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WORD	OF	WELCOME	FROM	THE	CHAIRS	

Evangelos:	Hi!	My	name	is	Evangelos	Tsitsiridakis,	I	turned	19	this	year,	I	am	from	Greece	and	I	
am	studying	Electrical	and	Computer	Engineering	 in	the	University	of	Patras.	Nobody	calls	me	
Evangelos	but	rather	Aggelos,	as	Evangelos	is	perceived	as	very	professional,	and	since	everybody	
has	problems	with	pronouncing	my	last	name	everyone	should	stick	with	Aggelos.	Over	my	MUN	
journey	which	started	7	years	ago	 I’ve	chaired	6	 times,	 I’ve	been	 the	President	of	 the	General	
Assembly	once	and	I	am	going	to	be	the	Secretary	General	for	ATS	MUN		in	Greece	this	year,	yet	
there	are	many	things	that	I	haven’t	experienced	and	chairing	in	an	MUN	Conference	outside	of	
Greece	is	one	of	them	thus	I	am	very	glad	that	my	15th	conference	is	going	to	find	me	in	that	exact	
position.	I	also	try	to	be	active	outside	of	MUN	as	well,	as	I	am	part	of	the	EYP	Greece	I	play	the	
guitar,	read	poetry,	and	love	travelling.	

Akshay:	Hey!	My	 name	 is	 Akshay	Hariharan,	 a	 final	 year	 law	 student	 from	Government	 Law	
College,	Mumbai,	India.	My	definition	for	Model	United	Nations	as	manipulation,	understanding	
and	negotiation.	The	reasoning	behind	MUN	for	me	are	to	ensure	that	all	 ideas	concerning	the	
world	community	at	large	however	varied/bizarre	must	get	a	platform	to	express.	While	being	a	
die	hard	cricket	and	rail	enthusiast,	I	love	to	travel	and	explore	different	cuisines	of	the	world.	I	
aspirate	to	join	the	United	Nations	or	Foreign	Services.	I	am	very	excited	and	looking	forward	to	
a	fruitful	interaction	with	you	all	at	AUCMUN.	

	 	



	 4	

INTRODUCTION	TO	THE	COMMITTEE	

	

The	Human	Rights	Council	(HRC)	is	the	main	inter-governmental	body	within	the	United	Nations	
(UN)	system	responsible	for	the	protection	of	human	rights	and	addressing	relevant	violations	
world-wide.	It’s	impact	reaches	beyond	the	committee	room,	as	it	establishes	international	legal	
standards	and	makes	recommendations	on	how	to	improve	human	rights	on	global,	national,	and	
local	levels.	

Since	the	Council’s	inception	in	2006,	the	HRC	has	worked	with	representatives	of	regional	human	
rights	mechanisms	 in	 five	 continents,	 as	well	 as	with	 the	 National	 Human	 Rights	 Institutions	
(NHRIs)	and	non-Governmental	Organizations	(NGOs),	in	order	to	facilitate	the	mainstreaming	of	
economic,	social	and	cultural	rights.	

Beyond	 these	core	 roles,	 the	HRC	has	 three	 side	commissions	and	procedures	 to	 facilitate	 the	
advancement	of	human	rights	in	its	member	states.	These	are:	

1. The	Universal	Periodic	Review,	which	 looks	at	 the	human	rights	 situation	of	 every	UN	
member-state	on	a	fixed	schedule	and	makes	recommendations	based	on	its	findings;	each	
state	is	currently	reviewed	every	4.5	years.	

2. The	 Advisory	 Committee,	 which	 provides	 with	 expertise	 and	 advice	 on	 human	 rights	
issues.	This	Committee	does	not	address	any	country-specific	issues.	

3. The	Complaint	Procedure,	which	is	the	platform	for	both	individuals	and	organizations	to	
report	human	rights	violations	to	the	HRC.	

This	organ	usually	carries	out	commissions	of	 inquiry,	 fact-finding	missions	and	investigations	
mandated	 by	 the	 UN	 Secretariat.	 Its	 work	 is	 vital	 as	 it	 delivers	 accountability	 and	 counter-
impunity	 to	 individuals	 through	 its	 immediate	 response	 to	 serious	 violations	 of	 international	
humanitarian	law	and	international	human	rights	law	all	over	the	world.		
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TOPIC	A:	EFFECTIVELY	ADDRESSING	THE	HUMANITARIAN	CRISIS	IN	YEMEN		

INTRODUCTION	

The	conflict	has	its	roots	in	the	Arab	Spring	of	2011,	when	an	uprising	forced	the	country's	long-
time	authoritarian	president,	Ali	Abdullah	Saleh,	to	hand	over	power	to	his	deputy,	Abdrabbuh	
Mansour	Hadi.	The	political	transition	was	supposed	to	bring	stability	to	Yemen,	one	of	the	Middle	
East's	 poorest	 nations,	 but	 President	 Hadi	 struggled	 to	 deal	 with	 various	 problems	 including	
militant	attacks,	corruption,	food	insecurity,	and	continuing	loyalty	of	many	military	officers	to	
Saleh.	

Fighting	began	in	2014	when	the	Houthi	Shia	Muslim	rebel	movement	took	advantage	of	the	new	
president's	weakness	and	seized	control	of	northern	Saada	province	and	neighbouring	areas.	The	
Houthis	went	on	to	take	the	capital	Sanaa,	forcing	Mr	Hadi	into	exile	abroad.	The	Yemeni	Civil	War	
is	an	ongoing	conflict	 that	began	in	2015	between	two	factions:	 the	 internationally	recognized	
Yemeni	government,	led	by	Abdrabbuh	Mansur	Hadi,	and	the	Houthi	armed	movement,	along	with	
their	supporters	and	allies.	Both	claim	to	constitute	the	official	government	of	Yemen.	

This	conflict	escalated	dramatically	 in	March	2015,	when	Saudi	Arabia	and	eight	other	mostly	
Sunni	Arab	states	-	backed	by	the	United	States,	United	Kingdom,	and	France	-	began	air	strikes	
against	the	Houthis,	with	the	declared	aim	of	restoring	Mr	Hadi's	government.1	

AREAS	OF	CONCERN	

FOOD	INSECURITY	RATES	SOAR	

The	ongoing	conflict	is	the	major	driver	of	food	insecurity	in	Yemen.The	main	reason	for	the	same	
is	because	of	 lack	of	 jobs	and	 increased	cost	of	 food.	 It	has	also	destroyed	 livelihoods,	 limited	
income	opportunities	and	reduced	 families’	ability	 to	purchase	 food.	The	cost	of	a	 food	basket	
increased	60	per	cent	last	year	and	average	food	prices	are	now	nearly	150	per	cent	higher	than	
before	 the	 conflict.	 Fuel	 prices	 rose	 by	 200	 percent	 in	 2018	 compared	 to	 pre-crisis	 prices,	
impacting	agriculture,	water	supply,	 transport,	electricity,	health	and	sanitation	services.	Food	
security	has	deteriorated	alarmingly	since	the	conflict	escalated	in	2015.	Over	20	million	Yemenis	
(67	percent	of	the	population)	are	food	insecure	–	an	unprecedented	situation	and	a	13	percent	
increase	from	last	year.	Of	these	people,	9.6	million	are	one	step	away	from	famine	(IPC	Phase	4	
Emergency)	 –	 a	 14	 percent	 increase	 since	 last	 year	 and	 almost	 twice	 the	 figure	 before	 the	
escalation	 of	 the	 conflict.	 For	 the	 first	 time	 ever,	 assessments	 have	 confirmed	 that	 close	 to	 a	
quarter	of	a	million	people	 (238,000	 individuals)	are	 facing	catastrophic	 levels	of	hunger	 (IPC	
Phase	5	Catastrophe)	and	are	barely	surviving.	Across	the	country,	190	of	333	districts	are	facing	
emergency	conditions	(IPC	Phase	4),	which	means	 that	nearly	 two	thirds	of	all	districts	 in	 the	
country	are	pre-famine.	

