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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS	AND	GENERAL	REMARK	

This	Study	Guide	is	produced	by	the	AUCMUN	association,	Rüya	Aysu	Erdoğan	and	Felix	Dejaiffe.	

Nevertheless,	the	work	brought	to	delegates	from	academic	backgrounds	should	be	rightly	cited	

but	also	acknowledge	the	different	actors	of	its	environment	that	contributed	directly	or	indirectly	

to	the	making	of	this	study	guide.	

This	Study	Guide	have	been	written	with	the	contribution	of:	

- The	UN	Association	of	Sweden	&	Fahlin	Stromberg	with	their	work	on	a	Model	UN	on	the	

Myanmar	crisis	in	February	2018	

- The	AUCMUN	2019	General	Secretariat,	Aisha	Erenstein	&	Thijs	Vromen,	with	supervising	

the	Chair	weekly	work	on	this	Study	Guide	and	the	preparation	on	the	Crisis.	

Concretely,	The	following	text	is	a	guide	for	a	MUN	on	the	subject	of	the	Accession	of	the	PRC	to	

the	ROC’s	seat	in	the	UN	in	the	late	1960’sto	early	1970s.	This	guide	is	meant	to	serve	as	a	basis	

for	Delegate	preparation.	Delegates	are	encouraged	to	do	their	own	research	as	well,	especially	

about	their	country’	position.	For	this	purpose,	we	invite	you	to	read	the	documents	presented	in	

the	Recommended	reading	section	.	Here	you	will	find	all	the	necessary	resources	related	to	the	

Chinese	Question.	

If	delegates	have	any	questions	or	need	help	with	their	preparation,	they	should	not	hesitate	to	

get	in	touch	with	the	committee	Chairs	–	they	will	be	more	than	happy	to	help	and	provide	insights	

on	the	topics	of	discussion.	Delegates’	feedback	on	this	document	are	also	welcomed	by	the	Chairs.	
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WORD	OF	WELCOME	FROM	THE	CHAIRS	

Honourable	delegates	to	the	Historical	Security	Council	at	AUCMUN	2019!	

We	will	be	serving	as	your	chairs	for	the	conference.	Both	of	us	have	attended	this	committee	in	

past	experiences	and	are	excited	to	be	back	for	what	will	surely	be	an	enriching	and	memorable	

experience	for	all	of	us!	We	are	looking	forward	to	meeting	all	of	you	soon	during	the	upcoming	

sessions.	

As	 you	 may	 notice,	 the	 HUNSC	 is	 a	 challenging	 committee,	 but	 one	 which	 we	 hope	 will	 be	

immensely	rewarding	as	an	enriching	experience	within	International	Politics.	The	main	draw,	of	

course,	is	the	opportunity	to	rewrite	history,	to	re-create	a	more	ideal	past	that	envisions	a	better	

future.	To	this	end,	we	encourage	delegates	to	not	be	afraid	to	adopt	brave	stances	and	throw	out	

bold	ideas	in	debate,	and	we	very	much	look	forward	to	what	you’ll	come	up	with.	Of	course,	it	

will	be	expected	that	every	delegate	will	come	to	the	conference	with	a	high	degree	of	work	and	

preparation	 on	 its	 country	 position	 thus	 being	 able	 to	 show	 great	 diplomatic	 and	 negotiation	

skills.	 An	 advanced	 committee	 like	 the	 Crisis	 in	 the	 Historical	 Security	 Council	 requires	

professionalism	and	dedication	throughout	the	conference.	

We	hope	that	the	following	study	guide	will	provide	something	of	an	introduction	to	the	Chinese	

Issue.	Nevertheless,	we	strongly	encourage	you	to	do	further	research	as	you	deem	necessary.	We	

will	give	at	your	disposition	further	readings	on	the	issue	by	a	Google	Drive	folder.	

Finally,	 we	 do	 hope	 you’ll	 thoroughly	 enjoy	 yourselves	 and	 form	 lasting	 friendships	 over	 the	

course	of	3	days	and	the	plethora	of	activities	planned.	

Cordially,		
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WORD	OF	WELCOME	FROM	THE	CRISIS	DIRECTOR	

Dear	Delegates,	

	

While	 the	 start	 of	 our	 conference	 is	 closing	 in,	 the	 backroom	 staff	 and	 I	 are	working	 hard	 to	

provide	you	with	challenging,	fun,	and	surprising	crisis	situations.	We	aim	to	create	a	crisis	that	is	

not	only	historically	plausible,	but	also	gives	you	a	lot	of	freedom	to	determine	its	outcomes.	This	

means	you	shouldn’t	be	shy	to	push	for	outcomes	that	are	(even)	better	for	your	country	than	how	

it	actually	came	to	pass!	How	will	you	resolve	the	succession	issue	in	the	security	council,	while	

balancing	the	cold	war	tensions	that	will	be	warming	up?	Will	you	be	a	warhawk	or	a	peace	dove,	

a	negotiator	or	assasinator,	ideologist	or	pragmatist?		We	are	excited	to	find	out	and	hope	you	are	

as	well!	

	

Kind	regards,	

Thijs	Vromen	

Crisis	Director	Historical	UNSC	|	AUCMUN	2019	
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PARTICIPATING	IN	A	CRISIS	COMMITTEE	

Part	of	participating	in	a	crisis	committee	is	writing	directives.	Through	writing	directives,	you	

get	to	change	the	course	of	history.	Directives	are	directions	for	actions.	Whether	and	how	these	

actions	take	place	depends	entirely	on	the	backroom	staff	of	the	crisis.	There	are	different	forms	

of	 directives:	 firstly	 individual	 directives	 that	 apply	 to	 your	 person,	 secondly	 national	

directives	that	apply	to	your	member	state,	as	you	are	not	the	leader	of	your	member	state	these	

are	suggestions	to	your	leaders	which	could	or	could	not	be	followed,	thirdly	group	directives,	

which	are	directives	you	set-up	with	a	group	of	ambassadors	and	finally	committee	directives,	

which	are	directives	on	behalf	of	the	entire	UN	Security	Council.	

Keep	in	mind	that	you	are	representing	the	Ambassador	to	the	United	Nations.	In	that	position	

you	can	take	a	very	influential	position	within	deciding	your	country’s	foreign	policy,	but	by	no	

means	is	it	absolute.	However	you	do	have	absolute	power	over	your	own	actions,	particularly	in	

the	area	of	scheming	and	intrigue.	You	can	also	work	together	with	your	fellow	ambassadors	to	

implement	schemes	that	span	many	countries	and	make	use	of	each	others	networks.	

Specific	instructions	on	what	a	good	directive	needs	to	include	are	explained	in	the	Crisis	Rules	of	

Procedure,	but	as	a	rule	of	thumb	try	to	be	creative	but	firmly	grounded	in	reality.	Don’t	assume	

that	things	have	already	happened	but	explain	what	the	plan	is.	You	can	anticipate	possible	events	

by	defining	what	action	to	take	if	something	were	to	happen	(or	not.)	When	beginning	a	potential	

scheme	it	is	often	good	to	explain	to	the	backroom	staff	what	it	is	you	hope	to	achieve.	You	are	

encouraged	to	write	in-character,	many	crisis	delegates	address	their	directives	to	an	assistant	or	

secretary.	But	if	during	hectic	phases	you	give	up	that	format,	that	is	possible.	

There	 are	 a	 number	 of	 other	 things	 you	 can	 do	 as	 a	 crisis	 delegate.	 You	 can	 write	 a	 public	

communique	(although	it	can	be	directed	at	a	particular	group)	both	as	a	crisis	delegate,	as	a	

group	of	UN	ambassadors	or	as	the	UN	Security	Council.	Such	a	communique	doesn’t	include	any	

orders	for	action	but	simply	relays	information,	acting	as	a	press	release.	Still	such	a	press	release	

can	 have	 real	 consequences.	 You	 can	 also	 send	 a	 private	message	 or	 note,	 which	 are	 private	

communications	with	specific	people	(inside	the	committee	room	or	outside)	which	can	be	used	

to	help	push	forward	plots	or	gather	information.		

More	 information	 on	 the	 procedure,	 including	 instructions	 for	 the	 actions	 you	 can	 take	 as	 a	

delegate,	can	be	found	in	the	rules	of	procedure.	

	 	



	 7	

INTRODUCTION	TO	THE	1969	UN	SECURITY	COUNCIL	

COMPOSITION,	FUNCTIONS	AND	POWERS	

The	Security	Council	(UNSC)	was	established	in	1946	together	with	the	rest	of	the	United	Nations.	

