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WORD	OF	WELCOME	FROM	THE	CHAIRS	

	

Dear	Delegates,	
	

The	Board	of	Council	 of	Olympus	would	 like	 to	extend	a	warm	welcome	 to	all	 of	 you.	We	are	
delighted	to	have	you	on	board	here	at	the	fourth	edition	of	Amsterdam	University	College	Model	
United	Nations,	which	will	be	held	from	the	5th	to	the	7th	of	April	2018	at	Amsterdam	University	
College	in	Amsterdam,	Netherlands.	We	are	really	happy	to	know	that	you	are	going	to	be	part	of	
our	committee,	bearing	in	mind	that	at	the	core	of	every	committee,	and	every	single	debate,	are	
the	participants,	the	delegates,	you.		
	

We	are	willing	to	guide	you	and	answer	every	question	you	may	have	and	in	doing	so,	contribute	
in	making	this	conference	an	amazing	and	unforgettable	experience.	We	share	with	you	the	same	
passion	for	attending	MUN’s	and	urge	you	to	develop	your	skills	in	diplomacy,	political	speech	and	
negotiations.	Last	but	not	least,	just	remember	that	regardless	of	your	background,	academically,	
culturally	and	socially,	we	are	all	equally	 important	 to	a	creative	and	constructive	dialogue,	 in	
which	nobody’s	opinion	is	of	more	value	than	that	of	another.	We	ask	you	to	treat	each	other	with	
the	utmost	respect	and	collegiality,	and	we	are	confident	that	we	are	going	to	have	an	environment	
for	great	ideas,	learning,	and	most	importantly	fun.	
		
The	upcoming	sessions	of	the	Council	of	Olympus	are	about	to	start.	May	the	odds	be	ever	in	your	
favor.	
		
Kind	regards,	
Ekin	Tug	&	Stefanos	Agathokleous	
Chairs	of	the	Council	of	Olympus	|	AUCMUN	2019	
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WORD	OF	WELCOME	FROM	THE	CRISIS	DIRECTOR	

Dear	Delegates,	
	

As	 the	 conference	 approaches,	 the	 crisis	 backroom	 is	 putting	 all	 its	 time	 and	 effort	 into	 the	
creation	of	an	interesting,	challenging,	and	fun	crisis	committee	for	all	of	you.	I	hope	you	are	as	
excited	as	I	am,	as	the	backroom	will	invent	crisis	after	crisis	for	you	to	deal	with.	I	encourage	you	
all	to	be	very	active,	as	I	have	experienced	myself	that	that	is	the	way	to	learn	and	enjoy	your	time	
at	AUCMUN	the	most,	especially	in	a	crisis	committee.	The	functioning	and	outcome	of	a	crisis	is	
highly	dependent	on	its	delegates.		
	

We	look	forward	to	welcoming	you	to	the	lovely	city	of	Amsterdam	this	April,	and	are	available	
for	any	inquiries	you	may	have	before	and	during	the	conference.	Crisis	committees	allow	more	
strategic	freedom	of	the	delegates	in	their	actions.	As	we	strive	for	a	fabulous	crisis,	one	last	word	
of	advice:	be	creative	and	ingenious,	and	think	outside	the	box.		
	

On	behalf	of	the	crisis	backroom,	
Amber	te	Winkel	
Crisis	Director	Council	of	Olympus	
	

Members	of	the	crisis	backroom:		
Anza	Manto,	Kamiel	Fokkink,	Nicola	J.	Wolff,	Dewi	Kopp	
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INTRODUCTION	TO	THE	AUCMUN	2019	CRISIS	FORMAT	

	

In	the	crisis	committee,	one	writes	directives,	communiqués	or	private	messages.	In	this	case,	you	
represent	a	character	 from	the	Greek	mythology,	 for	example	a	god,	demigod,	human	or	other	
mythical	 being.	 You	 can	 decide	 your	 own	 character’s	 actions,	whether	 these	 are	 to	 foster	 the	
committee’s	objectives	or	are	in	the	field	of	scheming	and	intrigue,	whilst	they	are	feasible	and	
well-planned.	However,	you	can	only	influence	the	behavior	of	the	people	in	your	network	if	you	
want	them	to	take	some	sort	of	action.	You	can	of	course	work	together	will	other	characters	in	
the	committee	to	implement	broader	plans,	and	use	each	other’s	networks.	
	

One	of	the	tasks	in	a	committee	is	to	write	directives.	Directives	are	directions	for	actions.	Whether	
and	how	these	actions	take	place	depends	entirely	on	the	backroom	staff	of	the	crisis.	There	are	
different	forms	of	directives:	individual	directives	that	apply	to	your	character,	group	directives,	
which	are	written	with	a	group	of	characters	and	finally	committee	directives,	which	are	on	behalf	
of	the	entire	Council	of	Olympus.The	Rules	of	Procedure	specifies	what	a	good	directive	needs	to	
include.	Try	to	be	creative	whilst	keeping	in	mind	what	is	feasible	to	happen.	Do	not	assume	that	
things	have	already	happened	but	explain	what	 the	plan	 is.	You	can	anticipate	possible	 future	
events	by	defining	what	action	to	take	if	something	were	to	happen	(or	not).	When	writing	up	a	
potential	scheme	it	is	usually	wise	to	explain	to	the	backroom	staff	what	it	is	you	hope	to	achieve.	
You	are	encouraged	to	write	in-character,	and	address	any	message	to	the	backroom	to	a	specific	
character	within	the	Greek	mythology.	But	if	during	hectic	phases	you	give	up	that	format,	that	is	
allowed.	
	

When	you	write	a	communiqué,	it	can	be	directed	at	a	particular	body,	but	it	will	always	become	
publicly	available.	As	with	directives,	it	can	be	written	on	behalf	of	an	individual,	a	group,	or	the	
whole	Council	of	Olympus.	It	does	not	include	any	orders	for	action	as	it	simply	communicates	
information	to	other	people,	acting	as	a	press	release.	Keep	in	mind	that	it	can	still	have	a	real	
impact	on	the	course	of	the	committee.	
	

Last,	but	not	least,	you	can	write	a	private	message	or	note,	which	are	private	communications	
with	 specific	 people	 inside	 or	 outside	 of	 the	 committee.	 It	 can	 be	 employed	 to	 advance	 the	
development	of	plots	or	gather	information.	
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INTRODUCTION	TO	THE	COMMITTEE	

	

FUNCTIONING	OF	THE	COUNCIL	OF	OLYMPUS	IN	THE	WORLD	

At	 the	 center	 of	 Greek	mythology	 is	 the	 pantheon	 of	 deities	who	were	 said	 to	 live	 on	Mount	
Olympus,	the	highest	mountain	in	Greece.	From	their	perch,	they	ruled	every	aspect	of	human	life.	
Olympian	gods	and	goddesses	looked	like	men	and	women	and	they	could	change	themselves	into	
animals	and	other	things.	
	

Humans	 depended	 on	 the	 gods	 for	 basic	 everyday	 tasks.	 For	 instance,	 some	 would	 pray	 to	
Poseidon,	the	god	of	the	sea,	for	safe	travels	on	the	waters.	Humans	would	also	give	sacrifices	and	
create	monuments	in	their	honor.	The	interaction	between	gods	and	mortals	did	not	only	happen	
within	temples.	One	way	gods	would	“interact”	would	be	by	“love”.	Many	gods	desired	some	of	the	
human	beings	-	Zeus,	for	example,	was	particularly	famous	for	mingling	in	the	lives	of	humans.	
Generally,	the	outcome	was	never	good.		
	

The	 Council	 of	 Olympus	 representatives	 are	 not	 allowed	 to	 change	 the	 past	 actions	 of	 other	
representatives.	This	means	that	each	representative	has	equal	power	in	the	Council.	Zeus's	vote	
does	 not	 count	 as	 double	 for	 example.	 Certain	 gods	 however	 wield	 more	 democratic	 power,	
similar	 to	 the	 structure	 of	 the	 mortal	 United	 Nations	 Security	 Council.	 The	 Big	 Three	 	Zeus,	
Poseidon	and	Hades:	Zeus,	as	king	of	the	gods,	has	a	full	veto	power.	However,	there	is	a	twist:	the	
veto	power	can	be	moved	to	another	delegate	by	a	⅔	majority	vote.	Furthermore,	the	actions	of	
representatives	are	limited	by	the	personal	abilities	of	their	character.	These	abilities	are	updated	
for	today's	world.	This	means	that,	for	example,	Hermes	has	a	special	role	in	the	communication	
between	humans	and	gods,	and	Poseidon	controls	sea	level	rise.	
	