	

	

	

	

																																																													

1	Yemen	conflict	explained	in	400	words,	2018	
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INCREASING	NEED	FOR	WATER,	SANITATION,	AND	HYGIENE	ASSISTANCE	

More	than	half	of	the	population	in	Yemen	(17.8	million	people)	require	assistance	to	access	safe	
drinking	water	and	sanitation,	including	12.6	million2	people	who	are	in	acute	need.Soaring	prices	
and	reduced	purchasing	power	have	created	economic	barriers	to	access	safe	water	and	personal	
hygiene	items.	Such	critical	water	and	sanitation	conditions	are	aggravating	the	risk	of	cholera,	
malnutrition	and	other	diseases.	

		

NEARLY	HALF	OF	ALL	HEALTH	FACILITIES	ARE	NON-FUNCTIONAL	

Approximately	19.7	million	people	need	health	assistance	in	Yemen	–	an	increase	of	3.1	million	
people	in	the	last	year	–	with	14	million	people	in	acute	need.	Assessments	indicate	that	203	of	
Yemen’s	33	districts	face	levels	of	severe	need	due	to	poor	access	to	health	services,	displacement	
and	deteriorating	socio-economic	conditions.	Specific	vulnerable	groups	include	children,	women,	
girls,	elderly,	internally	displaced	persons	(IDP)	and	marginalized	people.		

The	conflict	has	devastated	the	local	health	care	system,	with	49	percent	of	health	facilities	not	
functioning	or	only	partially	functioning	due	to	staff	shortages,	lack	of	supplies,	inability	to	meet	
operational	costs	or	 limited	access.	Fewer	specialized	staff	are	working	 in	district	and	tertiary	
hospitals:	53	percent	of	health	facilities	lack	general	practitioners,	and	45	percent	of	functional	
hospitals	lack	specialists.	There	are	ten	health	workers	per	10,000	people	in	Yemen	–	less	than	
half	 the	WHO	minimum	benchmark.	Most	 of	 the	 equipment	 in	hospitals	 is	 non-functioning	or	
obsolete,	and	many	health	personnel	have	not	received	regular	salaries	for	two	years.	

		

A	MALNUTRITION	CRISIS	OF	IMMENSE	PROPORTIONS	

An	estimated	7.4	million	people	require	services	to	treat	or	prevent	malnutrition,	including	4.4	
million	who	are	in	acute	need.	This	includes	3.2	million	people	who	require	treatment	for	acute	
malnutrition:	 2	million	 children	 under	 5	 and	 1.14	million	 pregnant	 or	 lactating	 women.	 Five	
governorates	 have	 acute	 malnutrition	 rates	 that	 exceed	 the	 15	 per	 cent	 WHO	 emergency	
threshold3:	 Al	 Hudaydah,	 Lahj,	 Taizz,	 Aden	 and	 Hadramaut.	 In	 2019,	 humanitarian	 partners	
project	that	acute	malnutrition	among	children	under	age	5	will	increase	slightly,	to	just	over	2	
million	children,	 including	nearly	360,000	severe	acute	malnutrition	cases.	Acute	malnutrition	
among	pregnant	or	lactating	women	is	also	expected	to	increase	slightly,	from	1.12	million	women	
to	1.14	million.	

	

	

																																																													

2	Yemen:	Crisis	Overview,	n.d.	

3	Ibid.	
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ONGOING	DISPLACEMENT	AND	RETURNS	FUELLING	WIDESPREAD	SHELTER	NEEDS	

Approximately	6.7	million	people	need	emergency	shelter	or	essential	household	items,	including	
IDPs,	host	communities	and	returnees.	Ongoing	conflict-related	displacements,	as	well	as	initial	
returns	to	some	areas,	are	driving	these	needs	further	up.	An	estimated	4.3	million	people	have	
fled	 their	 homes	 in	 search	 of	 safety	 and	 security.4	 About	 3.3	million	 people	 remain	 internally	
displaced	and	around	one	million	have	returned	to	their	home	districts,	but	many	have	found	their	
homes	destroyed	 and	 lack	of	 opportunities	 to	 rebuild	 their	 lives;	 they	 still	 require	 support	 to	
ensure	their	safety	and	re-establish	their	livelihoods.	

What	is	essential	to	note	is	that	this	shall	in	turn	affect	the	Yemeni	demography	because	of	people	
migrating	towards	neighbouring	countries	which	would	in	turn	to	lead	to	further	instability	in	the	
nearby	countries	due	to	refugee	influx.	

		

MILLIONS	OF	CHILDREN	OUT	OF	SCHOOL	AND	SCORES	OF	TEACHERS	UNPAID	

About	two	million	children	are	out	of	school,	with	girls	more	likely	to	lose	out	on	education,	with	
36	percent	out	of	school	compared	to	24	percent	of	boys.	An	estimated	2000	schools	are	currently	
unfit	for	use	due	to	conflict-related	damage,	hosting	of	IDPs	or	occupation	by	armed	groups.	The	
number	of	 children	who	need	education	 assistance	 is	 increasing	 year-on-year,	 rising	 from	2.3	
million	in	2017	to	4.7	million	in	2019.	Access	to	education	for	3.7	million	children	in	11	northern	
governorates5	is	at	stake	due	to	non-payment	of	salaries	for	more	than	two	years,	which	is	having	
a	serious	impact	on	schools,	teacher	performance	and	access	to	education.	

In	the	long	run	this	shall	 lead	to	further	problems	like	increased	unemployment	due	to	lack	of	
education,	children	taking	up	criminal	activities.	

