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WORD	OF	WELCOME	

	

Dear	MUN	enthusiasts,	

It	 is	our	pleasure	to	announce	that	Amsterdam	University	College	
will	 be	hosting	 its	 fourth	Model	United	Nations	 conference	 in	 the	
heart	of	Europe,	Amsterdam.	AUCMUN	is	still	young	and	growing,	
with	more	engaged	and	involved	students	applying	each	year.	As	the	
Secretary	General,	 I	am	pleased	to	announce	that	we	will	keep	on	
expanding	from	last	year,	where	we	welcomed	225	delegates	from	
62	diverse	countries.	This	year,	we	open	up	the	conference	to	300	
delegates	by	offering	a	total	of	12	committees,	out	of	which	two	are	
crisis.	 Debates	 will	 cover	 topics	 ranging	 from	 the	 humanitarian	
disaster	 in	 Yemen,	 to	 the	 consequences	 of	 China’s	 Belt	 and	 Road	
initiative	 and	 from	 the	 need	 to	 stabilize	 the	 Horn	 of	 Africa,	 to	 a	
scenario	where	the	Greek	Gods	are	responsible	for	modern	climate	
change	-	there	is	something	here	for	everyone.	

Through	 this,	we	 aim	 to	 ensure	 that	 participants	 develop	 a	 deep	
understanding	 of	 international	 affairs,	 partake	 in	 a	 multicultural	
network	and	discover	the	vibrant	city	of	Amsterdam.	Here,	students	
turn	 into	 diplomats	 who	 focus	 on	 conflict	 resolution,	 surpassing	
power	politics.	By	allowing	students	to	take	on	such	roles,	we	hope	
to	empower	our	fellow	students	in	viewing	world	politics	critically,	
and	 to	 foster	 the	 thinking	of	 innovative	resolutions.	Through	this,	
participants	 will	 discover	 the	 value	 of	 tolerance	 and	 diplomatic	
discussions.	

At	 AUCMUN	 2019	 we	 will	 build	 on	 the	 success	 of	 last	 year’s	
conference	and	take	a	further	step	towards	solving	global	issues	and	
establishing	change	and	progress.	With	this	in	mind,	I	look	forward	
to	many	fruitful	debates,	excellent	socials	and	I	hope	to	see	you	in	
Amsterdam	in	April!	

Yours	truly,	

Victoria	Mai	

Secretary-General	

Amsterdam	University	College	Model	United	Nations	2019	
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ABOUT	…	

Here	we	would	like	to	offer	some	insights	into	our	beloved	AUC	and,	AUCMUN,	MUN	and	UN	in	
general.	

..	AUC	

Amsterdam	University	College	(AUC)	is	a	joint	venture	by	the	University	of	Amsterdam	(UvA)	and	
the	Vrije	Universiteit	(VU)	that	offers	a	full-time,	selective,	three-year	honours	programme	in	the	
Liberal	Arts	and	Sciences	at	a	Bachelor	level.	The	university	is	best	personified	by	the	emphasis	it	
places	on	diversity,	both	academically	and	culturally,	with	students	encouraged	to	choose	from	a	
wide	plethora	of	interdisciplinary	subjects	and	languages.	The	student	population	itself	is	quite	
small,	with	a	total	of	only	900	students	enrolled	in	the	college.	However,	of	these	students	about	
50%	come	from	outside	the	Netherlands	and	hail	from	more	than	60	countries.	This	coupled	with	
the	 relatively	 small	 number	of	 students	has	 resulted	 in	 the	 formation	of	 a	 very	 tight-knit	 and	
international	student	body.	By	the	time	the	students	graduate,	they	are	well	equipped	to	begin	the	
next	chapter	in	their	lives	as	citizens	of	a	global	community.	