The	Olympus	has	also	been	affected	by	the	rise	of	feminist	movement.	Goddesses	are	questioning	
the	legitimacy	of	the	Big	Three.	Discussions	about	the	addition	of	three	more	goddesses	to	the	Big	
Three	and	creating	a	Big	Six	for	equality	of	power,	or	a	vote	to	change	or	even	replace	the	eternal	
ruling	of	Zeus	and	his	brothers	are	ongoing.			
	

This	Council	does	not	just	concern	issues	related	to	the	Olympian,	but	also	to	Titans	like	Helios	or	
demigods	like	Hercules.	In	order	to	have	a	wide	range	of	representatives	and	point	of	views,	the	
representatives	 for	 this	 Council	 also	 include	 	other	 Greek	 mythological	 characters	 such	 as	
Cassandra,	who	 isn't	 related	 to	 any	 gods	 or	 demigods,	 but	who	was	 gifted	with	 the	 power	 of	
prophecy,	or	Hippolyta,	who	is	the	Amazonian	queen,	the	leader	of	women	warriors.		
	

This	council	is	specifically	built	in	order	to	discuss	the	affairs	concerning	the	human	world.	This	
council	works	like	the	UN	Security	Council,	with	the	aim	to	maintain	the	natural	balance	of	order	
in	the	world,	to	keep	the	gods	in	check,	as	well	as,	the	humans	and	their	impact	on	the	world.		
	

The	gods	have	 traditionally	been	rather	 indifferent	 to	human	 life.	Humans	are	more	 like	 their	
puppets	than	their	people.	However,	the	humans	are	finding	more	and	more	ways	to	infiltrate	the	
Council	of	Olympus,	and	it	seems	like	it	will	be	increasingly	difficult	to	ignore	them	much	longer.	
Enla	has	found	their	role	in	this,	as	the	godx	(the	gender-neutral	term	for	the	gods)	of	modernity	
and	Zeitgeist,	manifesting	through	the	internet	and	the	omnipresent	social	media	
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ACTIONS	OF	THE	GODS	

However,	there	will	be	a	limitation,	since	each	character’s	actions	are	linked	to	their	abilities.	For	
example,	 Poseidon	 has	 full	 power	 over	 the	 oceans,	 but	 he	 does	 not	 have	 any	 control	
over		volcanoes.	

BACKGROUND	KNOWLEDGE:	THE	TITANS	

	

THE	FIRST	DIVINE	BEINGS	

According	to	Greek	Mythology,	in	the	beginning	there	was	Chaos,	a	yawning	nothingness.	Then,	
the	first	forces	or	divine	beings	emerged,	including	Chasm,	Earth	(Gaia)	and	Love	(Eros).	From	
these	sprang	Night,	Day	and	Erebus	(Darkness).	 	Without	male	assistance,	Gaia	created	or	gave	
birth	to	Sky	(Uranus),	the	Nymphs	and	Pontus	(the	Sea).	The	union	of	Gaia	and	Uranus	created	the	
one-eyed	Cyclopes:	Brontes	(Thunder),	Steropes	(Lightening)	and	Arges	(Bright)	and	the	three	
Hecatoncheires	(Briareos,	Cottus	and	Gyges),	giants	with	100	hands,	50	heads	and	blessed	with	a	
prodigious	strength.	Furthermore,	Gaia	and	Uranus	gave	birth	to	the	first	12	Titans.		
	

THE	12	TITANS	

Coeus:	 Coeus	was	 a	 son	of	Gaia	 and	Uranus,	 the	Titan	of	 Intelligence.	He	was	 the	 husband	of	
Phoebe,	the	father	of	Leto	and	Asteria.	The	grandfather	of	Apollo	and	Artemis	

Crius:	 Crius	was	 the	 the	 god	of	 the	 constellations,	 a	 son	 of	Uranus	 and	Gaia.	His	 consort	was	
Eurybia,	daughter	of	Gaia	and	Pontus.	Children:	Astraeus,	Pallas	and	Perses	

Cronus:	Cronus	was	the	youngest	son	of	Gaia	and	Uranus	and	ruler	of	the	Titans.	He	married	his	
sister	Rhea.	Their	children	were	Demeter,	Hestia,	Hera,	Hades,	Poseidon	and	Zeus.	Cronus	who	
was	de-throned	by	his	son	Zeus	

Hyperion:	Hyperion	was	the	lord	of	light,	brother	of	Cronus	and	the	Titan	of	the	east.	He	married	
Theia,	his	wife	and	sister.	Their	children	were	Helios,	Eos	and	Selene.	Meaning	of	his	name	"he	
who	goes	before	the	sun."	

Iapetus:	Iapetus	married	Clymene,	one	of	the	Oceanides	(daughters	of	Tethys	and	Oceanus).	The	
names	of	their	children	were	Atlas,	Epimetheus	and	Prometheus.	

Mnemosyne:	Mnemosyne	was	the	goddess	of	memory	and	the	inventor	of	words,	a	daughter	of	
Gaia	and	Uranus	and	the	mother	of	the	nine	Muses	by	Zeus	

Oceanus:	Oceanus	was	the	eldest	son	of	Gaia	and	Uranus	who	married	his	sister	Tethys.	Their	
children	were	the	Oceanides	(three	thousand	daughters	who	were	goddesses	and	water	nymphs)	
and	the	Potamoi	(three	thousand	sons	who	were	river-gods)	

Phoebe:	Phoebe	was	the	wife	of	Coeus,	the	mother	of	Leto	and	Asteria,	and	the	grandmother	of	
Apollo	and	Artemis.	

Rhea:	Rhea	was	the	daughter	of	Gaia	and	Uranus	and	one	of	the	Titanides	(female	Titans).	She	
married	her	brother	Cronus.	Their	children	were	Demeter,	Hestia,	Hera,	Hades,	Poseidon	and	Zeus	
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Tethys:	Tethys	was	one	of	the	Titanides,	the	wife	of	Oceanus.		

Theia:	Theia	was	a	daughter	of	Gaia	and	Uranus	and	the	wife	and	sister	of	Hyperion.	Children	-	
Helios,	Eos	and	Selene	

Themis:	Themis	was	the	god	of	justice	and	order.	One	of	the	six	daughters	of	Gaia	and	Uranus,	she	
was	the	lover	of	Zeus.	Children:	the	Horae	and	the	Fates	

	

DAWN	OF	THE	GOLDEN	AGE	

Uranus,	because	of	fear	that	his	children	would	overthrow	him,	imprisoned	Hecatonchires	and	
Cyclopes	in	Tartarus	(Abyss).	This	was	a	mistake:	he	made	Gaia	angry,	and	Cronus	saw	his	chance:	
he	paired	up	with	Gaia,	his	mother,	and	plotted	Uranus’	overthrow.		
	

Gaia	led	the	Titans	into	a	rebellion	against	Uranus.	She	tricked	him:	when	he	came	to	lay	with	her,	
they	attacked	him.	With	the	help	of	Crius,	Coeus,	Hyperion	and	Iapetus	holding	him	still,	Cronus	
castrated	his	father	with	a	flint-sickle,	made	by	his	mother.	Some	versions	of	the	myth	suggest	that	
Cronus	threw	the	genitalia	of	Uranus	into	the	Sea,	near	the	island	of	Cyprus,	which	led	to	the	birth	
of	Aphrodite.		
	