		

LIVELIHOODS	AND	COMMUNITY	RESILIENCE	DEVASTATED	AS	PUBLIC	SECTOR	
GROUNDS	TO	A	HALT	

The	 protracted	 conflict	 has	 destroyed	 livelihoods,	 limited	 income	 opportunities	 and	 reduced	
families’	ability	 to	purchase	 food	and	access	other	basic	necessities.	The	Yemeni	economy	has	
contracted	by	about	50	per	cent	since	conflict	escalated	in	March	2015.	Employment	and	income	
opportunities	have	significantly	diminished.	Exchange	rate	volatility	–	including	unprecedented	
depreciation	of	the	Yemeni	Rial	(YER)	between	August	and	October	2018	–	further	undermined	
households’	purchasing	power.	Persistent	price	increases	have	forced	hundreds	of	thousands	of	
families	out	of	 local	markets,	unable	to	purchase	the	basic	necessities	required	to	survive.	The	
public	budget	deficit	since	late	2016	has	disrupted	basic	social	services	and	payment	of	public	
sector	salaries.	As	a	result,	people’s	access	to	essential	services	such	as	water,	sanitation,	health	

																																																													

4	Yemen:	Crisis	Overview,	n.d.	

5	Ibid.	
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care,	education,	and	agriculture	and	veterinary	services	has	been	further	constrained.	This	has	
increased	the	pressure	on	humanitarian	partners	to	fill	gaps	in	the	public	sector.6	

	

KEY	HEADLINES	

o The	UN	says	more	than	6,800	civilians	have	been	killed	and	at	least	10,700	injured	in	the	
fighting	 since	 March	 2015,	 with	 well	 over	 half	 of	 the	 casualties	 caused	 by	 Saudi-led	
coalition	air	strikes.	

o Thousands	 more	 civilians	 have	 died	 from	 preventable	 causes,	 including	 malnutrition,	
disease	and	poor	health.	

o The	UN's	Emergency	Relief	Co-ordinator,	Mark	Lowcock,	confirmed	in	December	2018	
what	he	called	"Yemen's	descent	toward	famine".	

o More	 than	 20	million	 Yemenis	 -	 two	 thirds	 of	 the	 population	 -	 are	 food	 insecure.	 Ten	
million	people	are	severely	food	insecure	-	more	than	twice	the	number	of	four	years	ago.	
More	than	half	of	Yemen's	districts	have	slipped	into	"emergency"	conditions	-	one	step	
below	famine	in	the	international	classification.	

o Almost	two	million	children	are	currently	acutely	malnourished,	which	makes	them	more	
vulnerable	to	disease.	The	charity	Save	the	Children	estimates	that	85,000	children	with	
severe	acute	malnutrition	may	have	died	between	April	2015	and	October	2018.	

o Public	 services	 have	 broken	 down,	 only	 51	 per	 cent	 of	 health	 centres	 remain	 fully	
functional	and	medicine	and	equipment	are	limited.	Access	to	safe	water	has	become	a	
major	challenge	and	the	lack	of	proper	sanitation	has	increased	the	risk	of	communicable	
diseases.	

o Medics	 have	 struggled	 to	 cope	 with	 the	 world's	 largest	 cholera	 outbreak,	 which	 has	
resulted	 in	more	 than	1.2	million	suspected	cases	and	2,500	related	deaths	since	April	
2017.	

o The	war	has	also	 forced	more	 than	3	million	people	 to	 flee	 from	their	homes,	with	2.3	
million	still	displaced.	

o UNOCHA	observes	–	“The	humanitarian	crisis	in	Yemen	remains	the	worst	in	the	world.	
Nearly	four	years	of	conflict	and	severe	economic	decline	are	driving	the	country	to	the	
brink	of	 famine	and	exacerbating	needs	 in	all	 sectors.	An	estimated	80	per	 cent	of	 the	
population	 –	 24	 million	 people	 –	 require	 some	 form	 of	 humanitarian	 or	 protection	
assistance,	including	14.3	million	who	are	in	acute	need.	Severity	of	needs	is	deepening,	
with	the	number	of	people	in	acute	need	a	staggering	27	per	cent	higher	than	last	year.	
Two-thirds	 of	 all	 districts	 in	 the	 country	 are	 already	 pre-famine,	 and	 one-third	 face	 a	
convergence	of	multiple	acute	vulnerabilities.”	

o On	 28th	 September,	 2018	 Human	 Rights	 Council	 adopts	 eight	 resolutions,	 extends	
mandates	on	Yemen,	Central	African	Republic,	Sudan	and	Somalia,	and	closes	its	thirty-
ninth	session	

		

	

	

	

	

																																																													

6	Yemen:	Crisis	Overview,	n.d.	
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POSSIBLE	SOLUTIONS	

-									Political	Intervention	

o The	most	strongest	solution	to	this	entire	problem	can	come	from	the	top	most	level	at	the	
country,	which	in	this	case	in	the	Political	Community	who	need	to	forgo	their	political	
differences	and	work	on	a	common	minimum	program	keeping	in	mind	the	welfare	of	its	
citizen.	Such	an	initiative	can	be	supported	by	the	UN	and	other	Countries	of	the	World	
Community.	

	

-									Economic	Intervention	

o Due	 to	 this	 continuous	 ongoing	 war	 at	 Yemen	 the	 economic	 situation	 has	 sharply	
deteriorated	 in	 the	past	 few	years	which	 in	 turn	 is	getting	reflected	 in	 terms	of	higher	
unemployment	rates,	limited	access	to	food,	school	dropouts	amongst	others.	Therefore	
the	international	Community	needs	to	step	in	to	provide	the	necessary	monetary	aid	to	
the	citizens	of	the	nation	who	are	dying	of	starvation,	unemployment	and	hunger.	

	
-									Humanitarian	Intervention	

o Looking	 at	 the	Current	Geo	Political	 Situation	 in	Yemen	an	 Intervention	by	 the	United	
Nations	or	the	World	Community	 in	order	to	ensure	access	to	basic	Human	Rights	 like	
Food,	Shelter,	Medicines,	Water,	Sanitation	various	steps	could	be	taken.	

ROLE	OF	INTERNATIONAL	ORGANISATIONS7		

ICRC	

The	 International	 Committee	 of	 the	 Red	 Cross	 has	 a	 well-organized	 operation	 in	 country,	
efficiently	delivering	food,	clean	water	and	essential	household	items.	This	year	alone,	the	ICRC	
reached	4	million	people	with	basic	aid.	The	group	has	been	outspoken	in	its	call	for	an	end	to	
hostilities,	working	with	all	sides	of	the	conflict.	

INTERNATIONAL	RESCUE	COMMITTEE		

The	International	Rescue	Committee	provides	lifesaving	emergency	aid,	clean	water	and	medical	
care	to	millions	of	people	in	Yemen	affected	by	violent	conflict	and	a	growing	health	crisis.	

INTERSOS	

Since	 the	 outbreak	 of	 the	 conflict	 in	March	 2015,	 this	 Rome-based	 organization	 has	 provided	
humanitarian	 aid	 to	 thousands	of	 displaced	persons	 and	 refugees	 fleeing	ongoing	 clashes	 and	
bombings.	 Some	 of	 the	 work	 they've	 done	 has	 been	 to	 provide	 medical	 and	 food	 assistance,	
support	 and	organize	 school	 and	professional	 classes	 for	 children	 and	 teenagers,	 and	provide	
psychological	care	and	protection	for	the	most	vulnerable	women	and	children	and	for	the	victims	
of	abuse	and	violence.	