The	Security	Council	is	one	the	six	main	organs	of	the	United	Nations	and	the	most	powerful	one	

which	has	the	task	to	make	decisions	regarding	the	protection	of	International	peace	and	security	

(United	Nations,	1945,	Chapter	6,	pp.6).	

The	principal	role	of	the	SC	is	to	promote	the	cause	of	international	collective	security,	a	task	for	

every	member	state	(MS)	through	a	process	of	mutual	checks	and	balances.	In	order	to	achieve	its	

task,	the	UNSC	has	the	authority	to	issue	binding	resolutions	to	member	states	of	the	UN,	with	the	

power	to	compel	obedience	through	force.	

The	Security	Council	takes	the	lead	in	determining	the	existence	of	a	threat	to	the	peace	or	act	of	

aggression.	It	calls	upon	the	parties	to	a	dispute	to	settle	it	by	peaceful	means	and	recommends	

methods	of	adjustment	or	terms	of	the	settlement.	In	some	cases,	the	Security	Council	can	resort	

to	imposing	sanctions	or	even	authorize	the	use	of	force	to	maintain	or	restore	international	peace	

and	security.	The	Council	can	also	send	UN	peacekeeping	forces	when	needed	in	order	to	restore	

stability	 and	 in	 troubled	 areas	 and	 keep	 opposing	 forces	 apart.	 The	 Security	 Council	 also	

recommends	the	appointment	of	the	Secretary-General	and	the	admission	of	new	members	to	the	

United	Nations	to	the	General	Assembly.	And,	together	with	the	General	Assembly,	it	elects	the	

judges	of	the	International	Court	of	Justice	(United	Nations,	1945,	Chapter	6,	pp.7).	

PERMANENT	MEMBERS:	THE	“P5”	

The	UNSC	consists	of	fifteen	state	members	from	which	five	permanent	members	(P5	Members)	

and	 ten	 non-permanent	members.	 As	 a	 product	 of	 the	 post-WWII	 world,	 the	 UNSC	 has	 been	

structured	to	accord	great	power	to	the	main	victors	of	the	war:	the	five	permanent	members	are	

as	followed	:	The	Republic	of	China,	the	United	States	of	America,	the	United	Kingdom	of	Great	

Britain	and	Northern	 Ireland,	France,	 the	Union	of	Soviet	Socialist	Republics	 (Simonian,	2018.	

pp.118).	

NON-PERMANENT	MEMBERS	

The	remaining	10	members	denominated	non-permanent	members	are	elected	for	a	term	of	two	

years	with	seats	received	for	each	geographical	region	(United	Nations,	1945,	Chapter	6	and	7,	

pp.7).	A	non-member	state	of	the	Council	may	participate	in	discussions	without	the	right	to	vote	

in	the	following	cases:	by	decision	of	the	Security	Council	or	a	member	state	particularly	affected	

by	the	matter	under	discussion	in	the	Security	Council,	and	as	of	right	or	as	a	matter	of	right	or	as	
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a	member	or	non-member	state	in	a	dispute	under	consideration	by	the	Security	Council	(United	

Nations,	1945,	Chapter	6	and	7,	pp.7-8).	

OBSERVATORY	MEMBERS	

An	 observatory	 state	 may	 participate	 in	 UNSC	 discussions	 without	 the	 right	 to	 vote	 in	 the	

following	cases:	by	decision	of	the	Security	Council	or	a	member	state	particularly	affected	by	the	

matter	under	discussion	 in	 the	Security	Council,	and	as	of	 right	or	as	a	matter	of	 right	or	as	a	

member	or	non-member	state	in	a	dispute	under	consideration	by	the	Security	Council	(United	

Nations,	1945,	pp.8)	

THE	DECISION-MAKING	PROCESS	

Procedural	decisions	shall	be	adopted	by	an	affirmative	vote	of	nine	members.	Other	decisions	

shall	 be	 adopted	 by	 the	 same	 majority,	 including	 the	 votes	 of	 all	 permanent	 members.	 It	 is	

important	 to	note	 that	under	Chapter	VI	 on	dispute	 settlement,	 the	 state	party	 to	 the	dispute	

abstains	from	voting	(Simonian,	2018,	pp.119).	The	P5	members	of	the	UNSC	have	the	Right	to	

Veto	during	the	voting	on	substantive	resolutions.	Should	any	of	the	P5	members	vote	“against”,	

the	Resolution	immediately	fails	to	pass.	Abstentions	do	not	count	as	a	veto.	
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THE	ACCESSION	OF	THE	PRC	TO	THE	ROC’S	SEAT	IN	THE	UN	IN	THE	MID-	TO	
LATE	1960’S	

	

IMPORTANT	REMARK:	

Before	 the	 reading	 of	 the	 following	 text,	 delegates	 should	 note	 that	 the	 following	 historical	

analysis	 on	 China	 and	 the	 Cold	War	 tensions	 in	 the	 1960s	 does	 not,	 in	 anyway,	 represent	 an	

objective	and	in	depth	reading	for	a	full	delegate	preparation.	The	intention	here	is	to	provide	a	

simplified	historical	 reading	 to	help	 the	delegate	understand	 the	general	 context	 in	which	 the	

simulation	discussions	will	take	place.	

Furthermore,	the	Study	Guide	will	also	provide	an	introduction	to	International	Law	regarding	

crucial	concepts	that	will	probably	be	debated	during	the	committee	such	as	State	Recognition	

and	Self	Determination.	We	urge	delegates	to	fully	understand	those	concepts	in	order	to	have	

quality	debate	around	the	Chinese	question	and	cross-strait	relations.	
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HISTORY	AND	ORIGINS	OF	CHINA	AND	ITS	TWO	GOVERNMENTS	

INTRODUCTION		

The	question	of	the	PRC’s	possible	accession	to	UN	recognition	and	membership,	potentially	even	

within	 the	 Security	 Council	 represents	 an	 intricate	 issue	 in	 both	 international	 law	 and	

international	 relations.	 The	 Chinese	 question	 is	 essentially	 an	 extension	 of	 a	 “two	 Chinas”	

problem.	The	ROC-PRC,	or	cross-strait,	situation	is	furthermore	at	stake	since	the	ROC	is	situated	

on	the	island	of	Taiwan	which	represents	a	key	geo-strategic	location	and	thus	a	sensitive	issue	

regarding	 the	sovereignty	over	 the	 island	(Hsieh,	2009).	The	Chinese	Question	concerning	 the	

“One	China”	policy	must	be	discussed	as	a	double	challenge,	given	 that	 the	question	 is	 closely	

intertwined	in	law	and	politics.	The	issue	will	need	the	analysis	of	the	one-China	legal	challenges	

involving	 cross	 strait	 relations,	 state	 recognition	 &	 self	 determination,	 and	 UN	 membership,	

focusing	on	how	these	challenges	have	evolved	over	time	(Hsieh,	2009,	pp.	59).	

Although	evolving	at	an	exceptional	speed,	the	path	for	the	two	governments	has	been	tortuous	

and	rugged	since	1900	(Benson,	2012,	pp.15).	The	Chinese	question	and	cross-strait	relations	can	

be	divided	into	three	stages:	(1)	the	stage	from	1895	to	1945,	when	cross	straits	relations	were	

“international	relations”	between	China	and	Japan,	(2)	the	stage	from	1945-1949	where	cross-

strait	relations	were	purely	domestic	since	both	sides	were	under	ROC	jurisdiction,	(3)	the	stage	

from	 1949	 onwards	where	we	 face	 a	 vague	 legal	 nature	 –	 neither	 international	 or	 domestic.	

(Hsieh,	2009,	pp.60).	

1ST	STAGE	–	1895-1945	

The	origins	lie	in	the	fall	of	the	last	Chinese	empire,	the	Qing	dynasty	(1644	-	1912).	At	the	time	of	

the	Qing	Dynasty,	the	empire	controlled	more	territories	than	ever	before,	including	Tibet	and	the	

territories	of	the	far	northwest	and	held	strong	influence	over	some	of	its	direct	neighbors	such	

as	Vietnam,	Mongolia	and	Korea	.		(Benson,	2012,	pp.30-31).	

During	the	19th	Century,	The	Qing	Dynasty	lost	the	two	opium	wars	against	the	British	army	and,	

against	 its	 will,	 ceded	 parts	 of	 its	 territory	 to	 the	 European	 powers,	 thus	 opening	 the	 era	 of	

Western	imperialism	in	Asia.	(Benson,	2012,	pp.	32).	