However,	later	on	Cronus	heard	a	prophecy	that	he,	like	his	father	before	him,	would	face	his	doom	
at	the	hands	of	his	children,	and	thus	started	swallowing	all	his	offspring:	Demeter,	Hera,	Hestia,	
Hades,	and	Poseidon.	The	only	one	able	to	survive	was	the	youngest,	Zeus,	with	the	help	of	his	
mother	Rhea	who	gave	birth	to	him	on	the	island	of	Crete.	Rhea	deceived	Cronus	by	giving	him	a	
stone	wrapped	in	clothes	to	swallow	instead	of	Zeus,	tricking	Cronus.	After	that,	Zeus	was	nursed	
in	Crete	by	the	nymph	Amalthaea	and	guarded	by	the	Curetes	(young	warriors),	who	clashed	their	
weapons	to	disguise	the	baby’s	cries.	Furthermore,	he	met	his	first	wife,	Metis	–	or	Wisdom	-	there	
who	served	as	his	tutor.	

THE	TITANOMACHY	

When	Zeus	grew	older,	he	tricked	his	father	into	having	a	drugged	drink,	which	made	him	vomit	
all	of	his	previous	children	that	he	had	swallowed.	This,	their	second	birth,	made	the	youngest	
among	them	–	Zeus	–	actually	their	oldest	brother.	
	

Then,	Zeus	challenged	their	father	and	his	allies	to	war.	This	is	said	to	have	lasted	10	years,	with	
the	Titans	based	on	Mt.	Othrys	and	the	Olympians	on	Mt	Olympus	in	Thessaly.	When	Cronus	was	
in	 power,	 he	 imprisoned	 the	 Cyclopes,	 Arges	 (thunderbolt),	 Steropes	 (lightning),	 and	 Brontes	
(thunder)	in	Tartarus	(Abyss).	Upon	being	freed	by	Zeus,	they	pledged	their	allegiance	and	fought	
for	him	against	the	Titans.	They	also	gave	Zeus	his	weapons	of	thunder	and	lightning	and	worked	
as	his	smiths	at	Mount	Olympus	forging	his	thunderbolts.	These	Cyclopes	are	also	responsible	for	
forging	Hades’	helmet	of	 invisibility,	Artemis’	bow	and	arrows	of	moonlight,	Apollo’s	bow	and	
arrows	of	sun	rays	and	Poseidon’s	trident.	
	

The	three	Hecatonchires,	Gyges,	Cottus	and	Briareos,	also	sided	with	the	Olympians	and	helped	
them	by	throwing	enormous	boulders	at	the	Titans.	The	Gods	were	able	to	win	the	war,	afterwhich	
Zeus	imprisoned	the	Titans	in	the	darkest	part	of	the	underworld,	Tartarus.	Tartarus	is	the	deep	
abyss	that	is	used	as	a	dungeon	of	torment	and	suffering	for	the	wicked	and	as	the	prison	for	the	
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Titans.	It	is	the	place	where	souls	are	judged	after	death	and	where	the	wicked	received	serious	
punishment,	similar	to	the	Christian	vision	of	hell.	However,	 like	other	primal	entities	(such	as	
Gaia),	Tartarus	is	also	considered	to	be	a	primordial	force	or	deity.	
	

To	make	sure	that	the	Titans	would	never	escape,	Poseidon	created	massive	bronze	gates	to	keep	
them	inside.	The	Hecatoncheires	were	assigned	by	the	Gods	to	guard	the	gates	for	eternity.		

THE	OLYMPIC	GODS	

MOUNT	OLYMPUS	

After	the	win	of	the	gods	against	the	Titans,	Zeus,	just	like	his	father,	received	a	prophecy	that	his	
first	wife,	Metis,	would	give	birth	to	a	god	stronger	than	him	so	he	swallowed	Metis.	Some	time	
later	 Zeus	 began	 to	 have	 terrible	 headaches.	 The	 pain	 grew	 so	 unbearable	 that	 Zeus	 begged	
Hephaestus	to	cut	his	head	open	to	relieve	the	unbearable	pain.	When	Hephaestus	was	doubtful	
at	first	but	eventually	complied	and	Athena	emerged	from	Zeus'	skull,	fully	grown	and	dressed	for	
battle.	
	

Mount	Olympus	is	the	mythical	home	of	the	gods	in	Greek	mythology.	The	mountain	was	created	
after	the	Titanomachy.	As	a	result	of	this	battle,	the	Olympian	victors	created	their	new	majestic	
home	–	Mount	Olympus.	It	was	shrouded	from	human	eyes	by	clouds	which	constantly	obscured	
its	peaks.	In	Greece,	you	will	also	find	a	Mount	Olympus,	the	tallest	mountain	in	the	country.	
	

In	Greek	mythology,	there	is	no	single	original	text	like	the	Christian	Bible	or	the	Hindu	Vedas	that	
introduces	all	of	the	myths’	characters	and	stories.	Instead,	the	earliest	Greek	myths	were	part	of	
an	oral	tradition	that	began	in	the	Bronze	Age,	and	their	plots	and	themes	unfolded	gradually	in	
the	written	literature	of	the	archaic	and	classical	periods.	

THE	OLYMPIANS	

		
The	Twelve	Olympians	represented	human	figures	when	compared	to	the	Titans	or	other	deities,	
which	 were	 very	 much	 representations	 of	 concepts,	 such	 as	 Helios,	 representing	 the	 sun,	 or	
Chronos,	representing	time.	The	twelve	olympians	are:	Zeus,	Poseidon,	Hera,	Aphrodite,	Athena,	
Artemis,	Apollo,	Hephaestus,	Dionysus.	Ares,	Hermes	and	Demeter.	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	 11	

KEY	ACTORS:		

It	 should	 be	 noted	 that	 not	 all	 of	 these	 actors	 are	Olympians.	 They	 also	 include	 Titans,	 other	
deities,	or	immortalised	spirits	of	human	heroes,	for	example.	

AEOLUS	

Aeolus	is	a	son	of	Poseidon	and	the	nymph	Melanippe.	He	is	known	for	being	the	Keeper	of	the	
Winds,	a	task	he	was	assigned	by	Zeus.	He	resides	on	and	rules	the	floating	island	of	Aeolia,	where	
all	the	winds	are	kept;	from	storms	to	light	breezes.	He	keeps	the	most	dangerous	winds	locked	in	
a	cave	on	the	island,	releasing	them	at	the	command	of	the	greatest	gods	to	wreak	devastation.		

*ALEXANDER	THE	GREAT	

Alexander	 was	 the	 son	 of	 Philip	 II	 and	 became	 the	 king	 of	 Macedon	 following	 his	 father’s	
assassination,	and	lead	an	astoundingly	successful	military	campaign	throughout	which	created	
one	 of	 the	 largest	 empires	 the	 world	 has	 ever	 seen.	 Tutored	 by	 Aristotle,	 Alexander	 was	
undefeated	in	battle	due	to	his	incredible	tactics	and	the	unwavering	loyalty	of	his	troops;	in	his	
life,	his	military	prowess	caught	the	eye	of	many	a	god.	
	

*Alexander	the	Great	will	not	be	represented	by	a	delegate	in	this	Council;	however,	as	a	universally	
respected	(ex)	person,	they	will	be	represented	by	the	Dais.	

AMPHITRITE	

Amphitrite	is	one	of	the	Nereids,	the	fifty	daughters	of	Nereus	and	Doris,	and	she	is	queen	of	the	
sea.	She	is	the	wife	of	Poseidon,	with	whom	she	has	two	children,	Triton	and	Rhode.	People	say	
that	she	is	what	keeps	the	sea	calm:	her	steadiness	would	balance	the	volatile	nature	of	Poseidon.	
Her	importance	as	a	deity	has	declined	over	the	centuries	under	the	influence	of	the	Olympian	
pantheon,	and	later	became	recognized	only	as	the	symbolic	representation	of	the	sea.	Following	
her	marriage	to	Poseidon	she	was	often	ignored,	outshone	by	his	various	affairs	with	women	and	
men.		

APHRODITE	(VENUS)	

Aphrodite	 is	 the	goddess	of	 love,	passion,	beauty,	pleasure,	desire,	 fertility	 and	 sexuality.	This	
daughter	of	Uranus	is	married	to	Hephaestus,	but	has	a	large	amount	of	lovers,	most	notably	Ares.	
She	has	a	strong	connection	with	Eros,	the	god	of	love,	who	is	sometimes	regarded	as	her	son.	
Both	gods	and	mortals	 regularly	 ask	her	 for	 favors,	 and	none	are	 immune	 to	her	powers.	 If	 a	
suitable	offer	is	given,	Aphrodite	might	just	help	them.	Her	symbols	include	the	dove,	bird,	apple,	
bee,	swan,	myrtle,	and	rose.	