		

																																																													

7	Snyder,	2017	
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MÉDECINS	SANS	FRONTIÈRES	(DOCTORS	WITHOUT	BORDERS)		

MSF	 has	 nearly	 1,600	 staff	members	 across	 Yemen,	 including	 82	 staff	members	 from	 abroad,	
working	in	13	hospitals	and	supporting	18	more.	MSF	medical	workers	have	shored	up	Yemen’s	
failed	public	health	system	and	has	been	 instrumental	 in	combating	 the	cholera	epidemic	 that	
swept	the	country	in	2017.8	

NORWEGIAN	REFUGEE	COUNCIL	

NRC	responds	to	emergency	needs	in	Yemen	by	providing	communities	with	resources,	services	
and	 information	 that	 enable	 self-reliance	 and	 preserve	 dignity.	 One	 distinguishing	 feature	 of	
NRC's	aid	program	is	that	it	sometimes	distributes	cash.	In	Yemen's	economy,	ruined	by	war,	NRC	
has	given	Yemenis	the	ability	to	buy	the	basics.	

OXFAM	

This	global	organization	delivers	essential	aid	in	the	north	and	south	of	Yemen,	and	has	reached	
1.4	million	people	across	the	frontlines	since	July	2015.	Oxfam	provides	clean	water	and	sanitation	
services,	including	in	hard-to-reach	areas	of	the	country,	by	trucking	in	drinking	water,	repairing	
water	systems	and	building	latrines.	It	supports	families	with	cash	payments	to	buy	food	in	the	
local	market	or	livestock,	and	cash	for	work	programs,	so	they	get	a	possible	source	of	income.	

UNICEF	

The	United	Nations	Children’s	Fund,	 in	 collaboration	with	 local	 authorities,	non-governmental	
organizations	and	community	partners,	is	working	in	all	parts	of	Yemen	to	respond	to	the	needs	
of	 children	 throughout	 the	 country,	 providing	 food,	 shelter,	 sanitation,	 education	 and	 health	
services	 to	 help	 children	 survive	 and	 grow	 to	 their	 full	 potential.	 Surveys	 by	 UNICEF	 are	 an	
important	gauge	of	the	seriousness	of	Yemen's	humanitarian	crisis.9	

WORLD	FOOD	PROGRAM	

The	World	Food	Program	(WFP)	began	providing	food	aid	to	Yemenis	long	before	the	current	war.	
Its	 logo	 can	 be	 seen	 on	 sacks	 of	 flour	 in	 homes	 throughout	 the	 country.	 As	 conditions	 have	
worsened,	WFP	has	stepped	up	its	efforts,	more	than	doubling	the	number	of	people	it	served	in	
Yemen,	from	3.5	million	in	January	to	over	7	million	in	October.	In	addition,	WFP	reports	on	travel	
conditions	throughout	Yemen,	shares	space	on	its	planes	and	trucks,	and	has	a	history	of	helping	
other	organizations	respond	to	humanitarian	needs	in	Yemen.10	

	

	

																																																													

8	Snyder,	2017	

9	Ibid.	

10	Snyder,	2017	
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UNHRC	

The	UNHRC	provides	 life-saving	 aid	 to	displaced	Yemenis,	 as	well	 as	 to	 refugees	 and	 asylum-
seekers,	across	the	country.	Under	the	humanitarian	coordination	system	in	Yemen,	they	lead	in	
the	provision	of	protection,	shelter	and	non-food	items,	provide	emergency	shelter,	mattresses,	
blankets,	 sleeping	 mats,	 kitchen	 sets,	 buckets	 and	 more	 to	 help	 those	 displaced	 and	 most	
vulnerable.	 This	 assistance	 has	 reached	people	 in	 need	 in	 all	 20	 governorates	 affected	 by	 the	
conflict.	

These	 shelter	 kits	 help	 families	 repair	 homes	 damaged	 in	 the	 conflict,	 and	 refurbish	 public	
buildings	and	 settlements	 that	now	host	displaced	 families.	They	 support	health	 facilities	 that	
serve	refugees,	asylum-seekers	and	Yemenis	affected	by	violence,	and	work	to	prevent	and	control	
the	spread	of	cholera,	which	has	arisen	as	a	result	of	the	conflict.	Legal	and	financial	assistance	as	
well	 as	 psycho-social	 support	 services	 are	 provided	 to	 help	 those	 affected	 by	 the	 war.	 They	
continue	to	protect	and	support	more	than	280,000	refugees	and	asylum-seekers,	mainly	from	
the	Horn	of	Africa,	who	remain	in	Yemen	despite	the	conflict	and	are	particularly	at	risk.	However,	
limited	funding	for	the	work	in	Yemen	–	currently	only	3	per	cent	–	means	it	is	not	able	to	fully	
address	these	massive	needs,	limiting	our	capacity	to	provide	life-saving	relief.11	

CONCLUSION	

Yemen	 currently	 has	 the	 greatest	 level	 of	 humanitarian	 needs	 in	 the	 world.	 According	 to	 a	
December	report12,	nearly	16	million	people	don’t	have	enough	to	eat	and	are	in	urgent	need	of	
emergency	assistance.	The	conflict	has	 resulted	 in	over	10,000	deaths	and	 two	million	people	
displaced,	looking	for	shelter	from	disease	and	violence.		

The	war	 in	 Yemen	 is	 having	 a	 disproportionate	 impact	 on	 Yemeni	women	 and	 girls,	who	 are	
exposed	to	increased	risk	of	violence,	exploitation	and	abuse	while	having	a	harder	time	accessing	
basic	health	care,	including	maternal	and	child	health.	

Women	and	children	are	already	dying	from	malnutrition	in	Yemen	and	the	situation	could	grow	
far	worse.	1.8	million	children	are	suffering	from	acute	malnutrition,	of	whom	400,000	children	
under	 five	 are	 suffering	 from	 severe	 acute	 malnutrition.	 There	 are	 around	 1.1	 million	
malnourished	pregnant	and	breastfeeding	women.	More	than	3.25	million	women	in	Yemen	are	
facing	increased	health	and	protection	risks.13	

Hunger	and	 famine	are	a	direct	 result	of	war	and	can	only	 fully	be	eliminated	by	bringing	 the	
conflict	 to	 an	 end.	 This	 is	 mainly	 because	 of	 lack	 of	 political	 will	 and	 commitment	 amongst	
members	to	the	conflict	which	increases	the	damage	caused	by	wars.	

	

																																																													

11	Yemen	emergency,	n.d.	

12	Humanitarian	Crisis	in	Yemen,	n.d.	

13	Ibid.	
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USEFUL	LINKS	TO	RESEARCH	

o https://www.unocha.org	
This	shall	help	in	understanding	the	History	of	Conflict	better.	

o https://www.ipinst.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/IPI-Rpt-Humanitarian-Crisis-in-
Yemen.pdf	

Provides	a	good	insight	into	the	conflict.	
o https://odihpn.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/HE_61_web.pdf	
o https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/MDE3185052018ENGLISH.pdf	

A	good	document	to	understand	the	conflict.	
o https://www.unicef.org/yemen/YEM_sitreps_Apr2018.pdf	

UNICEF	Report	on	Yemen	
o https://www.care.org/newsroom/press/press-releases/yemen-35-yemeni-and-

international-organizations-call-for-immediate	
A	foundation	report	on	Yemeni	Crisis.	

