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WORD OF WELCOME
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Welcome to AUCMUN’s 2022 UNEP committee! We are very excited to see what each of
you will bring as a delegate. The main focus of the debate is illegal deforestation and most
importantly, how to tackle it. Indeed, this topic is rather challenging and we encourage all of
you to make use of your imagination, and your interest in international relations and the
fundamentals of environmental protection, in order to entertain a fruitful debate and
hopefully reach a passing resolution.
Good luck delegates!

CHAIR INTRODUCTION
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Siddharth Nair
My name is Sid, I am 19 and I come from the United Arab Emirates. I have attended over
twenty MUN conferences, in roles varying from delegate and chair to secretary general. The
UAE MUN circuit has given me the experience and knowledge to navigate the various ROP
structures while ensuring that delegates have hands-on experience when it comes to resolving
global issues in constructive settings.
I look forward to observing how delegates use committee time to tackle the issue of illegal
deforestation, and I hope our committee enjoys an engaging, entertaining series of debates.
Bring all your impassioned perspectives to the floor, and don’t be worried about making
mistakes!!
Kristína Horinková
My name is Kristina, I am 20 years old and I come from Slovakia. During my high school
studies, I took part in a national round of Model European Parliament where I got nominated
to represent my country in Madrid at the international round. I have also attended MUN in
Prague and multiple debate competitions. Throughout, I gained a lot of knowledge in diverse
topics, on top of understanding more about how UN or EP works, which is why I am really
excited to chair this year and take part in AUCMUN!
I encourage you to use this opportunity to broaden your horizons, to improve your
argumentation, public speaking, and negotiation skills, all while being around inspiring and
fun people. Although research and preparation are important, don't forget to have fun and
enjoy the debates!

COMMITTEE MANDATE
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
UNEP's mission is to provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the
environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their
quality of life without compromising that of future generations.

INTRODUCTION OF THE TOPIC
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
The world's antiquated timberlands are in crisis. Primarily since deforestation, a staggering
80 percent have as of now been devastated or debased. It is vital we battle against woodland
devastation as much of what remains is beneath risk from illicit logging or arrive clearing.
Estimated at an annual 100 billion dollars, the illicit timber industry may be a danger to the
world’s woodlands and takes from nearby communities that depend on timberlands for
nourishment, wellbeing, and riches. The debasement related to unlawful logging debilitates
the run the show of law and fills the cycle of transnational crime.
All of the above leads to degradation of biodiversity and economy by making the land indeed
more powerless to deforestation for other employments. The persistently developing demand
for items that require an enormous sum of land—including soy, palm oil, and beef—drives
tropical deforestation, half of which is illicit. All of this leads to 1.5 gigatons of carbon
production on an annual premise.
Illegal logging is having a devastating impact on the world’s forests. Its effects include
deforestation, the loss of biodiversity, and fueling climate change. This creates social conflict
with indigenous and local populations and leads to violence, crime, and human rights abuses.
Ancient forests have evolved over thousands of years into unique and vital habitats for
millions of plant and animal species. They are also home to millions of people who depend
on them for their livelihoods and survival. It is estimated that some 1.6 billion people
worldwide depend on forests for their livelihood and 60 million Indigenous peoples depend
on forests for their subsistence.
Forests cover roughly 30% of the world's land area. According to the United Nations Food
and Agricultural Organisation (FAO), the annual rate of deforestation is about 13 million
hectares per year (approximately the size of Greece). Three percent of the earth's forest cover
was lost between 1990 and 2005 and there has been no significant decrease in the rate of
deforestation over the past 20 years. Some 96% of deforestation occurs in tropical regions.
(European Commission)
The UN says 420 million hectares (one billion acres) of forest have been lost since 1990.
Considering these alarming rates, deforestation and illegal logging has become one of the
most significant topics regarding environmental protection.

BROADER CONTEXT
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Deforestation or scaling the problem of illegal logging
Between August 2003 and 2004, the deforestation rate for the Amazon, the world’s largest
tropical forest, was the second-highest ever recorded. An area of 26,130 square kilometers –
around the size of Belgium – was destroyed, most of it illegally.
Examples of Illegal Logging Rates in Timber Producing Countries
● In Indonesia, it is estimated that up to 90 percent of logging is illegal.
● In the Brazilian Amazon, it is estimated that 60-80 percent of logging is illegal.
● In Cameroon, 50 percent of logging between 1999-2004 is estimated to have been
illegal.
Illegal logging funding crime and distorting markets
Illegal logging profits have been used to fuel civil wars, organized crime, and money
laundering, all of which pose a threat to global security. Illegal logging makes it more
difficult for responsible enterprises to trade in legal and well-managed timber by lowering the
price and making it less competitive.
Illegal logging, according to the World Bank, costs timber-producing countries between $10
and $15 billion per year in lost revenue, accounting for more than a tenth of the global timber
trade, which is estimated to be worth more than $150 billion per year. This lost money is
critical for public services such as school construction and hospital construction.
Causes of the Problem
Because of poor governance and corruption in timber-producing countries, as well as
governments in consumer countries such as the EU, the United States, and Japan failing to
prohibit the import of illegally and destructively logged timber, unscrupulous logging
companies and timber traders can exploit ancient forests all over the world. The main causes
of illegal logging around the world are a lack of clarity around forest ownership, poor forest
governance, and greed for easy gain.
Forest degradation is being fueled by a rise in global demand for timber products, regardless
of their legality. The European Union, for example, is a major importer of lumber from areas
where illegal and destructive logging is common.
The United States is significantly reliant on foreign agricultural products. Palm oil from all
over the world is found in nearly half of all processed foods sold in supermarkets in the
United States. Raw rubber and tires made from rubber trees collected in southwest Asia are
the most popular imports in America. The United States is also the world's largest importer of
cocoa, which comes primarily from Ghana and Côte d'Ivoire. All of these items are sourced
from tropical forests. These items, however, come at a high environmental cost. Palm-driven
land harvesting alone accounts for around 1.4 percent of global net carbon dioxide emissions