APOLLO	(APOLLO)	

Apollo	is	the	god	of	music,	poetry,	arts,	oracles,	truth,	archery,	herds	and	flocks,	diseases,	healing,	
light	and	knowledge.	He	 is	 the	son	of	Zeus	and	Leto	and	 the	 twin	sister	of	Artemis,	and	 is	 the	
national	divinity	of	the	Greeks.	He	is	(reportedly)	Zeus’s	favorite	son.	Physically,	he	represents	the	
ideal	athletic	youth	and	is	widely	acknowledged	to	be	the	most	beautiful	god.	He	is	also	known	as	
the	‘averter	of	evil’.	His	symbols	include	the	sun,	the	lyre,	the	swan,	and	the	mouse.	
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ARES	(MARS)	

Ares	is	the	violent	and	destructive	god	of	war,	bloodshed	and	other	manly	virtues.	He	is	son	of	
Zeus	and	Hera,	and	many	gods	despise	him	for	that.	He	is	much	more	unpredictable	than	Athena,	
goddess	of	military	strategy.	He	is	strong,	courageous,	and	he	is	often	pictured	with	a	spear	and	
shield.	He	is	one	of	Aphrodite’s	lovers,	and	is	known	for	having	a	large	number	of	children	with	
many	different	women.	His	symbols	include	the	boar,	serpent,	dog,	vulture,	spear,	and	shield.	

ARTEMIS	(DIANA)	

Artemis	is	the	goddess	of	the	hunt,	archery,	the	wilderness,	childbirth,	and	virginity.	She	is	also	
the	 protector	 of	 young	 children,	 and	 is	 typically	 seen	 carrying	her	 bow	and	 arrow.	 She	 is	 the	
daughter	of	Zeus	and	Leto	and	the	twin	sister	of	Apollo.	She	typically	reacts	in	anger	when	her	
wishes	 are	 disobeyed	or	 she	 is	 disrespected	 -	 the	 legend	of	Actaeon	 is	 exemplary	 of	 this.	 She	
resides	on	Mount	Olympus.	Her	symbols	include	the	moon,	horse,	deer,	hound,	she-bear,	snake,	
cypress	tree,	and	bow	and	arrow.	

ATHENA	(MINERVA)	

Athena	is	the	goddess	of	wisdom	and	knowledge,	weaving,	handicraft,	defense	and	warfare.	She	is	
known	for	her	strategic	abilities	in	warfare	and	is	often	seen	helping	heroes	in	their	endeavours.	
She	is	the	daughter	of	Zeus	and	the	Oceanid	Metis:	she	emerged	from	Zeus’	head	in	full	armor.	She	
is	also	known	for	protecting	civilised	life,	and	was	the	patron	goddess	of	Athens.	She	resides	on	
Mount	Olympus,	and	her	symbols	include	the	owl	and	the	olive	tree.	

CASSANDRA	

Cassandra	 is	 one	 of	 the	 princesses	 of	 Troy,	 daughter	 of	 Priam	 and	 Hecuba.	 	Cassandra	 was	
astonishingly	 beautiful,	 and	 served	 as	 a	 priestess	 of	 Apollo.	 She	was	 once	 greatly	 admired	 by	
Apollo,	who	promised	her	the	gift	to	see	the	future	in	return	for	her	love.	She	accepted	his	gift,	but	
went	on	to	refuse	him.	Apollo	was	furious,	and	cursed	her:	even	though	she	can	see	the	future	
clearly,	no	one	will	ever	believe	her.	This	weighed	heavily	on	the	destruction	of	Troy	during	the	
Trojan	War.	

DEMETER	(CERES)	

Demeter	is	the	goddess	of	harvest,	agriculture,	the	seasons,	and	nourishment,	and	has	the	power	
to	change	the	fertility	of	the	earth.	This	daughter	of	Cronus	and	Rhea,	represents	all	sacred	laws.	
She	 had	 an	 affair	 with	 both	 Poseidon	 and	 Zeus:	 with	 Zeus,	 she	 gave	 birth	 to	 Persephone.	
Persephone	originally	joined	her	in	her	rule	over	the	harvests	before	she	was	kidnapped	by	Hades	
and	taken	to	the	underworld.	The	kidnapping	had	a	tremendous	effect	on	Demeter,	as	the	seasons	
are	determined	by	the	presence	or	absence	of	Persephone	in	Demeter’s	life,	with	the	world	falling	
into	decay	when	Persephone	 leaves	 in	autumn,	and	then	returning	to	 life	when	she	returns	 in	
spring.	Her	symbols	include	the	poppy,	wheat,	the	torch,	and	the	pig.	
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DIONYSUS	(BACCHUS)	

Dionysus	was	born	to	the	king	of	gods,	Zeus,	and	a	mortal	woman,	the	princess	Semele.	He	is	the	
only	Olympian	god	with	a	mortal	mother.	When	Hera	learns	of	Zeus’	affair,	she	disguises	herself	
to	trick	Semele	into	confronting	Zeus	about	his	godhood.	In	this	confrontation,	Semele	dies	whilst	
Zeus	saves	the	fetus	Dionysus,	hidden	away	from	Hera’s	wrath	in	the	mortal	world.	Dionysus	is	
the	 god	 of	wine,	 fertility,	 festivity	 and	madness,	 and	 is	 famously	 a	 patron	 of	 the	 arts.	 He	 is	 a	
wanderer	and	a	cultivator	of	wine;	Hera	cursed	him	with	madness	during	his	wanderings,	creating	
the	concept	of	drunkenness.	

**ENLA	

As	 the	 child	 of	Hades	 and	Persephone,	 this	 new	godx	 is	 not	 unknown	 to	 dysfunctional	 family	
structures.	This	slightly	rebellious	godx	has	had	a	lot	of	interaction	with	the	modern	world,	and	
has	 discovered	 their	 own	 nature	 to	 be	 genderfluid.	 They	 represent	 the	 Zeitgeist,	 the	 idea	 of	
modernity	and	the	spirit	of	the	age.	This	manifests	itself	in,	for	example,	the	internet,	with	a	special	
focus	on	social	media.	This,	of	course,	gives	them	a	unique	connection	to	the	modern	world	and	
everything	happening	there.	Besides	that,	they	also	represent	the	LGBTQ+	community,	and	have	
shown	ambitions	in	the	Council	of	Olympus	to	initiate	change,	to	modernize	it.	
	

**It	should	be	noted	that	this	is	a	new	godx,	which	will	not	be	found	in	the	classical	canon	as	they	did	
not	yet	exist	in	the	ancient	times	

***HADES	(PLUTO)	

Hades	is	the	king	of	the	underworld.	Along	with	his	younger	brothers,	Zeus	and	Poseidon,	he	aided	
in	 overthrowing	his	 father’s	 generation	of	 gods,	 the	Titans,	 taking	over	 the	 cosmos.	His	 name	
translates	 to	“The	Unseen	One”,	which	 is	apt	as	he	rarely	 leaves	his	realm.	The	anecdote	most	
closely	associated	with	him	is	of	his	kidnapping	of	Persephone,	his	wife,	with	whom	he	has	Enla.	
Hades	is	not	necessarily	evil,	but	more	passive,	cold	and	stern.	For	example,	when	Orpheus’	wife	
Eurydice	died,	Hades	allowed	him	to	bring	her	back	to	life,	on	the	condition	that	he,	walking	in	
front	 of	 her	 to	 the	 exit	 of	 Tartarus,	 could	 not	 look	 back	 at	 her	 until	 they	were	 both	 outside.	
Unfortunately,	at	the	gate	of	the	human	world,	Orpheus	looked	behind	him	to	check	if	Eurydice	
was	 indeed	behind	him	as	he	hadn’t	heard	her	all	 the	way,	and	 	Eurydice	died,	now	forever.	 It	
should	be	known	that	although	Hades	is	a	god	and	the	brother	of	Zeus,	Poseidos,	Hestia,	Hera,	and	
Demeter,	he	is	officially	not	an	Olympian,	as	he	resides	in	the	underworld.	