	

QUESTIONS	TO	ANSWER	

o What	can	be	the	role	of	international	organisations	in	solving	the	crisis?	
o How	can	this	Humanitarian	Crisis	be	resolved	amongst	the	parties	to	conflict?	
o What	are	the	various	Socio-political	solutions	to	this	crisis?	
o What	must	be	the	role	of	Arab	States	in	resolving	the	crisis?	
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TOPIC	B:	RESPONSIBILITY	IN	RELATION	TO	OVERSEAS	REFUGEE	CAMPS		

TOPIC	INTRODUCTION	

The	21st	century	hαs	brought	a	wave	οf	changes	that	shaped	οur	current	reality.	Human	migration	
and	refugee	crises	are	sοme	core	factors	that	forge	the	foreign	as	well	as	the	internal	policy	οf	
states.	However,	we	must	never	forget	that	a	refugee	crisis	is	a	human	crisis:	behind	the	policies,	
the	letters	of	intent	by	the	gοvernments	and	the	statistics	are	peοple	with	dreams,	hopes	and	plans	
for	them	and	their	children's	futures.	We	are	the	witnesses	οf	a	massive	shift	οf	humanity	unlike	
ever	before.	It	is	οur	duty	to	ensure	that	all	refugee	vοices	will	be	heard	and	that	we	will	prοvide	
them	with	everything	and	anything	we	can	fοr	them	to	cοntinue	their	lives	and	thrive.	Mοst	of	the	
world’s	refugee	camps	were	designed	as	 temporary	 facilities.	However,	many	have	grown	and	
developed	into	fully	fledged	cities,	replete	with	vibrant	economies,	systems	οf	governance,	and	
civic	institutions.	Thus	refugee	camps	are	mοnuments	to	human	suffering,	and	the	sheer	size	οf	
these	 settlements	 testifies	 to	 the	 severity	 of	 fοrced	 displacement	 around	 the	 wοrld.	 Yet,	 the	
settlements	are	also	spaces	of	hope	and	optimism:	for	many	inhabitants,	these	camps	represent	a	
stepping	stοne	on	the	path	to	safety	and	prοsperity.	

		

DEFINITION	OF	KEY	TERMS	

In	 order	 to	 avoid	 misunderstanding	 during	 debate,	 the	 following	 three	 definitions	 should	 be	
carefully	studied	as	these	three	words	have	long	been	an	issue	of	misconceptions:	

Refugee:	A	person	who	has	escaped	their	own	country	for	political,	religious,	or	economic	reasons	
or	because	of	war14	

Immigrant:	A	person	who	has	come	to	a	different	country	in	order	to	live	there	permanently	15	

Migrant:	A	person	that	travels	to	a	different	country	or	place	in	order	to	find	work16	

Refugee	camps:	A	place	where	people	who	have	escaped	their	own	country	can	live,	usually	in	bad	
conditions	and	are	only	expected	to	stay	there	for	limited	time	17	

	

	

	

	

	

	

																																																													

14	"REFUGEE	|	Meaning	in	the	Cambridge	English	Dictionary.",	n.d.	

15"IMMIGRANT	|	Meaning	in	the	Cambridge	English	Dictionary.",	n.d.	

16	"MIGRANT	|	Meaning	in	the	Cambridge	English	Dictionary.",	n.d.	

17	"REFUGEE	CAMP	|	Meaning	in	the	Cambridge	English	Dictionary.",	n.d.	
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HISTORY:	KEY	CASE	STUDIES	

	

Understanding	the	issues	in	the	camps	is	going	to	be	easier	by	examining	the	situation	in	some	of	
the	oldest	and	more	crowded	camps	around	the	world.	The	camps	that	are	mentioned	below	are	
of	utmost	importance	for	our	debate	since	their	function	is	closely	supervised	by	the	UNHRC,	yet	
they	face	huge	problems.	

SUDAN	

South	Sudan	gained	independence	from	Sudan	in	July	2011,	but	the	hard-won	celebration	was	
short-lived.	The	Sudan	People’s	Liberation	Movement,	the	ruling	political	party	that	originally	led	
the	way	 for	 independence,	 is	now	divided	and	 fighting	 for	power.	 In	December	2013,	political	
infighting	erupted	into	violence	in	the	streets	of	the	capital,	Juba,	after	South	Sudan’s	president	
accused	his	vice	president	of	an	attempted	coup.	Fighting	between	the	two	factions	of	government	
forces	loyal	to	each	faction	soon	moved	to	Bor,	and	then	to	Bentiu.1819	

The	situation	in	South	Sudan	is	dire,	and	the	largest	refugee	crisis	in	Africa.	More	than	4	million	
people	have	been	uprooted	from	their	homes	since	the	start	of	a	brutal	civil	war	in	2013,	including	
about	2.4	million	people	who	have	been	forced	to	cross	into	neighboring	countries,	the	majority	
of	them	women	and	children20.	Ongoing	warfare,	flooding	and	drought	continue	to	worsen	what	
is	already	a	dangerous	humanitarian	crisis.	There	are	massive	needs	for	clean	water,	health	care,	
sanitation,	food,	shelter,	and	protection	across	the	country,	and	millions	of	people	now	require	
urgent	support	to	survive.	

While	there	may	be	relative	safety	in	the	UN	camps	in	Syria,	the	conditions	there	are	dire.	The	
bases	were	not	designed	 to	host	 this	many	people	 for	 so	 long.	Proper	 sanitation,	hygiene	and	
waste	disposal	are	inadequate	in	such	crowded	conditions,	and	heavy	seasonal	rains	flood	many	
of	 the	 camps,	 making	 things	 even	 worse.	 In	 some	 camps,	 flooding	 has	 collapsed	 newly-built	
latrines,	forcing	people	to	walk	through	knee-high	water	that	is	contaminated	with	sewage.	There	
have	 been	 reports	 of	 mothers	 sleeping	 standing	 up,	 holding	 their	 children,	 because	 there	 is	
nowhere	clean	to	rest.21	

Displaced	families	receive	some	food,	but	there	are	urgent	needs	for	additional	food	and	disease	
prevention	through	better	sanitation	and	access	to	clean	water.	

The	urgent	resolution	of	the	problem	of	the	overcrowded	camps	is	highlighted	by	the	fact	that	
diseases	 that	affect	 the	camps	have	started	affecting	people	on	 the	outside	as	well.	Already	 in	
2018,	outbreaks	of	measles,	meningitis	and	Rift	Valley	fever,	a	viral	zoonotic	disease,	have	been	
reported	in	areas	across	the	country	and	have	resulted	in	deaths.	Nationwide,	disease	outbreaks	
are	reaching	new	areas	and	are	lasting	longer.	

Additionally,	medical	care	to	cope	with	these	risks	is	increasingly	getting	out	of	reach.	Medicine	is	
in	 short	 supply,	 and	 health	 workers	 and	 medical	 centers	 have	 been	 routinely	 targeted	 	 by	

																																																													

18	Quick	Facts:	What	You	Need	to	Know	about	the	South	Sudan	Crisis,	2019	

19	United	Nations,	n.d.	

20	Quick	Facts:	What	You	Need	to	Know	about	the	South	Sudan	Crisis,	2019	

21	Ibid.	
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extremist	groups	and	thieves.	Only	around	20	percent	of	South	Sudan’s	health	facilities	are	fully	
operational22.	