each year, and many of these imported commodities are produced from illegally deforested
land.
According to a report published in February by the World Resources Institute, seven
commodities accounted for 26% of worldwide forest cover loss between 2001 and 2015:
cattle, oil palm, soy, cocoa, rubber, coffee, and plantation wood fiber. This equates to 71.9
million hectares of forest destruction, which is more than twice the size of Montana.
Another important issue is a lack of transparency in markets, which makes it difficult for
buyers to determine where their products are sourced. A lack of legislation in this area by
various countries is a major contributing factor to the problems we are seeing with illegal
deforestation and the potential climatic consequences.
European context (from European Commission)
Indirect causes include institutional and governance weakness, such as the unclear definition
of land tenure and property rights, weak law enforcement capacity, incentives to convert
forest land to other uses, and insufficient human resources to monitor forests. The underlying
cause of governance failure is that the benefits derived from forest conservation and
sustainable forest management are often not marketable, and have no commercial value.
Unsustainable and illegal logging can contribute to deforestation and forest degradation. This
is the reason why the Commission is proposing a new Regulation to address the trade in
illegally harvested timber in the EU.
The European Union and its Member States have supported policies on conservation and
sustainable management of global forest resources for many years. Forest conservation has
been a priority on the international political agenda for the past two decades and the EU has
actively participated in all past and on-going international processes to combat deforestation.
In December 2007, policy approaches to reduce deforestation and forest degradation in
developing countries were included in the Bali Action Plan, which launched a two-year
negotiating process on the future international regime to tackle climate change. This provides
a unique opportunity to address the deforestation challenge.
Meeting the EU's objective of limiting climate change to 2°C above pre-industrial levels will
require a cut of global emissions by at least 50% below 1990 levels by 2050. Such a
reduction is impossible without substantial action to combat deforestation. In the
Communication, the Commission proposes that at the UNFCCC (United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change) negotiations on the future climate regime the EU calls for
halting global forest cover loss by 2030 at the latest and reducing gross tropical deforestation
by at least 50% by 2020 from current levels. This objective would provide major climate
change and biodiversity benefits by 2020.

Political action: not enough to prevent forest destruction
Surprisingly, the EU has no legislation in place to prevent the entry of illegal lumber into the
EU. FLEGT, the EU Action Plan on Forest Law Enforcement, Governance, and Trade,
advocates the establishment of rules, which might include prohibiting the import of illegal
timber. Until recently, the European Commission has only promoted voluntary action, which
many people believe is insufficient to safeguard forests and the people who rely on them for a
living. This alone will not suffice to save the trees.
More than 100 world leaders have promised to end and reverse deforestation by 2030, at the
COP26 summit.
In 2014 the UN announced a deal to halve deforestation by 2020 and end it by 2030.

Picture: New York Declaration on Forests provides a renewed framework for forest action.
The following topic Areas must be especially focused upon:
● Effects on global stability
● Lack of/ineffective policymaking
● Additional issues such as transparency are often regarded as insignificant
● Production and industrial effects
Questions to think about:
●
●
●
●

What will happen if we do not stop deforestation?
How to prevent illegal logging?
How can we stop deforestation and, at the same time, guarantee food security?
Does it take the rights of local communities and indigenous peoples into account?

●
●
●
●

What is the UN doing to stop deforestation?
What are other international organizations doing to stop deforestation?
How are countries fighting against deforestation?
How is the country I'm representing, fighting these issues?

USEFUL LINKS
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Fighting against deforestation and illegal logging:
https://www.greenpeace.org.au/what-we-do/protecting-forests/threats/
Illegal logging:
https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/forests_practice/deforestation_causes2/illegal_logg
ing/
Illegal logging and deforestation:
https://www.usaid.gov/biodiversity/illegal-logging-and-deforestation
Illegal deforestation: a new bill in Congress seeks to change that:
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/brian-schatz-bill-to-curb-illegal-deforestation/
Questions and answers on deforestation and forest degradation & EU's policy plan:
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEMO_08_632
UN: A renewed call to halt deforestation by 2030:
https://www.undp.org/blog/renewed-call-halt-deforestation-2030
Deforestation: Which countries are still cutting down trees?
https://www.bbc.com/news/59136545
Norway, as a first country, just banned deforestation:
https://www.forbes.com/sites/trevornace/2016/07/18/norway-first-country-ban-deforestation/
?sh=52727c9f7d72

CONCLUDING REMARKS
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Forests are home to well over half the world's land-based species of plants and animals. They
have a vital role to play in the fight against global warming. More than a billion people
depend on them for their livelihoods and around 300 million people actually live in forests. In
short, there's a lot to lose. Forests are crucial in the fight against global warming, but if they
are cleared, or even disturbed, that carbon is released as carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases. What can the countries do? Let's explore :)