HELIOS	

Helios	 is	the	god	and	personification	of	the	Sun	in	Greek	mythology.	He	is	the	son	of	the	Titan	
Hyperion	and	the	Titaness	Theia.	Helios	drives	the	chariot	of	the	sun	across	the	sky	each	day.	In	
the	Homeric	Hymn	to	Helios,	this	is	said	to	be	a	golden	chariot	drawn	by	horses,	with	fire-related	
names:	Pyrois,	Aeos,	Aethon,	and	Phlegon.	Helios	also	represents	the	Good.	From	time	to	time,	he	
functions	as	the	eye	of	Zeus.	Some	even	believe	he	is	all-seeing.		
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HEPHAESTUS	(VULCAN)	

Hephaestus,	 the	 son	of	 Zeus	 and	Hera	 and	married	 to	Aphrodite,	 is	 the	 god	of	 fire,	 invention,	
volcanoes	and	metalworking.	After	his	birth,	his	mother	found	him	so	ugly	that	she	threw	him	off	
of	Olympus,	leaving	him	permanently	disfigured	with	a	limp.	As	revenge,	he	built	Hera	a	beautiful	
golden	throne	and	gave	it	to	her	as	a	gift.	However,	when	Hera	sat	upon	the	throne	it	imprisoned	
her	and	none	of	the	gods	were	able	to	release	her;	consequently	they	begged	Hephaestus	to	return	
to	Olympus	and	release	Hera.	He	refused	initially,	but	eventually	he	was	persuaded	by	Zeus	when	
the	latter	offered	Aphrodite	to	become	Hephaestus’	wife.	The	relationship	between	Hera	and	him	
was	never	repaired.		Hephaestus	actually	had	a	son,	Erichthonius,	who	was	also	a	unique	being:	
half	serpent,	half	man.	His	symbols	include	fire,	anvil,	axe,	donkey,	hammer,	tongs,	and	quail.	

HERA	(JUNO)	

Wife	 and	 sister	 of	 Zeus,	 daughter	 of	 Cronus	 and	 Rhea,	 Hera	 rules	 as	 Queen	 of	 the	 gods	 and	
goddesses	in	the	Olympian	pantheon.	In	addition	to	being	the	goddess	of	marriage,	family,	women	
and	childbirth,	she	is	infamous	for	her	jealousy	and	vengefulness	towards	the	several	lovers	and	
offspring	 her	 husband	 Zeus,	 who	 serve	 as	 constant	 reminders	 of	 his	 disrespect	 for	 her	 holy	
domain.	Hera	is	known	to	turn	her	personal	anger	towards	mortals.	She	never	forgave	Hercules	
for	 being	 born	 a	 son	 of	 Zeus,	 but	when	Hercules	 joined	 his	 parents	 in	 Olympia,	 he	 and	Hera	
reconciled	and	he	later	married	Hera’s	daughter	Hebe.	Her	symbols	include	the	peacock,	cuckoo,	
and	cow.	

HERCULES	

Hercules,	or	Heracles,	is	the	son	of	Zeus	and	the	mortal	woman	Alcmene.	One	night,	Zeus	took	on	
the	form	of	Alcmene's	husband,	Amphitryon,	and	visited	Alcmene	in	her	bed,	and	so	Hercules	was	
born	a	demigod	with	incredible	strength	and	stamina.	He	is	the	greatest	of	the	heroes,	a	paragon	
of	masculinity.	He	has	extraordinary	strength,	courage,	ingenuity,	sexual	prowess	and	impressive	
wit.	However,	as	an	illegitimate	son	of	Zeus,	Hera	sought	to	destroy	him.	One	day,	driven	mad	by	
Hera,	he	slayed	his	children.	To	make	up	for	this,	he	performed	his	twelve	labors,	that	included	
wrestling	death	and	traveling	to	the	underworld	twice.	He	chose	his	name	to	be	Heracles,	meaning	
‘Glory	of	Hera’:	he	will	be	victorious	even	through	her	wrath.	His	symbols	are	the	lion	skin	from	
the	Nemean	lion,	and	the	club.		

HERMES	(MERCURY)	

Hermes	is	the	god	of	trade,	games,	thieves,	travelers,	eloquence	and	messenger	of	the	gods.	He	is	
the	guide	to	the	underworld	and	the	son	of	Zeus	and	Maia.	He	is	able	to	freely	travel	between	the	
divine,	the	mortal	realm	and	the	underworld.	He	is	renowned	for	his	wit	and	cunning	and	is	so	
often	represented	as	a	trickster;	as	a	baby	he	managed	to	steal	Apollo’s	prized	cows	but	escaped	
the	god’s	wrath	by	offering	him	his	invention,	the	lyre,	in	compensation	for	the	offense.	Hermes	
was	 tasked	with	protecting	 the	 infant	Dionysus	 from	a	 scorned	Hera.	His	 symbols	 include	 the	
caduceus	(staff	entwined	with	two	snakes),	winged	sandals	and	cap,	stork,	and	tortoise	(whose	
shell	he	used	to	invent	the	lyre).	
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*HESTIA	(VESTA)	

Goddess	of	the	hearth,	fire	and	of	the	right	ordering	of	domesticity	and	the	family;	she	was	born	
into	the	first	Olympian	generation	and	was	the	first	child	of	Cronus	and	Rhea.	She	is	the	first	child	
of	Cronus	and	Rhea,	eldest	sister	of	Hades,	Demeter,	Poseidon,	Hera,	and	Zeus.	Hestia	appears	in	
the	form	of	a	young	girl,	and	has	sworn	to	remain	a	virgin.	Universally	respected	as	one	of	the	
most	peaceful	of	the	gods,	she	tends	to	the	fire	at	Olympus,	and	relinquished	her	seat	in	the	Council	
to	allow	Dionysius	to	take	a	seat.	
	

*Hestia	will	not	be	represented	by	a	delegate	 in	 this	Council;	however,	as	a	universally	respected	
entity,	she	will	be	represented	by	the	Dais.	

HIPPOLYTA	

As	queen	of	the	Amazons,	Hippolyta	is	a	real	feminist.	Supposedly,	men	are	not	even	allowed	on	
her	grounds	The	Amazons	are	a	group	of	female	warriors	who	are	feared	across	the	world,	as	they	
are	known	to	be	brutal	and	aggressive.	Hippolyta	makes	a	great	and	feared	warrior	queen,	as	her	
father	is	Ares,	god	of	war	and	destruction.	She	possesses	a	magical	girdle,	signifying	her	authority	
as	Amazonian	queen	and	given	to	her	by	her	father.	Hippolyta	is	married	to	Theseus,	but	their	
relationship	remains	a	complicated	one.	

ODYSSEUS	

Even	though,	he	is	a	simple	human	being,	Odysseus	is	famous	for	his	courage,	 intellect	and	his	
cunning.	He	is	also	a	marvellous	speaker	and	diplomatic	thinker,	as	well	as	a	skilled	soldier.	He	
played	an	instrumental	role	in	the	Trojan	War	and	ensured	the	Greek	victory	with	his	idea	of	the	
Trojan	horse.	After	the	war,	he	survived	an	obstacle-ridden	journey	back	home	to	Ithaca,	to	his	
wife	and	son.	However,	rumor	has	it	 that	he	has	more	than	one	child.	Many	see	Odysseus	as	a	
source	of	wisdom,	but	not	all	trust	him.	