AUC	takes	pride	in	working	toward	a	more	sustainable	future.	This	is	reflected	in	various	parts	of	
the	 award-winning	 architecture	 of	 the	 academic	 building.	 The	 roof	 is	 covered	 with	 grass	 to	
provide	additional	isolation	and	solar	panels	further	contribute	to	sustainability	and	responsible	
energy	usage.	The	transparent	entrance	and	striated	Cor-Ten	steel	facade	lend	the	square	building	
a	distinctive	but	friendly	appearance.	Diagonal	roofs	running	north-south	create	a	vast	attic	with	
a	striking,	folded	timber-clad	ceiling.	Underneath	these	folds	are	quiet,	hidden	study	areas	and	the	
classrooms.	Voids	through	the	centre	of	the	building	provide	legibility	and	vistas.	Students	meet	
one	 another	 on	 the	 grand	 staircase	 that	 links	 the	 voids	 and	 features	 integrated	 seating.	 The	
interior	finishes	in	combination	with	the	timber	ceiling	with	skylights	create	a	rich	space	with	a	
warm	atmosphere	and	beautiful	sense	of	light.	This	compact	building	volume	and	sedum	green	
roof	contribute	to	the	sustainability	of	the	AUC	building,	which	has	a	Greencalc+	rating	of	200,	
showcasing	the	importance	AUC	and	its	students	place	on	the	environment.	
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..	AUCMUN	

AUCMUN	 was	 first	 introduced	 as	 one	 of	 the	 committees	 of	 Amsterdam	 University	 College’s	
Student	Association	(AUCSA)	in	2016.	At	AUC	debating	is	a	common	interest	among	students,	with	
many	classes	encouraging	group	discussions	of	 the	material	covered.	Therefore,	AUCMUN	was	
established	 to	 provide	 a	 platform	where	 students	 learn	 the	 protocol	 of	 UN-style	 debates	 and	
interact	with	other	students	with	similar	interest	in	conflict	resolution	and	diplomacy.	This	year,	
AUCMUN	will	be	bigger	than	ever,	holding	its	fourth	conference,	consisting	of	about	300	delegates,	
as	well	as	24	chairs,	a	press	team	and	staff	from	all	over	the	world.	Whether	you	are	a	beginner,	
intermediate	or	advanced	delegate,	anyone	is	welcome	to	join	AUCMUN.	The	conference	is	held	in	
English	 and	will	 discuss	 current	 events	 in	 fields	 varying	 from	 environmental	 sustainability	 to	
human	rights	and	socio-economic	opportunities.	

..	MUN	

Model	United	Nations	(MUN)	is	a	simulation	of	the	United	Nations	(UN),	in	which	participants	can	
develop	skills	such	as	diplomacy	and	understand	the	functions	behind	international	relations	and	
the	 UN.	 Students	 take	 part	 in	 formal	 debates	 and	 caucuses,	 taking	 on	 roles	 such	 as	 leaders,	
delegates	 of	 nations	 and	 representatives	 of	 intergovernmental-	 and	 non-governmental	
organizations.	 Having	 been	 assigned	 a	 role,	 participants	must	 then	 represent	 that	 position	 in	
debate,	defending	and	lobbying	for	its	interests.	MUN	conferences	are	a	great	way	for	experiential	
learning	 and	 development,	 improving	 public	 speaking	 and	 debating	 skills,	 and	 provide	 the	
opportunity	to	engage	in	past	and	current	international	affairs.		

The	debates	take	place	in	mock-UN	subsidiaries,	ranging	from	the	UN	General	Assemblies	to	the	
UN	 Security	 Council;	 occasionally	 non-UN	organisations,	 such	 as	NATO	 are	 replicated	 as	well.	
Delegates	work	collaboratively	to	find	solutions	to	their	respective	committee’s	designated	issues	
(marked	as	Topic	A	and	Topic	B)	 through	written	resolutions	or	declarations,	structured	after	
those	drafted	by	the	UN	or	other	relevant	organisations.		

