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THE RIGHTS OF MIGRATING CHILDREN
Overview
In 2020 alone, 36 million children were international migrants. Many of these children lack
access to basic services and face danger, detention, deprivation and discrimination. They
migrate both with and without a legal status, within or outside of their countries’ borders,
voluntarily and involuntarily and with or without parents or caregivers. They are oftentimes
on the move owing to intersecting factors - whether it be seeking asylum from extreme
poverty, protracted conflicts, war, persistent persecution, climate change or in hopes of
finding a better life. The endless intricacies of child migration undoubtedly make it an issue
very challenging to comprehend.
Nevertheless, in accordance with the universal human and children’s rights, as well as under
international law, all children should be seen and protected first and foremost as children,
rather than through their, or their parents’, migratory status. With that in mind, UNICEF, as
an organisation trusted with a mission to advocate for children’s rights, is committed to
creating a far-reaching plan of action to improve the situation of migrating children.
In order to fulfil the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals’ promise of leaving no
one behind, priority must be given to those most marginalized. And migrant children are,
without a doubt, among them.
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Historical context

1948 Universal Declaration of
Human Rights

Child protection is only mentioned in Articles 25
and 26 - but only through the context of the family.
There are no mentions of child migration.

1951 Convention Relating to the
Status of Refugees

Although children are not specifically mentioned,
the Convention is among the first to outline the civil,
political and socio-economic rights of refugees.

1989 UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child

It is the first comprehensive set of child-specific
rights, containing the definition of a child and the
primary principles of children’s best interests,
development, non-discrimination and participation.
While Article 22 deals directly with the context of
migration, it is highlighted that any child should
primarily be protected as a child.

2000 UN GA Resolution 55/79 on
the Rights of the Child

The resolution calls upon States to protect all human
rights of migrant children, in particular
unaccompanied migrant children, and affirms the
best interests of the child as a primary consideration.

2005 UN GA Resolution 59/261
on the Rights of the Child

The resolution calls for special assistance for
migrant children and puts emphasis on their
economic, social and cultural rights - it requires the
enjoyment of access to health care, social services
and education of a good quality.

2018 Global Compact for Safe,
Orderly and Regular
Migration

It recognizes that children are central to migration
management and provides a framework for the
enforcement of UNICEF’s 6-point Agenda for
Action for Uprooted Children.

Key considerations
Right to Identity and Family Unity
UNICEF also compiles data and evidence regarding the circumstances and particular
experiences of children and young people on the move, which it collects, analyzes, and
disseminates. We assist in keeping families together. Children who travel alone or who have
been separated from their family are more readily exploited and exposed to violence and
abuse. Stronger regulations to prevent children from being separated from their parents and
other family members while in transit are needed, according to UNICEF, as are speedier
processes to reconnect children with their families, even in destination countries. Every kid
should have a legal identity and be registered at birth.
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Furthermore, eliminating the psychological and emotional suffering connected with family
separation is an unusual consequence that must be taken seriously. Separated from family and
friends, migrants and refugees are especially reliant on reliable communication services
during their journey to stay in touch with loved ones and relieve psychological and emotional
stress.
Right to Proper Health Care and Education
Refugee children are five times as likely than regular children to be out of school. Many
frequently lack access to education and good medical care, and they struggle to feel at ease in
the towns they come in; learning a new language and assimilating into a new culture may be
particularly difficult. These challenges can have long-term physical and psychological
consequences, preventing youngsters on the move from realizing their full potential. UNICEF
urges governments, communities, and the business sector to work together to provide
uprooted children with access to education and health services, as well as housing, nutrition,
water, and sanitation.The immigration status of a kid should never be a barrier to fundamental
care. In a recent UNICEF study of more than 4,000 uprooted young people aged 14 to 24, 49
percent said they had not been able to visit a doctor when they needed one, and 58 percent
said they had missed a year or more of school.
Freedom from violence, exploitation, and discrimination
There have been cases of forced child labor, early marriage, aggravated smuggling, human
trafficking, and being placed at danger of abuse and exploitation. They should not be treated
differently because of their origins. They should be able to feel at ease no matter where they
go or where their home is. Discrimination, xenophobia, and stigma are common experiences
for uprooted children, both on their trips and in their ultimate locations. In welcoming
uprooted children into our cities and communities, we all have a role to play. UNICEF urges
local authorities, religious groups, non-governmental organizations, the media, and the
commercial sector to fight xenophobia and foster greater understanding between displaced
children and families and their host communities. More safe and legal pathways for children
to migrate and seek safety are needed, according to UNICEF. Children can be kept secure
through cracking down on human trafficking, improving child protection services, and
extending access to information and aid.
Impact of the covid-19 pandemic
Migrant workers, refugees, and their families frequently reside in the most impoverished
urban areas, where access to basic services is already restricted — services that are now being
strained even more as COVID-19 spreads. It is critical that all individuals in a nation,
including refugees, asylum seekers, internally displaced people, and migrants, have equal
access to COVID-19 vaccines when governments roll out the vaccines. To lower the death
and illness burden of COVID-19, comprehensive immunization plans and tactics are
required.
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Questions to consider:
➔ What are the key driving forces of child migration?
➔ How to safeguard children’s protection and well-being during transit?
➔ How to ensure that human rights and basic needs of migrant and refugee children are
met upon arrival?
➔ What are the methods of fostering effective integration of migrant children?
➔ How to combat xenophobia and discrimination against uprooted children?
➔ How to enhance cooperation - between countries and governmental and
non-governmental actors - to promote the rights of migrating children?
Recommended reading
UN Charter:
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/full-text
Convention on the Rights of the Child:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration:
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/73/195
UNICEF resources:
https://www.unicef.org/media/110831/file/Children%20on%20the%20Move_FINAL.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/83551/file/Lost-at-Home.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/83566/file/Good-practices-that-bring-the-Global-Refugee-Com
pact-to-Life.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/migrant-refugee-internally-displaced-children
Other links:
https://www.ibanet.org/MediaHandler?id=a9e81c7a-56f1-43ca-93ea-091c3e2c8832
https://www.publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/iml_15_en.pdf
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