PAN	

Pan	is	considered	to	be	one	of	the	oldest	gods.	He	is	associated	with	nature,	wooded	areas	and	
pasturelands,	from	which	his	name	is	derived.	The	worship	of	Pan	began	in	rustic	areas	far	from	
the	populated	city	centers,	and	therefore,	he	does	not	have	large	temples	built	for	worship.	Rather,	
it	is	centered	in	nature,	often	in	caves	or	grottos.	He	is	very	astute,	with	extremely	sharp	powers	
of	judgment.	Pan	represents	shepherds,	hunters	and	rustic	music.	He	is	often	seen	in	connection	
with	nature	and	animals.	As	the	patron	god	of	Arcadia,	an	area	of	wilderness,	he	is	often	a	wild	
and	uncontrollable	force.	He	is	said	to	reside	in	Arcadia,	an	area	of	wilderness.	He,	like	the	nature	
that	is	in	his	domain,	is	often	a	wild	and	uncontrollable	force.		
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PERSEPHONE	

Persephone	is	the	daughter	of	Zeus	and	Demeter.	She	is	formidable,	venerable	majestic	queen	of	
the	underworld,	who	carries	into	effect	the	curses	of	men	upon	the	souls	of	the	dead.	It	has	been	
a	long	while	since	Hades	abducted	Persephone	and	took	her	to	the	realm	of	death.	From	then	on,	
she	has	ruled	as	the	goddess	of	the	underworld	and	wife	of	Hades.	Together,	they	have	a	child:	the	
godx	Enla.	However,	she	doesn’t	always	reside	below	the	earth.	Following	her	abduction,	Demeter	
in	her	grief	abandoned	her	duties	in	a	desperate	search	for	her	daughter	and	the	world	faced	mass	
starvation	as	nothing	grew.	In	a	peace	agreement	between	Zeus	and	Hades	to	avoid	the	end	of	
humanity	and	the	overcrowding	of	the	underworld,	it	was	agreed	that	Persephone	would	spend	
half	 her	 time	 above	 the	 ground,	 and	half	 below.	As	 such,	 she	 is	 the	 heralder	 of	 spring,	 and	 is	
associated	with	vegetation	and	fertility.	

PERSEUS	

Perseus	is	the	slayer	of	the	Gorgon	Medusa	and	the	rescuer	of	Andromeda	from	a	sea	monster.	
Perseus	is	the	son	of	Zeus	and	Danaë,	a	princess	of	Argos.	Predating	Hercules,	Perseus,	who	many	
view	as	godly,	was	one	of	the	most	famous	and	oldest	out	of	all	of	the	Greek	mythological	and	
mortal	heroes.	As	an	infant,	he	was	cast	into	the	sea	in	a	chest	with	his	mother	by	his	grandfather,	
to	whom	it	had	been	prophesied	that	Perseus	would	kill	him.	After	Perseus	had	grown	up	on	the	
island	where	the	chest	had	grounded,	King	Polydectes	of	Seriphus,	the	island,	who	desired	Danaë,	
tricked	Perseus	into	promising	to	obtain	the	head	of	Medusa,	the	only	mortal	among	the	Gorgons.	
After	killing	Medusa	and	escaping	from	her	two	immortal	sisters,	he	found	his	love	Andromeda	
and	on	the	journey	back	home,	he	married	her.	

POSEIDON	(NEPTUNE)	

Poseidon	is	the	god	of	the	sea,	storms,	earthquakes,	and	horses.	As	the	brother	of	Zeus	and	Hades,	
he	is	often	considered	to	be	one	of	the	most	powerful	gods,	and	does	not	easily	walk	away	from	
confrontation.	Known	to	be	moody	and	temperamental,	his	emotional	state	fluctuated	like	the	sea.	
He	possesses	a	palace	on	the	ocean	floor,	but	is	seen	more	often	on	Mount	Olympus.	His	wife	is	
the	Nereid	Amphitrite,	but	he	is	also	one	to	have	many	lovers.	His	symbols	include	the	horse	(a	
(failed)	courting	gift	to	Demeter),	bull,	dolphin	(the	first	of	which	was	a	courting	gift	to	his	wife),	
and	trident,	that	he	often	wields.	

THESEUS	

Theseus,	 the	great	demigod	of	Athens,	 is	 the	son	of	 the	god	Poseidon	and	the	princess	Aethra.	
When	Theseus	reached	manhood,	Aethra	sent	him	to	Athens.	On	his	journey	there,	he	encountered	
many	adventures.	For	example	at	the	Isthmus	of	Corinth,	he	killed	Sinis,	the	Pine	Bender	(because	
he	killed	his	victims	by	tearing	them	apart	between	two	pine	trees).	Besides	that,	once	he	was	in	
Athens,	he	battled	the	many	brigands	surrounding	the	city	and	eventually	slayed	the	minotaur.	He	
ruled	admirably	for	many	years	until	a	failed	attempt	to	rescue	Persephone	led	to	his	demise;	he	
was	stuck	in	the	underworld.	He	was	eventually	rescued	from	the	underworld	by	Hercules.		
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ZEUS	(JUPITER)	

Zeus,	father	of	Gods	and	men,	controls	the	sky,	lightning	and	thunder,	and	represents	law,	order	
and	justice.	He	is	king	of		Olympia,	where	he	commands	the	world	and	imposes	his	will	onto	both	
gods	and	mortals	on	earth.	He	was	 the	youngest	 child	of	 the	Titans	Cronus	and	Rhea,	 and	his	
siblings	are	Hades,	Poseidon,	Demester,	Hestia	and	Hera.	Although	married	to	Hera,	Zeus	was	not	
a	loyal	husband	known	for	having	many	affairs	with	both	mortals	and	immortals.	Symbols	include	
the	thunderbolt,	eagle,	oak	tree,	lion,	scepter,	and	scales.		
	

		
	

	

	
	Greek	Gods	and	Titans	Family	Tree	
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HUMANITY	

Prometheus,	the	son	of	the	Titans	Iapetus	and	Themis,	did	not	fight	against	the	Gods.	So	not	only	
was	he	spared,	he	was	given	the	task	of	creating	man.	Prometheus	created	man	out	of	mud,	and	
Athena	 breathed	 life	 into	 the	 clay	 figures.	 Feeling	 sorry	 for	 man’s	 weak	 and	 naked	 state,	
Prometheus	raided	the	workshop	of	Hephaestus	and	Athena	on	Mt.	Olympus	and	stole	fire,	and	
by	hiding	it	in	a	hollow	fennel-stalk,	gave	the	valuable	gift	to	man	to	help	him	in	life’s	struggle.	He	
also	taught	man	how	to	use	their	gift:	the	profession	of	blacksmith	was	invented.	The	titan	also	
came	to	be	associated	with	science	and	culture.	
	

Zeus	was	outraged	by	Prometheus'	theft	of	fire	and	so	punished	the	Titan	by	having	him	taken	far	
to	the	east,	perhaps	the	Caucasus.	Here,	Prometheus	was	chained	to	a	rock	(or	pillar)	and	Zeus	
sent	an	eagle	to	eat	the	Titan’s	liver.	To	make	things	worse,	the	liver	re-grew	every	night	and	the	
eagle	returned	each	day	to	perpetually	torment	Prometheus.	Fortunately	for	man’s	benefactor,	
but	only	after	many	years,	the	hero	Hercules,	when	passing	one	day	during	his	celebrated	labours,	
killed	the	eagle	with	one	of	his	arrows.	
	

Zeus	 punished	 man	 for	 receiving	 fire	 by	 instructing	 Hephaestus	 to	 create	 Pandora,	 	the	 first	
woman,	of	stunning	beauty,	and	wealth,	but	a	deceptive	heart	and	lying	tongue.	In	addition,	Zeus	
gave	Pandora	a	box	and	told	her	never	to	open	it,	but	eventually	her	curiosity	led	her	to	open	it,	
thus	releasing	all	kinds	of	evil,	plagues,	sorrows,	and	misfortunes,	but	also	hope,	which	lay	at	the	
bottom	of	the	box.		

GODS	&	MORTALS	-	THE	STORY	OF	ZEUS	AND	SEMELE	

Semele	was	a	mortal	woman	who	Zeus	took	notice	of	when	she	was	sacrificing	a	bull	at	his	temple.	
He	fell	in	love	with	her	and	visited	her	many	times,	eventually	impregnating	her.	Hera,	found	out	
and	became	outraged	of	her	husband’s	adultery.	Hera	changed	herself	into	an	normal	mortal	and	
befriended	Semele,	who	then	confided	in	Hera	about	her	relationship	with	Zeus.	Hera	made	her	
doubt	about	Zeus	and	convinced	her	to	ask	Zeus	to	grant	her	one	wish:	to	show	her	his	true	godly	
form.	Zeus	couldn’t	back	out	because	he	swore	on	the	river	Styx,	which	makes	any	oath	mortally	
binding.	However,	mortals	cannot	see	the	true	form	of	a	god	without	disintegrating,	which	is	what	
happened	to	Semele.	Zeus	was	able	to	save	the	unborn	baby	and	sewed	it	inside	his	thigh	to	let	it	
grow.	A	few	months	later	the	god	Dionysus,	was	born.	Semele’s	story	is	only	one	example	of	many	
of	the	heavy	toll	the	god’s	exploits	have	had	on	humanity;	but	also	shows	the	lasting	nature	of	the	
consequences	of	their	actions.	