A	final	crucial	aspect	of	MUN	is,	of	course,	the	socials!	Every	night,	after	the	debate	sessions	are	
adjourned,	 evening	 events	 are	 planned	 by	 conference	 organizers.	 These	 activities	 normally	
include	pub	crawls,	committee	dinners,	tours	of	the	host	city	and	a	black-tie	gala	event.	The	socials	
are	a	great	way	to	blow	off	steam	after	a	long	day	of	hard	work,	and	always	involve	a	good	time.	
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..	UN	

The	 United	 Nations	 (UN)	 is	 an	 intergovernmental	 organization	 that	 was	 tasked	 to	 maintain	
international	peace	and	security,	develop	friendly	relations	among	nations,	achieve	international	
co-operation	and	be	a	centre	for	harmonizing	the	actions	of	nations	after	the	destruction	of	World	
War	 II.	 In	 1945,	 representatives	 of	 50	 countries	 met	 in	 San	 Francisco	 at	 the	 United	 Nations	
Conference	 on	 International	 Organization	 to	 draw	 up	 the	United	Nations	 Charter.	 The	United	
Nations	officially	came	into	existence	on	24	October	1945,	when	the	Charter	had	been	ratified	by	
the	Republic	of	China,	France,	the	Soviet	Union,	the	United	Kingdom,	the	United	States	and	by	a	
majority	 of	 other	 signatories.	 The	 organization	 is	 financed	 by	 assessed	 and	 voluntary	
contributions	from	its	member	states	and	is	the	largest	and	most	international	intergovernmental	
organization	in	the	world.		

The	UN	has	six	principal	organs:	The	General	Assembly,	the	Security	Council,	the	Economic	and	
Social	Council,	the	Trusteeship	Council,	the	International	Court	of	Justice,	and	the	UN	Secretariat.	
The	UN	System	agencies	include	the	World	Bank	Group,	the	World	Health	Organization,	the	World	
Food	 Programme,	 UNESCO,	 and	 UNICEF.	 The	 UN's	 most	 prominent	 officer	 is	 the	 Secretary-
General,	an	office	held	by	Portuguese	politician	and	diplomat	António	Guterres	since	1	January	
2017.		

Due	to	the	powers	vested	in	its	Charter	and	its	unique	international	character,	the	United	Nations	
can	take	action	on	the	issues	confronting	humanity	in	the	21st	century,	such	as	peace	and	security,	
climate	change,	sustainable	development,	human	rights,	disarmament,	terrorism,	humanitarian	
and	health	emergencies,	 gender	equality,	 governance,	 food	production,	 and	more.	By	enabling	
dialogue	 between	 its	 members,	 and	 by	 hosting	 negotiations,	 the	 organization	 has	 become	 a	
mechanism	for	governments	to	find	areas	of	agreement	and	solve	problems	together.	
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SCHEDULE		

	

FRIDAY	05’04	

	
09:00	–	13:00	/	Registration	delegates	open	and	prep	tracks	
	 Location:	Common	Room	+	Rooms:	TBA,	AUC	Academic	Building	
	
13:00	–	15:00	/	Crazy	24	
	 Location:	Amsterdam	city	centre,	start	@	Dam	Square	
Meet	and	get	to	know	your	fellow	delegates	better	while	exploring	the	beautiful	city	of	Amsterdam	
while	trying	to	complete	as	many	quests(??)		as	possible.	
	
	
15:30	–	17:00	/	Opening	Ceremony		
	 Location:	Hofkerk,	Linnaeshof	94I,	1098KT,	Amsterdam	
	
	
17:00	–	18:00	/	Travel	time	
	 Location:	from	Hofkerk	to	AUC	Academic	Building	
	
18:00	–	20:30	/	Session	#1	
	 Location:	AUC	Academic	Building	
	The	break	will	be	a	dinner	break	
	
21:00	/	Borrel	
	 Location:	Poesiat	&	Kater,	Polderweg	648,	1093KP,	Amsterdam	
	
A	borrel,	also	to	be	used	as	a	verb	as	‘borrelen’,	is	high	on	the	list	of	‘stuff	that	Dutch	people	like	to	
do’.	The	 term	borrel	 is	not	easily	 translated	 to	English,	or	any	other	 language,	but	a	definition	
would	look	something	like	this	‘an	informal	designation	for	a	small	glass	of	spirits	/	an	informal	
social	gathering	of	a	select	(invited)	group,	with	alcoholic	drinks	and	borrelhapjes	/	borrelnootjes	
(deep	friet	nuts	;),	very	‘lekker’)’.	It	is	said	that	borrels	are	quintessentially	gezellig	and	gezelligheid	
is,	of	course,	quintessentially	Dutch.	
	