As	a	result	of	the	inevitable	collapse	of	the	Qing	Dynasty,	an	insurrection	broke	out	in	1911	in	

central	China	and	spread	throughout	the	country.	After	the	Qing	Dynasty	was	overthrown	in	1912,	

political	leader	Sun	Zhongshan	and	the	Chinese	Nationalist	Party	(Kuomintang	or	KMT),	founded	

Asia’s	first	constitutional	republic,	the	Republic	of	China).	At	the	birth	of	the	ROC,	the	island	of	

Taiwan	was	not	within	China’s	territorial	scope,	given	that	the	previous	Qing	government	ceded	

Taiwan	 to	 the	Empire	of	 Japan	under	 the	Treaty	of	 Shimonoseki	 in	1895.	After	 a	 few	months	
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however,	 Sun	 Zhongshan	 was	 replaced	 by	 General	 Yuan	 Shikai,	 who	 was	 supported	 by	 the	

revolutionaries.	Under	his	aegis,	the	ROC	proved	to	be[1]		oppressive	and	authoritarian	(Benson,	

2012,	pp.32).	His	death	in	1916	lead	to	transfer	of	power	to	regional	military	leaders,	commonly	

known	 as	 warlords,	 which	 harmed	 the	 political	 stability	 and	 legitimacy	 of	 the	 government.	

(Benson,	2012,	pp.	33)	

	

THE	INTELLECTUAL	MOVEMENT	AND	THE	BIRTH	OF	THE	CHINESE	COMMUNIST	PARTY	

The	 warlord	 regime	 during	 the	 period	 1916	 –	 1928,	 the	 ROC	 didn’t	 have	 a	 hold	 on	 China	

territories,	and	 led	Chinese	academics	and	youth	 to	 think	of	a	new	political	 system	capable	of	

ending	 the	 division	 and	 instability	 of	 the	 state	 in	 order	 to	 tackle	 rural	 poverty	 and	 economic	

decline.	Violent	domestic	demonstrations	broke	out	in	1919	to	dissuade	the	signing	of	treaty	of	

Versailles	but	didn’t	result	in	concrete	measures	by	the	government.	(Benson,	2012,	pp.	33-34)	

The	signing	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	led	Japan	to	enrich	itself	at	the	expense	of	China,	aiming	to	

further	secure	its	foothold	in	Asia.	Such	an	incident	would	set	the	path	for	the	emergence	of	a	new	

political	consciousness	from	the	Chinese	academic	community.	In	1921,	the	Communist	Party	of	

China	(CCP)	Party	was	founded	in	a	phase	of	intellectual	effervescence	in	which	the	local	academic	

world	turned	to	Western	revolutionary	political	philosophies	(Ch’en,	1983).	The	CCP	joined	forces	

in	1923	with	the	nationalist	party	presided	over	by	Dr.	Sun	but	the	alliance	didn’t	 last	 long.	In	

1925	after	Sun’s	death,	Jiang	Jieshi	took	back	control	of	the	army	of	the	nationalist	movement.	and	

identified	the	CCP	as	a	military	ally	but	not	as	a	political	partner	(Benson,	2012,	pp.	35).	

	

THE	RISING	CONFLICT	BETWEEN	THE	ROC	AND	THE	CCP	UNDER	JIANG’S	LEADERSHIP	

Jiang's[1]		priorities	were	to	liberate	Chinese	territories	from	warlords	and	undermine	communist	

efforts,	and	gave	the	Japanese	the	opportunity	to	seize	northeast	China	(Manchuria)	in	1921	(Iriye,	

1986).	Between	1926	and	1928,	Jiang	Jieshi	began	the	expedition	to	the	North	during	which	he	

defeated	 the	 warlords	 and	 took	 almost	 total	 control	 of	 China	 and	 Shanghai	 with	 the	 help	 of	

communist	allies.	(Benson,	2012,	pp.	35).	

Moreover,	Jiang	was	wary	of	the	CCP's	intentions	and	sought	to	eliminate	them	in	1927	with	a	first	

eradication	attempt	in	Shanghai,	known	as	the	"white	terror"	where	between	5000	to	10	000	CCP	

members	were	killed	(Ryan,	2016).	Jiang	was	dismissed	from	his	position	for	this	incident	but	was	

called	back	shortly	after	to	order	as	Commander	in	1928	where	he	succeeded	into	liberating	China	

from	its	last	warlords.	As	soon	as	Central	China	was	liberated	from	warlords,	Jiang	defined	the	

CCP	 as	 a	 banned	 organization,	 as	 was	 did	 any	 trade	 union	 developing	 under	 communist	
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leadership.	Paradoxically,	the	liberation	and	reunification	of	China	from	warlords	by	Jiang	didn’t	

solve	 the	 various	 societal	 and	 economic	 problems	 of	 China.	 It	 is	 in	 this	 context	 that	 the	 CCP	

succeeded	in	gaining	support	from	the	population	and	establishing	communist	bases	in	southern	

China.	(Benson,	2012,	pp.36).	

THE	EMERGENCE	OF	THE	CCP	AS	A	POLITICAL	ENTITY	AND	SOVIET	PARTNERSHIP	

Between	1927	and	1934,	the	CCP	was	assisted	by	the	Soviet	Comintern,	focusing	on	the	objective	

of	setting	up	a	revolution	in	the	urban	proletariat,	particularly	in	southeast	China	(Ch’en,	1986).	

This	is	where	communist	leader	Mao	Zedong	emerged	as	a	political	figure	within	the	CCP.	His	rise	

in	Chinese	politics	came	in	a	period	of	trials	and	tribulations	for	the	CCP.	He	and	his	political	allies	

temporarily	 retreated	 from	 the	 political	 scene	 during	 Jiang's	 second	 campaign	 against	 the	

communist	in	1934	which	let	CCP	members	to	hide	and	manifest	in	rural	areas	(Ch’en,	1986).	In	

this	context,	Mao	politically	survived		Jian’	second	attack	by		consolidating	the	CCP	propaganda	

within	the	rural	population	during	the	Long	March1	until	1936.	(Benson,	2012,	pp.36-37).	

In	1937,	the	Chinese	government	under	Jiang	faced	a	Japanese	invasion,	starting	their	operations	

from	the	Manchuria	military	base,	which	had	been	seized	in	1921.	The	same	year,	the	Japanese	

army	seized	Shanghai	and	Nanjing,	the	political	capital.	By	938,	the	Japanese	army	controlled	the	

main	cities,	thus	resulting	in	the	retreat	of	the	ROC	government	to	Central	China..	(Benson,	2012,	

pp.37).	

2ND	STAGE	–	1945-1949	

During	Japan’s	occupation,	the	ROC	decided	to	levy	heavy	taxes	and	a	forced	military	constituency	

on	 its	 population	 in	 Central	 China.	 These	 two	 policies	 plunged	 the	 population	 under	 strict	

nationalist	control,	increasing	misery.	This	authoritarian	period	led	to	progressive	civil	hostilities	

and	protests	against	Jiang’s	government	which	would	help	the	CCP	to	strengthen	its	influence	over	

the	civil	population	later	on	(Benson,	2012,	pp.	38).	

From	1941	to	1945,	Japan	was	at	war	with	the	United	States.	 In	addition	to	this,	American	aid	

allowed	the	Chinese	nationalist	government	to	regain	control	of	the	country	and	free	itself	from	

the	 Japanese	army	(Iriye,	1986).	The	allied	powers,	 including	 the	ROC,	mandated	that	Taiwan,	

which	“Japan	has	stolen	from	the	Chinese,	(…)	shall	be	restored	to	the	Republic	of	China”	(Hsieh,	

2009).	 This	 arrangement	was	 stated	 in	 the	 Cairo	Declaration	 in	 1943	 and	 reconfirmed	 in	 the	

																																																													

1	The	withdrawal	of	the	CCP	from	the	Jiangxi	region	that	served	Mao	as	a	base	after	the	government's	
reported	attacks	from	October	1934	to	December	1935.	High	losses	reduced	the	marchers	from	nearly	
100,000	to	8,000	until	they	arrived	in	Yanan,	North	China.	
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Potsdam	Declaration	in	September	1945.	When	Japan	surrendered	the	same	year,	the	ROC	forces	

officially	 restored	 Chinese	 nationality	 and	 sovereignty	 over	 the	 island.	 Following	 the	 San	

Francisco	Peace	Treaty	between	Japan	and	the	allied	powers	in	1951,	Japan	and	the	ROC	signed	

the	Treaty	of	Taipei,	where	Japan	renounced	its	claim	on	the	sovereignty	of	Taiwan.	From	October	

1945	to	1949,	both	Mainland	China	and	Taiwan	belonged	to	the	ROC	(Benson,	2012,	pp.	37).	