CURRENT	ISSUE:	GLOBAL	WARMING	

The	current	crisis	the	Gods	are	facing	is	the	Global	Warming	on	Earth.	The	Gods	have	decided	that	
it	is	time	to	call	an	extended	meeting	of	the	Council	of	Olympus	members,	not	just	between	the	12	
Olympians,	but	also	to	call	out	some	other	gods,	titans,	demigods	and	immortals	in	order	to	solve	
the	crisis.	
	
Parties	 that	 accepted	 to	 participate	 are	 Aeolus,	 Amphitrite,	 Aphrodite,	 Apollo,	 Ares,	 Artemis,	
Athena,	Cassandra,	Demeter,	Dionysus,	Enla,	Hades,	Helios,	Hephaestus,	Hera,	Hercules,	Hermes,	
Hippolyta,	Odysseus,	Pan,	Persephone,	Perseus,	Poseidon,	Theseus	and	Zeus.	
	
Global	warming	has	reached	a	tipping	point,	insofar	that,	should	it	go	much	further,	the	complex	
system	of	balances	governing	the	Earth	will	be	irreparably	damaged,	affecting	gods	and	humans	
alike.	 	The	gods	of	Olympus	gain	 strength	when	mortals	have	 faith	 in	 them,	but	 currently,	 the	
mortals	are	blaming	the	gods	for	the	disasters	happening	on	Earth.	They	are	getting	more	and	
more	frustrated	and	worried,	which	is	not	a	good	sign	for	the	Council	of	Olympus.		
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THE	IMPACT	OF	GLOBAL	WARMING	

Global	warming	has	several	key	symptoms:	
	

Accelerating	 Sea	 Level	 Rise:	 Global	 warming	 is	 accelerating	 the	 rate	 of	 sea	 level	 rise	 and	
dramatically	increasing	coastal	flooding	risks,	especially	on	the	U.S.	East	Coast	and	Gulf	of	Mexico.	
	

More	Frequent	and	Intense	Heat	Waves:	Dangerously	hot	weather	is	already	occurring	more	
frequently	than	it	did	60	years	ago.	
	

Costly	and	Growing	Health	Impacts:	Climate	change	has	significant	implications	for	our	health,	
including	increased	air	pollution	and	a	longer	and	more	intense	allergy	season.	
	

Heavier	 Precipitation	 and	 Flooding:	 As	 temperatures	 increase,	 more	 rain	 falls	 during	 the	
heaviest	downpours,	increasing	the	risk	of	flooding	events.	
	

More	destructive	Hurricanes:	While	hurricanes	are	a	natural	part	of	our	climate	system,	recent	
research	indicates	that	their	destructive	power,	or	intensity,	has	been	growing	since	the	1970s,	
particularly	in	the	North	Atlantic	region.	
	

An	increase	in	extreme	weather	events:	Strong	scientific	evidence	shows	that	global	warming	
is	 increasing	 certain	 types	 of	 extreme	weather	 events,	 including	 heat	waves,	 coastal	 flooding,	
extreme	precipitation	events,	and	more	severe	droughts.	Global	warming	also	creates	conditions	
that	can	lead	to	more	powerful	hurricanes.	
	

Destruction	of	marine	ecosystems:	Higher	concentrations	of	CO2	in	the	atmosphere,	due	to	the	
burning	of	fossil	fuels,	is	making	oceans	both	warmer	and	more	acidic.	These	two	effects	threaten	
the	survival	of	marine	 life.	Corals,	shellfish,	and	phytoplankton,	which	are	the	base	of	 the	food	
chain,	are	particularly	at	risk.		
	

More	severe	droughts	in	some	areas:	Climate	change	affects	a	variety	of	factors	associated	with	
drought	and	is	likely	to	increase	drought	risk	in	certain	regions.	As	temperatures	have	warmed,	
the	prevalence	 and	duration	of	drought	has	 increased	 in	 the	western	U.S.	 and	 climate	models	
unanimously	project	increased	drought	in	the	American	Southwest.	
	

Increased	pressure	on	groundwater	supplies:	As	 the	climate	changes	 in	 response	 to	global	
warming,	 longer	and	more	 severe	droughts	are	projected	 for	many	 regions	of	 the	world.	 	The	
resulting	dry	conditions	will	increase	the	pressure	on	groundwater	supplies	as	more	is	pumped	
to	meet	demand	even	as	less	precipitation	falls	to	replenish	it.	In	California,	water	and	wastewater	
utilities	have	an	opportunity	to	significantly	increase	clean	energy	in	the	state's	water	sector.	
	

Changing	seasons:	Spring	arrives	much	earlier	than	it	used	to	—	10	days	earlier	on	average	in	
the	 northern	 hemisphere.	 Snow	melts	 earlier.	 Reservoirs	 fill	 too	 early	 and	water	 needs	 to	 be	
released	for	flood	control.	Vegetation	and	soils	dry	out	earlier,	setting	the	stage	for	 longer	and	
more	damaging	wildfire	seasons.	
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Melting	ice:	Temperatures	are	rising	in	the	planet's	polar	regions,	especially	in	the	Arctic,	and	the	
vast	majority	of	the	world's	glaciers	are	melting	faster	than	new	snow	and	ice	can	replenish	them.	
Scientists	expect	the	rate	of	melting	to	accelerate,	with	serious	implications	for	future	sea	level	
rise.	
		
Disruptions	 to	 food	 supplies:	 Rising	 temperatures	 and	 the	 accompanying	 impacts	 of	 global	
warming	—	including	more	frequent	heat	waves,	heavier	precipitation	in	some	regions,	and	more	
severe	droughts	 in	others	—	has	significant	 implications	 for	crop	and	meat	production.	Global	
warming	has	the	potential	 to	seriously	disrupt	our	food	supply,	drive	costs	upward,	and	affect	
everything	from	coffee	to	cattle,	from	staple	food	crops	to	the	garden	in	your	backyard.	
	

Plant	 and	 animal	 range	 shifts:	 A	 changing	 climate	 affects	 the	 range	 of	 plants	 and	 animals,	
changing	their	behavior	and	causing	disruptions	up	and	down	the	food	chain.	The	range	of	some	
warm-weather	 species	will	 expand,	while	 those	 that	depend	on	 cooler	 environments	will	 face	
shrinking	habitats	and	potential	extinction.	
	

RECENT	DEVELOPMENTS	OF	HUMANS	REGARDING	GLOBAL	WARMING	

COP	20	(2014)	

The	twentieth	session	of	the	Conference	of	the	Parties	(COP	20)	took	place	from	1	to	12	December	
2014	 in	 Lima,	 Peru.The	 overarching	 goal	 of	 the	 conference	 was	 to	 reduce	 greenhouse	 gas	
emissions	 (GHGs)	 to	 limit	 the	global	 temperature	 increase	 to	2	degrees	Celsius	 above	 current	
levels.	
	

PARIS	AGREEMENT	(2015)	

The	Paris	Agreement	builds	upon	the	Convention	and	brings	all	nations	into	a	common	cause	to	
undertake	 ambitious	 efforts	 to	 combat	 climate	 change	 and	adapt	 to	 its	 effects,	with	 enhanced	
support	to	assist	developing	countries	to	do	so.	As	such,	it	charts	a	new	course	in	the	global	climate	
effort.	
	
The	Paris	Agreement	 central	 aim	 is	 to	 strengthen	 the	global	 response	 to	 the	 threat	of	 climate	
change	by	keeping	a	global	temperature	rise	this	century	well	below	2	degrees	Celsius	above	pre-
industrial	levels	and	to	pursue	efforts	to	limit	the	temperature	increase	even	further	to	1.5	degrees	
Celsius.	Additionally,	the	agreement	aims	to	strengthen	the	ability	of	countries	to	deal	with	the	
impacts	 of	 climate	 change.	 To	 reach	 these	 ambitious	 goals,	 appropriate	 financial	 flows,	 a	 new	
technology	framework	and	an	enhanced	capacity	building	framework	will	be	put	in	place,	thus	
supporting	action	by	developing	countries	and	the	most	vulnerable	countries,	in	line	with	their	
own	national	objectives.	