THE	DADAAB	COMPLEX	

The	second,	third,	and	fourth-largest	refugee	camps	in	the	world	all	belong	to	the	Dadaab	refugee	
complex	in	southeast	Kenya.	Hagadera,	the	largest	of	the	five	camps	(and	the	second	largest	in	the	
world),	is	home	to	over	100,000	refugees,	of	which	over	95%	hail	from	Somalia23.	In	the	quarter-
century	since	it	was	founded,	Hagadera	has	evolved	into	a	veritable	city,	with	a	strong	economy	
undergirded	by	a	vibrant	central	market.24	The	camp	is	highly	congested,	and	many	occupants	
have	 built	 informal	 housing	 settlements	 on	 the	 camp’s	 outskirts.	 In	 order	 to	 alleviate	
overcrowding,	 camp	officials	 have	 begun	 to	 relocate	 occupants	 to	 the	 newest	Dadaab	 refugee	
camp,	Kambioos.	

Dagahaley	refugee	camp,	also	part	of	the	Dadaab	complex,	is	the	third-largest	refugee	camp	in	the	
world,	 with	 a	 population	 of	 nearly	 90,000	 people25.	 Like	 Hagadera,	 the	 camp	 was	 rapidly	
constructed	 in	 the	early	1990s	 in	 response	 to	 the	Somali	Civil	War,	 and	has	well	outlasted	 its	
expected	retirement	date.	 In	2011,	an	uptick	 in	violence—coupled	with	ongoing	droughts	and	
famine—drove	an	unanticipated	number	families	to	seek	refuge	 in	Dagahaley.	The	subsequent	
overcrowding,	and	spillover	into	land	beyond	the	camp’s	official	boundaries,	has	led	to	friction	
between	camp	occupants	and	Kenyan	locals.	In	response,	the	Kenyan	government	has	threatened	
to	close	the	camp	altogether,	and	its	fate	is	uncertain26.	

Ifo,	 the	 oldest	 of	 the	 five	Dadaab	 camps,	 provides	 accommodation	 for	 refugees	 from	over	 ten	
countries,	although	most	are	 from	Somalia.	Like	many	of	 the	camps	on	this	 list,	 Ifo	 is	severely	
overcrowded:	most	household	plots	are	just	12m	x	15m27,	and	all	nine	sectors	of	the	camp	have	
exceeded	their	designated	capacities.	Worse	yet,	half	of	the	camp	is	located	in	a	flood-prone	area.	
To	reduce	overcrowding,	an	extension	to	the	camp,	aptly	named	Ifo	II,	was	constructed	in	2011.28	

SYRIA	

Anti-government	demonstrations	began	 in	March	of	2011,	 as	part	 of	 the	Arab	Spring.	But	 the	
peaceful	 protests	 quickly	 escalated	 after	 the	 government's	 violent	 crackdown,	 and	 armed	
opposition	groups	began	 fighting	back.	By	 July,	army	defectors	had	 loosely	organized	the	Free	
Syrian	Army	and	many	civilian	Syrians	took	up	arms	to	 join	the	opposition.	Divisions	between	
secular	and	religious	fighters,	and	between	ethnic	groups,	continue	to	complicate	the	politics	of	
the	conflict.	

	

																																																													

22		Quick	Facts:	What	You	Need	to	Know	about	the	South	Sudan	Crisis,	2019	

23	Dadaab	Refugee	Complex	-	UNHCR	Kenya,	n.d.	

24	Ibid.	

25	Ibid.	

26	Ibid.	

27	Dadaab	Refugee	Complex	-	UNHCR	Kenya,	n.d.	

28	Yurtoğlu,	2018	
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The	war	has	killed	an	estimate	of	365,679		of	people	in	the	seven	years	since	it	began29.	Crowded	
cities	have	been	destroyed	and	horrific	human	rights	violations	are	widespread.	Basic	necessities	
like	food	and	medical	care	are	sparse.		

The	U.N.	estimates	 that	6.2	million	people	are	 internally	displaced.	Violence	spread	across	 the	
young	nation	like	wildfire,	displacing	413,000	civilians	in	just	the	first	month	of	conflict.	Civilians	
rushed	to	seek	refuge	in	U.N.	bases	that	were	subsequently	turned	into	makeshift	displacement	
camps.	The	 fighting	has	continued,	becoming	an	 increasingly	brutal	civil	war	and	affecting	 the	
entire	country.30	31	

	

	

The	Syrian	crisis	has	accelerated	more	dramatically	than	any	crisis	on	earth,	and	Syrians	continue	
to	be	the	largest	forcibly	displaced	population	in	the	world32.	After	war	erupted	in	March	2011,	it	
took	two	years	for	1	million	people	to	be	displaced.	As	of	2018,	more	than	half	of	the	pre-war	
population	has	been	internally	displaced	or	forced	to	seek	safety	in	neighboring	countries33.	This	
is	more	than	11	million	people	on	the	run,	including	some	6.3	million	people	who	have	escaped	
across	the	borders	to	neighbour	countries	.	

	

	

																																																													

29	World	Report	2017:	Rights	Trends	in	Syria,	2018	

30	The	World's	5	Biggest	Refugee	Crises,	2019	

31	Story	Map	Journal,	n.d.	

32	World	Report	2017:	Rights	Trends	in	Syria,	2018	

33	The	World's	5	Biggest	Refugee	Crises,	2019	
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A	SUSTAINABLE	APPROACH:	NIATAK/KANDAHAR	REFUGEE	CAMP	(AFGHANISTAN)	

Reports	of	mistreatment,	dishonesty	and	abuse	are	commonplace	in	Kandahar	since	the	early	days	
of	the	camp.	Reports	from	UN	officials	state	that	people	are	taken	into	custody	or	to	disappear	
altogether	without	explanation.	And	worse,	 family	members	and	neighbors	can't	 inquire	about	
these	 incidents	 for	 fear	 of	 further	 ill-treatment34.	 Pervasive	 frustration	 and	hopelessness	over	
these	injustices	motivates	many	to	turn	to	illegitimate	livelihoods.	Young	people	are	particularly	
excluded	from	positive	opportunities,	most	lacking	any		access	at	all	to	the	education,	jobs,	civil	
engagement	or	social	outlets	that	would	give	them	a	fulfilling,	productive	place	in	society.35		

But	 in	 Kandahar	 volunteers	 have	 understood	 something	 very	 simple.	 Reintegration	 programs	
have	started	for	the	last	few	years	in	this	specific	camp	and	the	effects	are	outstanding.Students	
attend	classes	taught	six	days	a	week	for	three	months,	graduating	with	hands-on	training,	starter	
equipment	and	basic	business	knowledge36.	Over	the	past	five	years	the	program	has	generated	
more	than	20,000	new	enterprises	in	Afghanistan	and	helped	its	participants	build	more	stable	
lives	 and	better	 care	 for	 their	 families.	However,	 their	 ability	 to	work	 and	earn	money	 is	 still	
vulnerable	to	political	instability	and	corruption.37	