Moreover,	the	end	of	the	Second	World	War	wasn’t	synonymous	with	peace.	The	CCP	denounced	

ROC’s	 corruptive	 regime	 and	 the	 enrichment	 of	 the	 elites	 during	 the	war	 at	 the	 expense	 of	 a	

population	 that	 lived	 in	 extreme	 poverty	 (Van	 Slyke,	 1986).	 Conflicting	 animosity	 between	

Communists	and	Nationalists	pushed	China	into	a	civil	war	during	the	period	1946-1949.	(Benson,	

2012,	pp.	38)	

	

THE	“BIRTH”	OF	THE	PRC	AND	THE	CHINESE	QUESTION	THROUGH	THE	CHINESE	CIVIL	
WAR	

This	was	 followed	by	a	 clash	between	 the	Nationalist	Army	and	 the	People's	Liberation	Army	

(PLA)2.		

The	nationalists	lost	crucial	battles	in	Manchuria	in	1947-48.	After	getting	defeated	in	the	battle	

of	the	Yangtze	River,	the	nationalist	government	of	Jiang	retreated	to	the	island	of	Taiwan.	Waiting	

for	a	 final	assault	by	the	PLA	which	never	came,	 the	ROC	established	their	government	on	the	

island	while	the	CCP	chose	to	consolidate	its	control	over	the	mainland	(Benson,	2012,	pp.38).	

As	the	new	leader	of	the	country,	Mao	Zedong	proclaimed	on	October	1,	1949,	the	establishment	

of	the	People's	Republic	of	China	in	Beijing.	From	1949	onwards,	cross-strait	relations	entered	the	

third	stage	of	the	Chinese	Question	where	both	governments	are	in	direct	competition	not	only	at	

the	 domestic	 level	 but	 also	 on	 the	 international	 stage.	 Now	 that	 the	 PRC	 government	 has	

expressed	its	self	determination	over	mainland	China	-	which	government	should	be	recognized	

as	the	State	of	China	and	which	should	not	?	

Despite	the	PRC’s	claim	that	it	had	“succeeded”	the	ROC,	the	ROC	situated	on	the	island	of	Taiwan	

enjoyed	worldwide	recognition	for	decades	as	the	only	legitimate	government	of	China,	in	both	

																																																													

2	The	PLA	is	the	unified	organization	of	the	CCP’s	land,	sea	and	air	forces.	Initially	called	the	Red	Army,	it	
grew	under	Mao	Zedong	from	5000	troops	in	1929	to	200,000	in	1933.	Only	a	fraction	of	this	survived	the	
Long	March	in	retreat	from	the	Nationalist.	After	World	War	II	the	Communist	forces	renamed	the	
people’s	Liberation	Army,	defeated	the	nationalist	in	1949,	making	possible	the	formation	of	the	PRC	
government	on	mainland	China	(Pletcher,	2019).	
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the	United	Nations	and	the	diplomatic	circles.	Unlike	certain	progressive	European	powers	such	

as	France,	Sweden,	Norway	and	Denmark	that	chose	to	recognize	the	new	Chinese	government	in	

1949,	the	United	States	refused,	instead	choosing	to	recognize	Jiang’s	government	in	Taiwan	as	

the	only	legitimate	government	of	China	(Benson,	2012,	pp.	49)	

At	the	Chair’s	discretion,	this	third	state	of	cross-strait	relations	isn’t	treated	in	this	study	guide	

since	it	will	up	to	the	Delegates	to	make	their	own	preparation	and	knowledge	on	the	theme.	This	

theme	is	central	for	the	apprehension	of	the	Chinese	question.	It	is	crucial	that	delegates	seek	the	

understanding	of	recent	cross	strait	relations	in	order	to	find	a	viable	compromise	between	the	

ROC	and	the	PRC.	Further	discussions	can	also	bring	elements	of	International	Law	such	as	the	

ones	presented	in	the	section	«	Guidelines	».	

RECENT	DEVELOPMENTS	:	POLITICAL	AND	ECONOMIC	CHANGE	WITHIN	PRC	
CHINA		

THE	GREAT	LEAP	FORWARD	

In	1958,	 eight	 years	had	passed	 since	 the	proclamation	of	 the	People's	Republic	 of	China,	 the	

country	was	in	a	period	of	strong	economic	growth,	cooperating	with	the	Soviet	Union	to	increase	

its	 industrial	 production.	During	 the	 spring	 and	 summer	 of	 1958	Mao	pushed	 the	Great	 Leap	

Forward3	as	an	alternative	to	the	development	strategy	that	had	been	imported	from	the	Soviet	

Union.	The	eight	years	between	1958	and	1965	were	a	period	of	major	transition	in	the	Chinese	

revolution	(Liberthal,	1987,	pp.	292).	

The	 combination	of	 farmers'	 reluctance	 to	 criticize	 or	 challenge	 authority	with	 the	misguided	

advice	of	overzealous	executives	 led	to	an	acute	crisis	 in	the	countryside	regarding	decreasing	

food	production	and	security.	The	years	1959	-	1961,	or	also	known	as	the	"three	bitter	years"	4,	

had	a	devastating	impact	on	rural	China	(Lardy,	1987).	Fortunately,	the	resumption	of	economic	

policies	 in	1959	by	Liu	Shaoqi	succeeded	from	1962	onwards	 in	changing	the	situation	with	a	

greater	liberalization	of	economic	production,	in	particular	by	introducing	financial	incentives	for	

farmers.	(Benson,	2012,	pp.	69).	While	the	political	PRC	elite	struggled	with	food	production	and	

population	 living	conditions	 in	the	beginning	of	 the	1960s,	Mao	took	time	outside	the	political	

arena	 to	 write	 and	 read	 Chinese	 literature	 with	 the	 objective	 of	 revitalizing	 the	 Communist	

Revolution	of	his	regime.	

																																																													

3An	 economic	 movement	 launched	 by	 Mao	 in	 1958	 to	 make	 Lachine,	 in	 fifteen	 years,	 the	 equal	 of	 Great	 Britain.	
Unfortunately,	the	Plan	leads	to	widespread	famine	and	the	death	of	millions	of	people.	

4	The	years	1959	to	1961	are	so	called	because	of	famine	and	prolonged	food	shortages	throughout	China.	An	
estimated	thirty	million	Chinese	died	during	this	period.	
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THE	GREAT	PROLETARIAN	CULTURAL	REVOLUTION	

During	 the	 spring	 of	 1966,	 Mao	 launched	 cultural	 and	 political	 campaign,	 which	 generated	 a	

Chinese	youth	federation	around	his	political	ideas.	In	August	1966,	the	CCP	Central	Committee	

launched	a	directive	calling	for	a	"cultural	revolution"	to	criticize	the	old	society	and	traditions	in	

order	to	allow	the	emergence	of	a	new	society	(Harding,	1991).	It	was	on	the	basis	of	this	initiative	

that	Chinese	 youth	were	ordered	 to	 form	 revolutionary	 groups	 that	would	be	 called	 "the	Red	

Guards".	 This	 social	 and	 political	 movement	 allowed	 Mao	 to	 build	 a	 stronger	 Chinese	

revolutionary	 communist	 identity	 which	 strengthened	 his	 leadership,	 as	 well	 as	 to	 better	

undermine	officials	who	"followed	the	capitalist	path"	(Benson,	2012,	pp.70).	Moreover,	Mao’s	

revolutionary	 quest	 led	 a	mass	movement	which	 strongly	 emphasized	 the	 political	 and	 social	

problems	(Harding,	1991,	pp.105).	

The	Cultural	Revolution	also	instigated	many	civil	clashes,	particularly	in	key	rural	and	industrial	

areas	such	as	the	Sichuan	region	and	Central	China,	resulting	in	the	closure	of	companies	and	the	

disruption	of	transport	as	well	as	the	distribution	of	food	and	goods.	(Benson,	2012,	pp.	76).	

	

BRIEFING	ON	RECENT	SINO-AMERICAN	RELATIONS	

During	the	1950s,	Peking's	preoccupation	with	Sino-American	relations	had	been	manifested	in	

the	 Taiwan	 problem,	 the	 Korean	War,	 exclusion	 from	 the	 United	 Nations,	 and	 the	 American	

economic	embargo.	These	issues	were	primarily,	involving	such	matters	as	sovereignty,	national	

security,	 and	economic	development	 (Steven	and	al.	2013).	Nevertheless,	 there	 is	a	 remaining	

sense	of	fascination	with	China	from	the	US	government	at	this	time.	The	1950s	could	talk	about	

the	 "loss"	 of	 China	 given	 the	 different	 trust	 issues,	 and	 the	 1960s	 could	 represents	 a	 certain	

hostility	toward	China	from	the	US	administration	(Terril,	1980,	pp.	100).	