IPCC	SPECIAL	REPORT	ON	GLOBAL	WARMING	(2018)	

An	IPCC	special	report	on	the	impacts	of	global	warming	of	1.5	°C	above	pre-industrial	levels	and	
related	 global	 greenhouse	 gas	 emission	 pathways,	 in	 the	 context	 of	 strengthening	 the	 global	
response	 to	 the	 threat	 of	 climate	 change,	 sustainable	 development,	 and	 efforts	 to	 eradicate	
poverty.	
	



	 21	

AGREEMENTS	BETWEEN	THE	GODS	AND	HUMANS	

Due	to	the	fact	that	the	gods	do	not	value	human	life,	up	to	this	day	there	is	no	binding	agreement	
between	the	humans	and	the	gods.	That	means	the	gods	are	free	to	help	humans	whenever	they	
want,	in	whatever	way	they	want.		
Taking	that	into	consideration,	perhaps	now	that	we	face	the	serious	threat	of	global	warming,	the	
gods	should	pursue	binding	agreements	with	humans	as	they	see	the	climate	crisis	developing	
right	in	front	of	them.		

MORTAL	AGREEMENTS	AND	THE	COUNCIL	OF	OLYMPUS	

At	first,	the	gods	allowed	humans	to	solve	global	warming	by	themselves	and	many	of	the	Olympic	
gods	signed	the	aforementioned	agreements.	However,	the	Greek	gods	have	long	fallen	into	the	
theological	 background.	 More	 and	 more	 people	 start	 believing	 less	 in	 the	 power	 of	 the	
supernatural	and	are	turning	themselves	towards	science	and	atheism.	There	is	the	question	if	
the	gods	should	allow	the	humans	continue	their	own	work	towards	global	warming	or	if	effective	
measure	must	be	taken	in	the	upcoming	session	of	the	Council	of	Olympus.	

POSSIBLE	DIVINE	CAUSES	OF	GLOBAL	WARMING	

Please	note	 that	 this	 is	a	 list	of	possible	global	warming	causes.	Taking	 into	consideration	 the	
nature	of	the	committee,	the	delegates	are	free	to	discuss	more	causes	that	are	not	included	in	the	
study	guide.	
	

Ares:	Ares	is	the	God	of	War,	and	thrives	off	of	conflict.	It	is	believed	that	Ares	encourages	humans	
to	build	more	factories	for	producing	weapons	thus	polluting	the	environment	and	contributing	
to	the	global	warming.	

• Should	Ares	stop	messing	with	Humans	and	stop	encourage	them	in	to	building	military	
factories?	

	

Helios:	The	Greek	Titan	Helios	has	the	All-Seeing	Eye,	which	means	he	can	foresee	certain	events.	
However,	he	did	not	foresee	the	Global	Warming.	Is	it	that	maybe	he	did	foresee	Global	Warming	
but	failed	to	warn	the	other	Gods	on	Purpose?	

• Should	Helios	be	imprisoned	with	the	rest	of	the	Titans?	
	

Apollo	and	Helios:	Apollo	and	Helios	are	believed	to	be	the	reason	behind	the	high	temperature	of	
the	 Earth,	 making	 the	 planet	 unlivable	 for	 the	 Humans.	 No-one	 is	 sure	 exactly	 how	 they	 are	
causing	this	however.	

• Can	the	Council	convince	Apollo	and	Helios	to	reduce	Earth’s	temperature?	
	

Hera:	Hera	 is	the	wife	of	Zeus.	 It	 is	rumoured	that	Hera	 is	conspiring	with	other	gods	to	bring	
global	warming	to	Earth	in	order	to	kill	all	of	Zeus’	mortal	lovers.	

• Should	Hera	be	demoted	from	“Queen	of	Olympus”	and	have	her	powers	reduced?	Or	what	
about	the	other	strong	female	presences?	Could	they	have	avoided	this	crisis?	

	

Persephone:	Persephone	never	really	had	a	say	when	she	became	Hades’	wife.	
• Could	it	be	that	their	marriage	is	straining,	and	so	she’s	fled	aboveground?	Or	is	she	tired	

of	continually	being	pulled	from	her	husband	to	her	mother,	without	any	consideration	
for	her	opinion	on	the	matter?	

• Should	 Persephone	 return	 immediately	 to	 the	 underworld,	 in	 order	 for	 the	 global	
warming	to	stop?	
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Poseidon:	The	god	of	the	sea	has	been	accused	of	raising	the	level	of	the	oceans	causing	many	
cities	around	the	world	to	go	underwater.	But	did	he	do	this,	or	could	it	be	that	he	is	losing	control	
over	his	domain?	Does	Poseidon	want	to	expand	his	territory?	

• Should	 Poseidon	 stop	 raising	 the	 level	 of	 the	 Ocean?	 How	 can	 the	 other	 gods	 should	
convince	him	to	do	that?	

		
Hades:	 Hades	 is	 sure	 that	 his	 brothers,	 Zeus	 and	 Poseidon,	 tricked	 him	 and	 sent	 him	 to	 the	
underworld	while	they	stayed	on	earth	enjoying	life.	Hades	believes	that	global	warming	is	Zeus’	
fault	and	if	he	were	the	King	of	Olympus	nothing	like	that	would	have	happened.	

• Should	Zeus’	powers	be	limited?	
		
Pandora:	It	is	believed	that	Pandora	may	have	caused	global	warming	by	opening	the	Pandora’s	
Box,	which	was	given	to	Pandora	by	Zeus.	

• Did	Zeus	perhaps	want	Pandora	to	open	the	box	and	bring	global	warming	to	Earth?	
	

Hermes:	Gaining	 the	power	of	new	 forms	of	modern	communication	such	as	social	media	and	
blogging,	his	powers	enhanced	with	this	century.		

• Is	 it	 possible	 that	 he	 is	 overusing	 his	 powers	 by	 spreading	 fake	 news	 about	 global	
warming?	Who	can	we	trust?	
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Videos	
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bXXAbwIDhw0	
	

QUESTIONS	TO	BE	ADDRESSED	

o Will	the	gods	want	to	save	the	humans,	or	is	their	extinction	inevitable?		
o Is	global	warming	is	caused	by	humans	or	by	gods?	
o Will	the	extinction	of	the	human	race	solve	the	global	warming?		
o Will	 the	gods	create	a	new	 form	of	humans	after	 the	potential	destruction?	Maybe	 the	

creation	 of	 a	more	 advanced	 human	 race	 than	Prometheus	 previously	 created…	 If	 the	
global	warming	is	caused	by	one	or	many	gods,	who	should	be	blamed	and	how	should	he	
be	punished?	

o Can	the	lack	of	nurturing	the	living	world	because	of	male	domination	on	Olympus,	with	
the	eternal	ruling	of	Zeus	and	his	brother	might	be	the	cause	of	global	warming?	Can	a	
balance	of	powers	help	to	solve	this	problem?		

o What	will	global	warming	lead	to?	What	are	its	bigger	consequences?	
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CLOSING	REMARKS	

		
In	this	session,	the	Council	is	meeting	to	address	the	climate	change	crisis	that	the	planet	Earth	is	
currently	experiencing.	The	goal	of	this	session	is	thus	to	discuss	and	to	solve	the	global	warming	
that	 is	 threatening	 not	 only	 the	 humans	 but	 also	 by	 extension	 the	 gods	 themselves.	 Global	
warming	might	be	triggered	by	multiple	things,	but	to	solve	this	issue,	it	is	essential	to	focus	on	
the	 priorities.	 The	 actors	 in	 the	 Council	 of	 Olympus	 are	 generally	 in	 control	 of	 the	 natural	
phenomena	of	global	warming,	but	that	will	not	make	it	any	easier:	as	always,	there	is	more	at	
stake.		In	any	case,	the	aim	of	debate	is	ultimately	to	set	the	Earth	back	on	a	path	to	recovery	from	
this	global	crisis,	before	it	is	too	late.	
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