After	the	first	day	of	fruitful	debate	we	invite	you	all	for	a	‘gezellige’	night	of	dancing,	mingling,	
socializing	and	having	a	drink;	summarized	as	borrelen.		
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SATURDAY	06’04	

	
09:30	–	18:00	/	Session	#2	
	 Location:	AUC	Academic	Building	
	
Session	#2	will	start	with	individual	guest	lectures	per	committee.	During	this	session	there	will	
be	2	long	breaks;	the	first	one	will	be	the	lunch	break	and	the	second	one	will	be	the	picture	break.	
	
19:30	–	00:00	/	Gala	
	 Location:	The	Amstel,	start	@	Dock	14	at	NDSM,	1033WB		
	
After	the	second	day	of	tirelessly	debating	we	will	gather	for	a	black-tie	gala	at	Dock	14	at	NDSM.	
Here	we	will	dance,	mingle	and	socialize	the	whole	evening	while	cruising	the	Amstel	river.		
	

SUNDAY	07’04	

	
10:00	–	17:00	/	Session	#3	
	 Location:	AUC	Academic	Building	
The	first	break	will	be	the	lunch	break.	The	last	hour	of	this	session	is	to	be	used	as	the		wrap-up	
session	and	it	is	for	contact	detail	exchange	and	handing	out	of	the	certificates	and	superlatives.	
	
17:00	–	18:00	/	Closing	Ceremony		
	 Location:	AUC	Academic	Building	
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EXPLORING	AMSTERDAM	

Founded	in	the	12th	century	at	a	dam	created	on	the	Amstel	River,	Amsterdam	grew	to	become	
the	 largest	 city	 of	 the	 Netherlands	with	 a	 population	 of	 just	 under	 850,000	 in	 the	 city	 itself.	
Amsterdam’s	highlighting	moment	was	during	the	17th	century,	when	it	stood	at	the	epicentre	of	
the	Dutch	Golden	Age.	During	this	time,	Amsterdam	had	the	world’s	first	ever	stock-exchange,	was	
the	centre	of	modern	knowledge	and	was	the	liberal	capital	of	the	world.	
	
Amsterdam	can	easily	be	divided	 into	5	main	parts:	 “Centrum”	(City	Centre),	 “Noord”	(North),	
“West”,	“Zuid”	(South)	and	“Oost”	(East).	In	Centrum	you	will	find	most	of	the	city	icons,	from	the	
picturesque	canals,	the	Dam	(Central	Square),	to	the	Leidseplein	filled	with	bars.	In	Noord,	you	
will	find	a	more	hip,	rustic	scenery	with	hotspots	like	the	Amsterdam	Tower,	fantastic	street	art,	
and	the	NDSM	hallen.	In	West,	you	will	find	the	Foodhallen,	an	old	train	station	transformed	into	
a	huge	local	food	market,	as	well	as	many	other	small	up-and-coming	shopping	opportunities.	In	
Zuid	you	can	find	Museumplein,	dotted	with	famous	museums	like	the	Rijksmuseum	and	the	Van	
Gogh	Museum;	you	used	to	also	find	the	iconic	IAmsterdam	sign,	which	has	recently	been	taken	
down	(but	fear	not:	if	you	still	want	your	photo	there’s	other	signs	at	Schiphol	and	Sloterplas	in	
West).	Amsterdam	East	is	the	multicultural	hub	where	AUC	is	located	-	check	out	the	section	below	
to	find	out	more	about	this	area!	
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AMSTERDAM	OOST	