Until	1969,	the	U.S	administration	have	tried	to	disrupt	the	PRC	government.	Washington	may	

believe	that	China	represents	an	expansionist	power	thus	questioning	the	security	of	 its	Asian	

neighbors.	The	United	States	constructed	a	range	of	military	alliances	along	China's	eastern	and	

southern	borders,	including	Japan,	South	Korea,	and	the	ROC	government	on	the	Taiwan	Island.	

With	its	allies,	the	United	States	formed	the	Southeast	Asia	Treaty	Organization	(SEATO)	that	also	

included	 Thailand,	 the	 Philippines,	 and	 South	 Vietnam;,	 and	 the	 ANZUS	 Treaty	 which	 linked	

Australia,	New	Zealand	(	Columbia	University,	2009).	
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INTRODUCTION	TO	THE	COLD	WAR	

After	the	Second	World	War,	balances	of	power	had	shifted	in	Europe	and	during	this	political	

ambiguity,	 United	 States	 of	 America	 and	 the	 Union	 of	 Soviet	 Socialist	 Republics	 rose	 as	 two	

superpowers.	There	was	a	 shift	 from	a	multipolar	world	 to	a	bipolar	world	with	 these	 strong	

countries	in	power.	The	period	of	political,	social	and	economic	tension	between	the	superpowers	

United	States	of	America	and	the	Union	of	Soviet	Socialist	Republics	which	started	at	the	end	of	

the	Second	World	War	is	defined	as	the	Cold	War;	as	the	antagonisms	and	rivalries	between	these	

two	superpowers	did	not	turn	into	a	direct	military	hostility,	but	all	sorts	of	non-military	means	

were	used.	(Palmer,	Colton	&	Kramer,	2014,	p.	887)	

	

However,	many	proxy	wars	also	took	place,	although	there	was	not	a	direct	conflict	between	the	

US	and	the	USSR.	A	proxy	war	(proxy	conflicts)	can	be	defined	as	“a	war	fought	between	groups	

or	smaller	countries	that	each	represent	the	interests	of	other	larger	powers,	and	may	have	help	

and	support	from	these.”	(“Proxy	War”)	In	other	words,	“The	widening	diplomatic,	geopolitical,	

and	 ideological	 clash	 of	 interests	 came	 to	 be	 known	 as	 the	 Cold	 War,	 so	 called	 because	 the	

antagonisms	and	rivalries,	intense	though	they	were,	always	fell	short	of	open	or	direct	military	

hostilities	between	the	two	powers.”	(Palmer,	Colton	&	Kramer,	2014,	p.	887).	Conflicts	such	as	

these	occurred	all	over	the	world	in	every	continent.	For	example,	there	was	such	in	Cambodia,	

Greece,	El	Salvador,	Afghanistan,	along	with	Ethiopia	and	Chile.		
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KEY	EVENTS	OF	THE	COLD	WAR	

	

1945	 The	Potsdam	Conference:	The	Allies	decide	on	the	conditions	of	the	occupation	of	

Germany	

The	US	launched	nuclear	bombs	to	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki.		

1947	 The	Truman	Doctrine:	The	USA	agrees	that	it	will	provide	help	and	assistance	to	

the	countries	threatened	by	communism,	especially	Greece	and	Turkey.		

This	 is	 followed	by	 the	Secretary	of	State	George	C.	Marshall	announcing	an	aid	

program	 to	 assist	 the	 countries	 in	 reconstructing	 after	 the	 war,	 known	 as	 the	

Marshall	Plan.		

1948	 The	USSR	occupies	Czechoslovakia.		

The	Berlin	Blockade:	The	USSR	isolates	West	Berlin	and	cuts	off	 the	entrance	of	

supplies	 to	 the	city.	The	USA	starts	 the	Berlin	Airlift	 to	deliver	supplies	 to	West	

Berlin.	Stalin	ended	up	lifting	the	blockade	in	May	1949.				

1949	 The	NATO	Treaty	is	signed.	

The	 Federal	 Republic	 of	 Germany	 and	 German	 Democratic	 Republic	 are	

established,	commonly	known	as	West	and	East	Germany.	

Mao	Zedong	wins	the	civil	war	in	China,	and	with	the	Communist	Party,	establishes	

the	People’s	Republic	of	China.		

1950-	

1953	

The	Korean	War:	North	Korea	attacks	South	Korea.	People’s	Republic	of	China	and	

the	USSR	help	North	Korea	against	the	Western	and	South	Korean	forces.	

1953	 Death	of	Stalin,	who	is	succeeded	by	Nikita	Khrushchev	
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1955	 West	Germany	is	admitted	to	NATO.	

1956	 The	Hungarian	uprising,	which	is	forcefully	stopped	by	the	USSR.		

The	Suez	Canal	Crisis	

1961	 The	start	of	the	construction	of	the	Berlin	Wall.	

1962	 The	Cuban	Missile	Crisis:	The	world	is	on	the	verge	of	a	nuclear	war	for	the	first	

time.		

1963	 Tests	of	nuclear	weapons	are	suspended	with	the	signature	of	the	Partial	Nuclear	

Test	Ban	Treaty	(PTBT)	

1965	 The	 first	American	 troops	 land	 in	 South	Vietnam	as	 the	beginning	of	 the	USA	–	

Vietnam	War.		

1968	 Warsaw	Pact	troops	stop	the	Prague	Spring	uprising.	

	

VIETNAM	WAR	

Starting	 in	 1954,	 this	 conflict	 between	 South	 Vietnam	 (later	 aided	 by	 the	 U.S.,	 South	 Korea,	

Australia,	the	Philippines,	Thailand,	and	New	Zealand)	and	the	Vietcong	(which	would	later	be	

North	Vietnam).	It	is	important	to	look	into	the	Vietnam	War	in	order	to	understand	the	world’s	

political	situation	in	the	era	of	1960s.	Vietnam,	having	been	under	the	administration	of	France	

since	the	late	1800s,	was	occupied	by	Japan	during	World	War	II.	The	Vietnamese	political	leader	

Ho	Chi	Minh	formed	the	League	of	Independence	of	Vietnam	(Viet	Minh)	in	1941,	aiming	to	fight	

against	the	Japanese	military	forces	and	the	French	administration	at	the	same	time.	When	World	

War	II	ended	with	the	defeat	of	the	Axis,	Japan	withdrew	its	forces	from	Vietnam	in	1945.	After	

Japan’s	withdrawal,	Vietnam	was	under	control	of	Emperor	Bao	Dai.	(Vietnam	War,	n.	d.)	
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Wanting	to	regain	its	colonies,	the	French	government	offered	Vietnamese	people	that	if	Vietnam	

would	become	a	French	state,	France	could	grant	its	independence.	When	Viet	Minh	rejected	the	

offer,	Viet	Minh	and	French	forces	began	to	fight	in	1946.	When	France	was	defeated	in	the	battle	

of	Dien	Bien	Phu	 in	 1954,	 the	 “Geneva	Accords”	were	 signed	by	both	 sides.	According	 to	 this	

agreement,	Vietnam	would	be	temporarily	separated	along	the	latitude	of	the	17th	parallel,	by	a	

demilitarized	zone	(DMZ),	with	Ho	Chi	Minh	in	control	of	the	North	while	Bao	Dai	of	the	South.	

(Brown,	2008,	p.137)	However	later	on,	anti-communist	Ngo	Dinh	Diem	became	president	of	the	

Government	of	the	Republic	of	Vietnam	instead	of	Emperor	Bao	Dai.		