THE	SITUATION	IN	VENEZUELA	

According	 to	 data	 from	 national	 immigration	 authorities,	 countries	 in	 Latin	 America	 and	 the	
Caribbean	are	hosting	an	estimated	2.7	million	Venezuelans,	while	other	regions	account	for	the	
rest.	Colombia	hosts	the	highest	number	of	refugees	and	migrants	from	Venezuela,	with	over	1.1	
million38.	 It	 is	 followed	 by	 Peru,	 with	 506,000,	 Chile	 288,000,	 Ecuador	 221,000,	 Argentina	
130,000,	and	Brazil	96,000.	Mexico	and	countries	in	Central	America	and	the	Caribbean	are	also	
hosting	significant	numbers	of	refugees	and	migrants	from	Venezuela39	

Latin	American	countries	have	granted	some	1.3	million	residence	permits	and	other	 forms	of	
regular	 status	 to	 Venezuelans	 and	 reinforced	 their	 asylum	 systems	 in	 order	 to	 process	 an	
unprecedented	number	of	asylum	applications40.	Since	2014,	over	390,000	asylum	claims	have	
been	registered	by	Venezuelans	-	over	232,000	in	2018	alone.	With	rising	numbers,	the	needs	of	
refugees	and	migrants	from	Venezuela	and	the	communities	hosting	them	continue	to	increase.	
Governments	 in	 the	 region	 have	 strengthened	 their	 national	 response	 and	 are	 cooperating	 to	
enhance	the	assistance		

and	protection	of	Venezuelan	nationals	and	facilitate	their	legal,	social	and	economic	inclusion.	
The	next	regional	meeting	of	this	process	will	take	place	in	Quito,	Ecuador		on	February	20-22,	
2019.	To	complement	these	efforts,	a	humanitarian	Regional	Refugee	and	Migrant	Response	Plan	
																																																													

34	Cogan	et.	al,	2016	

35	Kandahar	Overwhelmed	by	Influx	of	Refugees,	2018	

36	Ibid.	

37	Cogan	et.	al,	2016	

38	Venezuela	Crisis:	How	the	Political	Situation	Escalated,	2019	

39	Operational	Portal,	n.d.	

40	Venezuela	Crisis:	How	the	Political	Situation	Escalated,	2019	
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(RMRP)	for	refugees	and	migrants	from	Venezuela	was	launched	by	the	UNHRC	last	December,	
targeting	2.2	million	Venezuelans	and	500,000	people	in	host	communities	in	16	countries.41	

Throughout	 the	 region,	UNHCR	has	 stepped	up	 its	 response	 and	 is	 closely	working	with	 host	
governments	 and	 partners,	 particularly	 IOM,	 to	 support	 a	 coordinated	 and	 comprehensive	
approach	to	the	needs	of	refugees	and	migrants	from	Venezuela.	Concretely,	we	are	collecting	data	
to	better	understand	the	specific	needs	of	Venezuelans;	supporting	States	to	improve	reception	
conditions,	 coordinate	 the	 provision	 of	 information	 and	 assistance	 to	 meet	 Venezuelans’	
immediate	basic	needs	including	shelter;	and	combating	discrimination	and	xenophobia	through	
awareness	campaigns.	

Notably,	we	have	strengthened	our	presence	along	key	borders	 to	 limit	 to	 the	extent	possible	
risks,	 in	 particular	 with	 regards	 to	 access	 to	 territory,	 trafficking,	 exploitation	 as	 well	 as	
identifying	people	who	may	require	dedicated	protection	and	services,	such	as	unaccompanied	
and	separated	children	and	pregnant	women.	UNHCR	also	provides	support	and	legal	orientation	
on	arrival	and	distributes	drinkable	water,	 children	kits	and	dignity	kits	 for	women	at	border	
areas.	Our	teams	also	provide	cash	assistance	to	the	most	vulnerable	Venezuelans.	

42	

In	Colombia,	UNHCR	has	supported	the	government’s	administrative	registration	of	over	440,000	
Venezuelans	 present	 in	 the	 country	 with	 irregular	 status,	 to	 better	 address	 their	 needs	 and	
regularize	 their	 stay.	 UNHCR	 is	 also	 supporting	 government’s	 registration	 efforts	 in	 Peru	 and	
Brazil.43	

	

																																																													

41	United	Nations,	n.d.	

42	Budden,	2018	

43	United	Nations	(c),	n.d.	
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In	 Brazil,	 UNHCR	 complements	 the	 government’s	 efforts	 to	 provide	 shelter	 for	 Venezuelans	
arriving	 in	 the	border	states	of	Roraima	and	Amazonas.	We	are	providing	site	planning,	 tents,	
relief	 items,	 drinking	 fountains,	 registration	 through	 biometrics,	 community	 mobilization,	
information	dissemination	and	site	management.	So	far,	13	temporary	shelters	have	opened	in	
Boa	 Vista	 and	 Pacaraima,	 hosting	 over	 6,000	 Venezuelans.	 UNHCR	 is	 also	 supporting	 the	
relocation	of	refugees	and	migrants	from	Venezuela	from	Roraima	to	other	parts	of	Brazil	with	
wider	employment	opportunities	and	services.44	

	

UN	INVOLVEMENT	

THE	1951	CONVENTION	ON	THE	STATUS	OF	REFUGEES	

	The	Convention	Relating	to	the	Status	of	Refugees	or	the	1951	Refugee	Convention	was	approved	
at	a	special	United	Nations	conference	(July	28th	1951)	and,	as	the	official	UNHCR	site	states,	“is	
the	basis	of	their	work”.		As	of	today	145	Member	States	have	ratified	the	convention.	

The	1951	Convention	is	of	extreme	importance	as	it		defines	the	term	‘refugee’	and	outlines	the	
rights	of	 the	displaced,	as	well	as	 the	 legal	obligations	of	 states	 to	protect	 them.45	Specifically,	
Article	1	paragraph	2	of	the	convention	defines	the	term	refugee	as	follows:		

	“As	a	 result	 of	 events	occurring	before	1	 January	1951	and	owing	 to	well	 founded	 fear	of	 being	
persecuted	 for	 reasons	 of	 race,	 religion,	 nationality,	membership	 of	 a	 particular	 social	 group	 or	
political	opinion,	 is	outside	 the	country	of	his	nationality	and	 is	unable	or,	owing	 to	 such	 fear,	 is	
unwilling	to	avail	himself	of	 the	protection	of	 that	country;	or	who,	not	having	a	nationality	and	
being	outside	the	country	of	his	former	habitual	residence	as	a	result	of	such	events,	is	unable	or,	
owing	to	such	fear,	is	unwilling	to	return	to	it.”46			

The	basis	of	 the	Convention	 is	Article	14	of	 the	Universal	Declaration	on	Human	Rights	which	
recognises	that	“	[e]veryone	has	the	right	to	seek	and	to	enjoy	 in	other	countries	asylum	from	
persecution”47	and	its	core	principle	is	the	one	of	non-refoulement,	or	protection	against	return	
to	a	country	where	a	person	has	reason	to	fear	persecution.	This	protection	has	found	expression	
in	the	principle	of	non-refoulement	which,	as	will	be	seen	below,	is	widely	accepted	by	states.48			

	

	

	

	

	

																																																													

44	Ibid.	

45	United	Nations	(b),	n.d.	

46	Convention	and	Protocol	Relating	to	the	Status	of	Refugees,	n.d.	

47	Universal	Declaration	of	Human	Rights,	1948	

48	Note	on	Non-Refoulement	(Submitted	by	the	High	Commissioner),	n.d.	
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THE	NEW	YORK	DECLARATION		

The	New	York	Declaration	for	Refugees	and	Migrants	expresses	the	political	will	of	world	leaders	
to	save	lives,	protect	rights	and	share	responsibility	on	a	global	scale.	At	the	UN	Summit	on	19	
September,	we	expect	to	hear	from	world	leaders	about	how	each	country	will	implement	these	
commitments.	 Refugees,	 migrants,	 those	 who	 assist	 them,	 and	 their	 host	 countries	 and	
communities	will	all	benefit	if	these	commitments	are	met.	