	

Ho	Chi	Minh	wanted	to	unite	the	country	under	a	communist	regime,	while	the	government	of	

South	Vietnam	under	the	control	of	Ngo	Dinh	Diem	strongly	objected	to	this.	Therefore,	in	order	

to	prevent	the	communist	regime	from	spreading	all	around	Vietnam,	firstly	military	advisers	of	

the	United	States	(US),	and	then	active	American	troops	were	sent	to	Vietnam.	The	communist	

governments	of	USSR	and	China,	on	the	other	hand,	supported	the	North	with	weapons,	supplies	

and	advisors.	Thus,	the	Vietnam	War	sort	of	symbolized	the	Cold	War,	as	it	was	the	conflict	of	a	

Western	bloc	and	a	communist	bloc.	(Hall,	2007,	p.19)	
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THE	SINO-SOVIET	SPLIT	

The	Sino-Soviet	split	is	a	crucial	event	to	understand	for	the	agenda	item	of	this	committee.	The	

Sino-Soviet	split	was	a	diplomatic	conflict	between	People’s	Republic	of	China,	led	by	Mao	Zedong,	

and	USSR,	led	by	Stalin	and	began	in	the	late	1950s.	“The	Sino-Soviet	split	remains	one	of	the	most	

pivotal	events	of	the	Cold	War,	representing	the	break	between	the	two	giants	of	the	Communist	

world	and	the	shattering	of	socialist	solidarity.”	(Farley,	2017)	Before	the	split,	People’s	Republic	

of	 China	worked	with	 advisers	 from	 the	 USSR,	 encouraging	 the	 country	 to	 follow	 the	 USSR’s	

footsteps	in	building	their	communist	state	in	Asia.	The	USSR’s	development	model	included	an	

emphasis	 on	 industry,	 which	 was	 funded	 by	 taxes	 collected	 from	 the	 peasants	 and	 farmers.	

However,	things	changed	for	Russian-Chinese	relations	after	Stalin’s	death	in	1953.	Mao	Zedong	

thought	 that	 he	 was	 the	 leader	 who	 would	 replace	 Stalin	 in	 the	 communist	 world,	 issuing	

provoking	comments	and	saying	that	tsarist	Russia	unfairly	stripped	China	off	land	in	Siberia	and	

Far	East.	Khrushchev,	on	the	other	hand,	USSR’s	next	leader,	clearly	opposed.	Mao	was	also	upset	

with	Khrushchev’s	denouncement	of	Stalin	in	1956,	as	he	respected	Stalin	greatly.	(Whiting,	1986)	

This	disagreement	would	later	on	start	the	Sino-Soviet	split.	

The	 split	 began	 after	 Khrushchev	 held	 a	 summit	meeting	with	 Dwight	 Eisenhower,	 the	 then-

President	of	the	USA,	in	1959,	as	the	USSR	was	planning	to	appease	the	‘West.’	As	Khrushchev	was	

aware	of	the	nuclear	power	of	the	USA	and	the	threat	of	mutually	assured	destruction,	he	sought	

to	negotiate	with	the	USA	in	order	to	avoid	the	start	of	a	nuclear	war.	This	made	Mao	feel	that	

Khrushchev	was	not	willing	 to	 actively	 fight	 for	 the	victory	of	 communism,	 and	 increased	 the	

tension.	(Whiting,	1986)	The	Sino-Soviet	split	also	initiated	the	Sino-Soviet	border	conflict,	which	

was	an	undeclared	military	conflict	between	the	two	countries	that	lasted	for	seven	months.	China	

and	Russia	have	had	border	issues	for	centuries,	but	especially	in	the	1960s,	the	USSR	realized	the	

intensification	 of	 Chinese	military	 activity	 in	 the	 border	 region.	 Tensions	 rose	 and	 each	 side	

became	more	and	more	hostile.	

The	USSR	was	also	alarmed	by	the	changes	occurring	in	China.	Khrushchev	refused	to	recognize	

their	earlier	relations	with	People’s	Republic	of	China,	as	well	as	how	the	USSR	agreed	to	assist	

China	in	developing	nuclear	weapons	and	solving	their	border	dispute	with	India.	Mao	was	very	

offended	by	 the	behavior	of	 the	USSR	and	 thought	 that	Khrushchev	was	working	 to	 fulfill	 the	

demands	of	the	West.	(Whiting,	1986)	By	June	1960,	the	Sino-Soviet	split	became	public.	The	two	

leaders	had	more	and	more	disagreements	in	the	early	1960s.	Mao	criticized	Khrushchev	for	his	

stance	in	the	Cuban	Missile	Crisis	in	1962	and	Khrushchev	criticized	Mao’s	policies,	saying	that	

they	would	lead	to	a	nuclear	war.	“…the	onset	of	Mao's	Cultural	Revolution	severed	all	contact	

between	 not	 only	 the	 two	 countries	 but	 between	 China	 and	 most	 of	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 world.”	

(Whiting,	1986)	
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KEY	EVENTS	OF	THE	SINO-SOVIET	SPLIT	

	

1949	 Treaty	of	Friendship	and	Alliance	between	the	USSR	and	PRC	

1953	 Stalin’s	Death	

1956	 Khrushchev	denounces	Stalin	in	his	Secret	Speech.	

1958	 Mao	backs	away	from	invading	Taiwan	when	USSR	refused	to	give	any	 form	of	
support.		

Khrushchev	visits	Beijing,	tension	between	him	and	Mao.	

1959	 Talks	and	negotiations	between	the	USA	and	USSR	to	avoid	the	outbreak	of	war	

Khrushchev	meets	Eisenhower.	

Tibetan	Uprising:	USSR	offers	moral	support	to	Tibet	

1960	 Khrushchev	 and	 Mao	 openly	 clash	 and	 insult	 one	 another	 at	 the	 Romanian	
Communist	Party	Congress	meeting.	The	USSR	withdraws	its	advisers	from	PRC	

1961	 Moscow	Conference:	Khrushchev	and	Mao	again	openly	insult	one	another.	

USSR	 withdraws	 financial	 support	 from	 Albania,	 Mao	 steps	 in	 to	 help	 the	
Albanians.		

1962	 Cuban	Missile	Crisis:	Mao	criticizes	Khrushchev	for	backing	down.	

Sino-Indian	War:	USSR	supports	India	with	military	equipment.		
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FOCUS	POINTS	FOR	COMMITTEE	DEBATE	

RECONCILIATION	AND	CONFLICT	RESOLUTION	PROCESS	THROUGH	A	UN	ADVISORY	
RESOLUTION		

A	stable	peace	among	self-governing	independent	states	is	the	goal	of	the	UN’s	Asian	policy;	within	

the	Chinese	context	this	involves	the	possible	implementation	of	a	range	of	diplomatic	discussions	

that	could	help	set	up	a	plan	 for	 the	reconciliation	between	the	ROC	and	the	PRC	government		

(Robert,	1966,	pp.	706).	The	reconciliation	between	the	two	governments	should	be	based	on	a	

credible	resolution	where	the	question	of	governance,	self-determination	and	UN	membership	is	

cleared	for	both	parties.	

Such	a	potential		resolution	should	understand	the	political	but	also	legal	questions	in	both	the	

cross-strait	relation	and	the	international	scene.	Reconsidering	the	One	China	policy	should	also	

involve		demonstrating	critical	thinking	and	respecting	the	purposes	and	principles	of	the	United	

Nations	 Charter.	 Debate	 should	work	 towards	 a	 concrete	 recommendation	 to	 the	 UN	 general	

Assembly	 about	 the	 Chinese	 question,	 raising	 	 questions	 in	 relation	 with	 the	 PRC	 and	 ROC	

government	 existence	 and	 legal	 duties,	 taking	 into	 account	 the	 need	 to	 	 establish	 a	 political	

arrangement.		Legally,	the	committee	must	deal	with	accommodating	the	de	facto	existence	of	the	

ROC	while	the	PRC	government	is	constructing	an	individual	national	identity	(Hsieh,	2009,	pp.	

59).		

In	order	to	rightly	resolve	this	matter,	delegates	will	need	to	be	familiar	with	the	concept	of	state	

recognition	 and	 the	 right	 to	 self-determination,	 thus	 understanding	 the	 international	 law	

framework	and	framing	it	with	the	Chinese	question,	deciding	whether	the	PRC	can	be	seen	as	an	

undeniable	actor	of	the	international	scene.	Additionally,	delegates	should	not	forget	to	consider	

the	 fate	 of	 the	 ROC	 government	 since	 the	 Chinese	 question	 needs	 delegates	 to	 consider	 the	

consequences	of	any	decisions	on	both	actors.	

UN	MEMBERSHIP	

Membership	of	the	United	Nations	is	open	to	all	peace-loving	nations	which	accept	the	obligations	

of	the	Charter	and	are	willing	and	able	to	carry	out	these	obligations	(UNDP,	2008,	pp.	5).	The	

General	Assembly	 admits	new	member	 states	 on	 the	 recommendation	of	 the	 Security	Council	

(UNDP,	 2008,	 pp.	 5).	 The	 Charter	 provides	 for	 the	 suspension	 or	 expulsion	 of	 a	member	 for	

violation	of	the	principles	of	the	Charter,	but	no	such	action	has	ever	been	taken	until	now.	