The	New	York	Declaration	contains	bold	commitments	both	to	address	the	issues	we	face	now	
and	to	prepare	the	world	for	future	challenges.	These	include	commitments	to:	

	

o Protect	the	human	rights	of	all	refugees	and	migrants,	regardless	of	status.	This	includes	
the	rights	of	women	and	girls	and	promoting	their	full,	equal	and	meaningful	participation	
in	finding	solutions.	

o Ensure	that	all	refugee	and	migrant	children	are	receiving	education	within	a	few	months	
of	arrival.	

o Prevent	and	respond	to	sexual	and	gender-based	violence.	
o Support	those	countries	rescuing,	receiving	and	hosting	 large	numbers	of	refugees	and	

migrants.	
o Work	towards	ending	the	practice	of	detaining	children	for	the	purposes	of	determining	

their	migration	status.	
o Strongly	 condemn	 xenophobia	 against	 refugees	 and	 migrants	 and	 support	 a	 global	

campaign	to	counter	it.	
o Strengthen	 the	 positive	 contributions	 made	 by	 migrants	 to	 economic	 and	 social	

development	in	their	host	countries.	
o Improve	the	delivery	of	humanitarian	and	development	assistance	to	those	countries	most	

affected,	 including	 through	 innovative	multilateral	 financial	 solutions,	with	 the	 goal	 of	
closing	all	funding	gaps.	

o Implement	a	comprehensive	refugee	response,	based	on	a	new	framework	that	sets	out	
the	responsibility	of	Member	States,	civil	society	partners	and	the	UN	system,	whenever	
there	is	a	large	movement	of	refugees	or	a	protracted	refugee	situation.	

o Find	new	homes	for	all	refugees	identified	by	UNHCR	as	needing	resettlement;	and	expand	
the	opportunities	for	refugees	to	relocate	to	other	countries	through,	for	example,	labour	
mobility	or	education	schemes.	

o Strengthen	the	global	governance	of	migration	by	bringing	the	International	Organization	
for	Migration	into	the	UN	system.49	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
																																																													

49	New	York	Declaration	|	Refugees	and	Migrants,	n.d.	
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UNHRC	

The	office	of	the	United	Nations	High	Commissioner	for	Refugees	(UNHCR)	was	created	in	1950,	
during	the	aftermath	of	the	Second	World	War,	to	help	millions	of	Europeans	who	had	fled	or	lost	
their	 homes.	 50As	 UNHCR	 is	 a	 program	 governed	 by	 the	 UN	 General	 Assembly,	 and	 the	 UN	
Economic	and	Social	Council,	 it	cooperates	with	many	other	programs	and	agencies	under	 the	
United	Nations	in	order	to	effectively	protect	the	rights	of	refugees.51	

	

SUGGESTED	SOURCES	

o The	european	approach	
○ https://ec.europa.eu/echo/refugee-crisis		
○ https://www.un.org/development/desa/family/wp-

content/uploads/sites/23/2018/05/Robila_EGM_2018.pdf		
o The	approach	of	the	U.S.A.	

○ https://www.state.gov/j/prm/ra/	
o The	african	model	

○ https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jun/26/europe-learn-
africa-refugees-solutons	

o The	situation	in	the	mediterranean	:	
○ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8v-OHi3iGQI	
○ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPelTu3iupc	
○ https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/moria-refugee-camp-

closure-greece-lesbos-deadline-waste-dangerous-public-health-a8531746.htm	

QUESTIONS	A	RESOLUTION	SHOULD	ANSWER	

1. The	distribution	of	refugees,	which	has	already	been	highlighted	in	this	report	as	being	a	
highly	contentious	issue.	

2. The	allocation	of	resources	
3. How	countries	not	directly	affected	by	the	crisis	can	be	of	assistance	
4. How	to	manage	cultural	differences	and	help	refugees	become	fully	integrated	into	society	
5. Measures	 to	 protect	 national	 security;	 	 The	 long	 term	 political,	 economic	 and	 social	

aspects	of	the	crisis.	
6. Is	the	right	to	be	granted	asylum	a	legal	right?		
7. Is	the	Right	of	Return	a	peremptory	norm?	
8. How	should	a	long	term	refugee	policy	be	adapted	in	terms	of	changing	regional	politics?	
9. How	 can	 	member	 states	 cooperate	 effectively	with	NGOs	 in	 order	 to	 provide	 refugee	

camps	with	better?		

																																																													

50	About	Us,	n.d.	

51	United	Nations	(a),	n.d.	
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CLOSING	REMARKS	

Conclusively	refugee	crises	have	been	an	issue	for	a	very	long	time	or,	in	order	to	be	more	specific	
since	 humans	 started	 been	 organized	 in	 societies	 and	mass	 killings	 have	 been	 conducted	 no	
matter	how		disturbing	that	may	sound.	In	1951	a	major	step	towards	addressing	the	issue	was	
made	when	the	Protocol	on	the	Status	of	Refugees	was	signed	in	Geneva	and	was	backed	up	in	
1967,	but	the	problem	has	yet	to	reach	a	solution.	We	cannot	really	tell	when	refugee	camps	were	
first	introduced	since	makeshift	camps	at	some	point	started	receiving	organized	help	by	states,	
NGO’s	and	the	United	Nations	and	have	still	be	growing	as	a	temporary	solution,	but	is	it	?	Different	
opinions	have	been	raised	when	it	comes	to	their	outcome,	some	people	believe	that	we	should	
abolish		them	altogether	since	it		has	been	proved	very	difficult	to	reintegrate	refugees	back	into	
the	society	and	thus	we	should	repatriate	refugees,	some	others	argue	that	given	the	long	duration	
of	many	 ongoing	 conflicts,	 refugees	 and	 local	 economies	would	 be	 better	 off	 if	 refugees	were	
settled	in	conventional	housing	and	given	work	permits,	with	international	financial	support	both	
for	 refugees	 and	 local	 government	 infrastructure	 and	 educational	 services.Keeping	 those	 key	
points	in	mind	I	urge	you	to	always	keep	in	mind	your	countries’	policies	and	act	in	the	debate	
according	to	them.	I	would	advise	you	to	search	what	is	the	history	of	your	country	when	it	comes	
to	handling	refugee	problems	and	the	current	policy	that	your	nation	follows.	Finally	I	wish	you	
all	good	luck	with	your	research	and	really	hope	to	seeing	you	committed	into	a	fruitful	debate.	
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