Under	Article	4	of	the	Charter,	each	member	of	the	United	Nations	is	called	upon	to	vote	either	in	

the	Security	Council	or	at	the	General	Assembly	on	the	admission	of	a	state	as	a	member	of	the	



	 23	

United	Nations.	In	doing	so,	its	vote	must	in	theory	affirm	the	conditions	provided	for,	in	the	said	

article.	Delegates	should	refer	to	refer	to	the	UN	Charter	when	writing	the	draft	resolution.	

STATE	SELF-DETERMINATION		

The	idea	of	self-determination	emerged	as	a	principle	of	positive	international	law	until	the	Soviet	
Union	insisted	on	it	at	the	1945	San	Francisco	Conference	on	the	United	Nations	(Kirgis,	1994,	pp.	
304).	 The	 American	 delegation	 at	 the	 San	 Francisco	 Conference	 had	 misgivings	 about	
resuscitating	 the	 self-determination	 idea	 in	 binding	 treaty	 form	 (Russel	 &	 Muther,	 1958).	
Nevertheless,	the	idea	found	its	way	into	Articles	1	and	55	of	the	UN	Charter	as	the	principle	of	
"equal	rights	and	self-determination	of	peoples."	The	drafters	did	not	define	self-determination	
or	 to	 identify	who	 the	 "peoples"	were,	 but	 the	Soviet	Foreign	Minister	 referred	 to	 the	 idea	as	
"equality	and	the	self-determination	of	nations."	(Russel	&	Muther,	1958).	

Nevertheless,	going	beyond	law	concepts,	a	written	work	produced	by	the	committee	may	apply	
the	 recognition	 of	 a	 new	 situation	 regarding	 the	 State	 of	 China,	 potentially	 affecting	 the	 self-
determination	and	sovereignty	of	either	the	ROC	or	the	PRC.	It	will	lie	upon	delegates	to	reach	a	
political	 agreement	 on	 the	position	 to	be	 adopted	 ,	 and	 t	 delegates	must	understand	 that	 any	
decision	 they	may	pass	will	 represent	 an	 important	 source	 for	 International	 Law.	 Its	 value	 as	
jurisprudence	 will	 possibly	 influence	 future	 conflict	 within	 the	 region	 and	 have	 long	 term	
consequences.	

STATE	RECOGNITION	

The	recognition	of	the	state	can	be	defined	by	the	act	to	declare	that	a	governmental	body	or	entity	

fulfills	the	conditions	of	statehood	as	required	by	international	law.	If	these	conditions	are	fulfilled	

by	 the	 concerned	 entity,	 existing	 states	 are	 under	 the	 duty	 to	 grant	 recognition	 (Lauterpacht,	

1944,	pp.385).	Debate	should	address	whether	PRC	or	the	ROC	government	can	be	recognized	as	

states	 through	 the	 fulfillment	 of	 certain	 requirements,	 or	 through	 the	 influence	 of	 inter-state	

relations	 (Lauterpacht,	 1944,	 pp.387).	 Debate	 should	 arise	 around	 the	 form	 of	 recognition	 of	

governments	 at	 times	 of	 internal	 and	 external	 crises	 brought	 about	 by	 certain	 revolutionary	

breaking	in	the	legal	continuity	of	the	different	sources	of	constitutional	existence	through	periods	

of	violent	commotion	(Lauterpacht,	1944,	pp.388).	

TERRITORY	TRUSTEESHIP	SYSTEM	

The	 Trusteeship	 Council	 was	 established	 by	 the	 Charter	 in	 1945	 to	 provide	 international	

supervision	for	Trust	Territories	placed	under	the	administration	of	certain	member	states,	and	

ensure	 that	 adequate	 steps	 were	 taken	 to	 prepare	 the	 territories	 for	 self-government	 or	

independence	(UNDPI,	2008,	pp.	12	).	The	Charter	authorized	the	Trusteeship	Council	to	examine	

and	 discuss	 reports	 from	 the	 Administering	 Authority	 on	 the	 political,	 economic,	 social	 and	
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educational	 advancement	 of	 the	 peoples	 of	 Trust	 Territories;	 to	 examine	 petitions	 from	 the	

territories;	and	to	undertake	special	missions	to	the	territories	(UNDPI,	2008,	pp.	12).		

The	committee	should	address	the	concept	of	self-governance	in	regards	to	the	PRC	or	the	ROC,	

aiming	to	clarify	if	the	concerned	territories	(mainland	China	and	the	island	of	Taiwan)	can	be	

seen	as	a	self-governing	territory.	Delegates	may	consider	the	need	to	place		the	PRC	or	the	ROC	

under	international	supervision	through	in-depth	work	to	clarify	the	status	of	the	ROC	and	the	

PRC.		

THE	POSSIBLE	USE	OF	A	SPECIAL	COMMITTEE	

According	 to	Resolution	334	of	 the	General	Assembly,	 the	Chinese	 question	may	be	hold	 to	 a	

special	 UN	 committee	 (ref.	 The	 “Committee	 on	 Information	 from	 the	 Non-Self-Governing	

Territories”)	 “to	 examine	 factors	 that	 should	 be	 taken	 into	 account	 in	 deciding	 whether	 any	

territory	 is	 or	 is	 not	 a	 territory	 whose	 people	 have	 not	 yet	 attained	 a	 full	 measure	 of	 self-

government.”	(Eagleton,	1953,	pp.	87).		This	may	help	delegates	to	clarify	the	Chinese	question	

through	a	panel	of	experts	that	can	provided	human	and	institutional	resources	from	the	Security	

Council.	Delegates	should	discuss	the	use	of	this	special	committee	to	hold	the	PRC	and	the	ROC	

accountable	 to	 their	 supposed	 responsibilities	 as	 potential	 state	 actors	 and	 potential	 UN	

members.	
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PERSPECTIVES	OF	THE	ROC	AND	PRC	GOVERNMENTS		

POLICY	OF	THE	REPUBLIC	OF	CHINA	

At	the	end	of	World	War	II,	the	ROC,	based	in	Nanjing,	passed	the	ROC	Constitution	in	1947.	The	

outbreak	of	the	civil	war	prompted	the	government	to	enact	the	Temporary	Provisions	Effective	

During	the	Period	of	Communist	Rebellion	in	the	following	year.	The	goal	of	the	Provisions	was	to	

extend	 the	 president’s	 power	 by	 freezing	 citizens’	 constitutional	 rights,	 thu	 enabling	 the	

government	to	more	effectively	combat	opposing	Communist	forces.	The	Provisions	show	that	the	

ROC	regarded	members	of	the	PRC	regime	as	illegitimate	Communist	rebels,	with	no	legal	status	

whatsoever	under	domestic	law	(Hsieh,	2009,	pp.66).	

POLICY	OF	PEOPLE’S	REPUBLIC	OF	CHINA	

The	 PRC’s	 one-China	 policy	 is	 as	 rigid	 as	 the	 ROC’s,	 nevertheless	 in	 a	 diametrically	 opposing	

direction.	Indeed,	the	preamble	to	the	PRC	Constitution	provides	that	“Taiwan	is	part	of	the	sacred	

territory	of	the	People’s	Republic	of	China”	and	stresses	the	“lofty	duty”	to	reunify	Taiwan	with	the	

mainland.	Based	on	the	PRC’s	interpretation,	“one	China”	refers	to	Taiwan,	as	part	of	the	PRC,	is	

currently	occupied	by	unlawful	forces.	Thus,	these	preamble	terms	are	in	conflict	with	the	Two	

State	Theory	for	the	simple	reason	that,	in	the	PRC’s	view,	the	ROC	is	simply	a	historic	term	and	

possesses	no	statehood	under	current	international	law	(Hsieh,	2009,	pp.	69).	

UN	PERSPECTIVE	ON	THE	MATTER	

The	UN	Secretariat	recognizes	that	there	have	been	strong	difference	in	the	committee	with	the	

well-known	problem	of	recognizing	and	admitting	or	not	 	certain	government,	as	states,	and	as	

entitled	members	the	United	Nations.	The	Secretariat	hopes	that	permanent	members	will	act	with	

caution	 with	 the	 relative	 consideration	 of	 political	 elements	 and	 implications	 regarding	 the	

Chinese	question.		

Despite	the	need	of	legal	considerations,	the	members	of	the	United	Nations	are	entirely	free	to	

decide	 upon	 recognition	 of	 the	 PRC	 government	 as	 the	 representative	 of	 China	 thereof	 in	

accordance	with	the	terms	of	the	Charter,	the	facts	as	they	see	them,	and	their	own	policies.	The	

members	of	the	United	Nations	are	also	entirely	free	to	refuse	to	admit	the	PRC	China	to	the	United	

Nations.		
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QUESTIONS	DELEGATES	SHOULD	ADDRESS	

o How	 should	 a	 potential	 resolution	 address	 the	 right	 to	 self-determination	 in	

connection	with	the	Chinese	question	?	What	events	and	state	practices	should	the	

resolution	be	based	on	in	order	to	make	a	recommendation	to	the	General	Assembly	?	

o How	should	 the	 right	of	 self	determination	be	 referenced	 in	 the	 resolution?	Which	

Treaties	 or	 Common	 Rules	 should	 be	 used	 ?	 Should	 the	 Security	 Council	 make	 a	

recommendation	 to	 a	UN	organ	 such	as	 the	General	Assembly	or	 the	 International	

Court	of	Justice	?	Which	mechanisms	can	be	use	to	reconcile	the	ROC	and	the	PRC	in	

order	to	normalise	their	cross-strait	relations	?	

o Does	the	PRC	government	hold	the	legitimacy	to	be	recognized	as	the	Chinese	State	on	

the	International	scene?	

o Should	the	ROC	government	be	granted	state	recognition	as	the	only	Chinese	State	?		

o Should	there	be	a	political	arrangement	to	state	the	recognition	of	both	governments	

as	state	actors	?	Is	it	possible	to	implement	a	“Two	China”	Policy?	

	

CLOSING	REMARKS	

Distinguished	delegates,	as	you	may	have	noted	after	reading	this	study	guide,	the	issue	regarding	

the	Chinese	question	is	thus	one	built	on	complex	discussions	in	international	law,	and	politics.	It	

is	strongly	advised	that	you	use	 informal	talks	as	a	mean	to	progress	toward	compromise	and	

build	a	critical	reflection	on	the	arising	issues	that	the	Chinese	question	may	pose.	Understanding	

the	 ROC,	 the	 PRC	 and	 the	 foreign	 states	 views	 and	 practices	 will	 be	 necessary	 in	 order	 for	

delegates	to	use	moderated	caucus	efficiently.		

	

Furthermore,	as	a	historical	committee	taking	place	in	the	year	1969,	you	cannot	use	or	refer	to	

any	 information	 or	 documents	 published	 after	 1969.	 Any	 document	 should	 be	 sent	 to	 the	

backroom	first,	to	make	sure	to	keep	a	continuity	within	the	committee	sessions.	Delegates	should	

also	remind	themselves	that	the	committee	will	evolve	with	unpredictable	events	and	they	should	

able	 to	 adapt	 their	 country	 policies	with	 the	 objective	 to	 ensure	 their	 security,	 economic	 and	

political	stability,	thus	their	national	interests	and	the	protection	of	their	population	and	territory.	

In	this,	the	information	that	will	be	provided	by	the	backroom	staff	will	be	important	and	crucial	

to	manage.	
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RECOMMENDED	READING	

o Alfredo	 Nogueira	 and	 al.	 (1933).	 Montevideo	 Convention	 on	 the	 Rights	 and	 Duties	 of	
States,	 International	 Law	 Student	 Association,		
https://www.ilsa.org/Jessup/Jessup15/Montevideo%20Convention.pdf,	 access	
25/02/2019	

	

This	is	a	legal	document	from	1933	that	presents	the	Rights	and	Duties	of	a	State.	This	convention	
can	be	used	by	delegates	to	defend	their	statements	favoring	the	ROC	or	the	PRC	government.	It’s	
a	legal	document	that	can	be	used	as	a	reference	for	a	draft	resolution.	

	

o Clough,	 Ralph.	 (1991).	 Taiwan	 under	 Nationalist	 Rule,	 1949-1982,The	 Johns	 Hopkins	
University,	 pp.	 813-874,	 https://doi.org/10.1017/CHOL9780521243377.013,	 access	
25/02/2019	

	

This	academic	article	provide	a	description	of	the	situation	of	the	Taiwan	Island	when	the	Jiang’s	
government	 took	 over.	 Delegates	 are	 strongly	 advised	 to	 read	 it	 to	 understand	what	was	 life	
within	the	ROC	government.	

	

o Columbia	 University.	 (2009).	 Taiwan	 and	 US-China	 relations,	 Asia	 for	 Educators	 –	
Columbia	 University,	 http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/special/china_1950_taiwan.htm,	
access	25/02/2019	

	

This	academic	webpage	provide	a	description	of	the	relation	of	the	US	with	the	ROC	government.	
Delegates	should	use	this	source	with	precautions	since	the	descriptions	goes	beyond	the	year	
1969.	

	

o Fardella,	Enrico.	F.	Osermann,	Christian.	Kraux,	Charles.	Mogherini,	Federica.(2015).	Sino-
European	Relations	during	the	Cold	War	and	the	rise	of	a	Multipolar	world,	A	critical	oral	
History,	Wilson	Center,	606.pp	

	

A	relevant	sources	that	explain	the	history	behind	the	recognition	of	establishment	of	diplomatic	
relations	between	Europe	and	the	PRC	China.	Interestingly,	this	document	provide	a	analysis	of	
the	Sino-European	relations	in	relation	with	the	polarity	of	the	Cold	War	tensions.	
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o Gavin,	Francis.	(2010).	Nuclear	proliferation	and	non	proliferation	during	the	Cold	War,	
Cambridge	 University	 Press,	 pp.	 395-416,	
https://doi.org/10.1017/CHOL9780521837200.020,	access	25/02/2019	

	

An	 academic	 article	 that	 explain	 the	 different	 dynamics	 of	 the	 Cold	War	 in	 relation	with	 the	
diplomatic	initiative	for	Nuclear	non	proliferation.	A	relevant	article	for	delegates	who	want	to	
understand	 what	 should	 be	 done	 during	 the	 committee	 session	 regarding	 risk	 of	 nuclear	
proliferation.	

	

o Graziani,	 Sofia.	 Rostagni	 Meneguzzi,	 Carla.	 Samarani,	 Guido.	 (2018).	 Roads	 to	
Reconciliation,	People’s	Republic	of	China,	Western	Europe,	and	Italy	during	the	Cold	War	
period	(1949-1971).	Edizioni	Ca’Foscari	-	Sinica	Ventiana,	5,	221.pp	

	

A	complete	guide	to	the	International	relations	that	have	been	established	by	the	PRC	China	with	
Europe.	The	book	present	different	chapters	that	can	be	relevant	for	Delegates	that	represents	
European	Countries.	

	

o Rosenberg,	 David.	 Burr,	 William.	 (2010).	 Nuclear	 Competition	 in	 an	 era	 of	 stalemate,	
1963-1975,	 Cambridge	 University	 Press,	 pp.	 88-111,	
https://doi.org/10.1017/CHOL9780521837200.006,	access	25(/02/2019	

	

This	article	provide	interesting	insights	on	the	different	dynamics	of	Nuclear	competition	during	
the	1960.	Since	delegates	will	work	at	the	late	1960s	(1969),	this	article	is	more	than	relevant	to	
understand	what	are	the	issues	at	stake	during	this	period	of	time.		

	

o Samuel	S.	Kim	(1974).	The	People's	Republic	of	China	in	the	United	Nations:	A	Preliminary	
Analysis.	World	Politics,	26,	pp	299-330	doi:10.2307/2009932	

	

An	academic	Article	that	provide	a	recap	of	what	have	been	made	until	the	1970s	with	the	Chinese	
question	within	the	United	Nations.		

	

o Urbansky,	Soren.	Vamos,	Peter.	Zofka,	Jan.	(2018).	Beyond	the	Kremlin’s	reach	?	Eastern	
Europe	 and	 China	 in	 the	 Cold	 War	 era,	 Cold	 War	 History,	 doi	:	
10.1080/14682745.2018.1453253	

	

An	 academic	 article	 which	 provide	 a	 description	 of	 the	 different	 relations	 that	 the	 PRC	
government	nourished	during	the	Cold	War.	A	must	read	for	delegates	who	want	to	understand	
the	nature	of	rising	of	China	on	the	International	scene	with	the	support	of	Eastern	Europe.	
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o Whiting.	Allen.	S.	 (1986).	The	Sino-Soviet	Split,	 the	University	of	Arizona,	pp.	478-538,	
https://doi.org/10.1017/CHOL9780521243360.012,	access	25/202/209	

	

An	 interesting	 article	 that	 review	 the	 different	 stages	 of	 the	 Sino-Soviet	 Split	 with	 in	 depth	
descriptions	and	details.	A	must	read	for	delegates	who	want	to	know	more	about	what	are	the	
differences	between	the	Soviets	and	the	PRC	government	and	the	nature	of	their	relation	on	the	
International	stage.	
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