As	AUCMUN	takes	place	in	Science	Park,	which	is	in	the	region	of	Amsterdam	Oost	we	decided	to	
provide	you	with	a	bit	more	information	about	the	neighbourhood.	Within	a	five-minute	walking	
radius	of	Science	Park,	we	have	the	Flevopark,	a	great	place	for	exercise,	chilling,	and	watching	a	
breath-taking	 sunset	 -	 a	 Science	 Park	 highlight	 any	 resident	 can	 confirm.	 We’re	 also	 within	
walking	 distance	 of	 several	 supermarkets	 (a	 Spar,	 two	Albert	Heijns	 and	 a	 Lidl	 are	 all	 2	 -	 10	
minutes	away)	and	have	a	couple	of	bars	small	restaurants	on-site.	Maslow	is	a	local	favourite	for	
evening	borrels	and	amazing	falafel;	Polder	is	a	rustic	restaurant;	and	last	but	not	least	Oerknal	is	
the	place	to	relax	with	friends	after	hitting	the	gym.	
	
Oost	itself	is	known	for	its	multicultural	population	and	great	food	scene,	and	every	corner	hosts	
a	café	or	restaurant	with	cuisine	from	a	different	part	of	the	world.	Javaplein,	only	a	15	minute	
walk	from	Science	Park,	is	exemplary	of	this.	If	you	follow	the	Javastraat	westwards,	you	will	find	
Turkish	 bakeries,	 Surinamese	 supermarkets,	 and	 shisha	 lounges	 right	 alongside	 a	 traditional	
Dutch	fish	store	and	the	ijs	van	Oost	ice	cream	store.	
	
A	little	further	west	you	can	find	the	Dappermarkt,	where	Monday	through	Saturday	you	can	find	
exceptional	bargains,	great	street-food,	and	really	see	the	area	come	to	life.	Not	too	far	off	we	also	
have	the	beautiful	Oosterpark	with	its	ponds,	fields	and	art	pieces	which	is	a	great	place	to	escape	
from	 the	 city.	 Situated	 right	 in	 ‘Oud-Oost’	 (old-east)	 the	park	 is	 surrounded	by	 stately	homes,	
many	of	which	now	have	‘gezellige’	bars	on	the	ground	floor	for	anyone	looking	to	warm	up	after	
the	sun	sets.	On	the	west	of	the	park	you	can	find	the	OLVG	hospital,	north-west	you	have	the	
historic	Hotel	Arena,	and	towards	the	north	you	have	the	world	famous	Tropenmuseum	and	the	
KIT.	
	
Towards	the	south	we	have	the	Oostpoort	shopping	district,	which	has	a	great	mix	of	pubs	and	
eateries	between	the	store	to	sate	you	at	any	point	of	the	day	-	from	the	waterfront	restaurants,	
to	vegan-speciality	hubs,	to	the	FEBO,	to	Moroccan	or	Turkish	cafés,	or	24-hour	supermarkets.	
This	area	is	cut	through	by	the	Middenweg,	which	goes	down	all	the	way	to	Diemen	and	hosts	
stores	of	all	shapes	and	sizes	and	passes.	It	also	passes	by	the	lovely	Frankendael	Park,	which	is	
part	of	one	of	the	oldest	properties	in	Amsterdam.	
	
With	the	borrel	on	Friday	evening,	we’ll	be	doing	our	best	to	introduce	you	to	the	local	nightlife	
by	visiting	pubs	in	the	area,	and	we	encourage	you	to	take	the	time	to	explore	this	beautiful	part	
of	the	city	during	your	stay!	
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Red	pin:	AUC	Academic	Building	 Light	Blue	pins:	Bars	/	Cafés	/	Restaurants		
Green	pins:	Parks	 Pink	pins:	(Super)	markets	
Black	pins:	Tropenmuseum	/	KIT	 Yellow	pins:	24-Hour	stores	
Orange	pin:	Hospital	 Dark	Blue	pin:	Police	station	
	
Light	blue	pins	include:	Thai	Tiger,	Vijfnulvijf,	Vegan	Junk	Food	Bar,		Yatta	 Sushi,	 Thai	 Food	Café,	
Natraj,	Café	Mojo,	Bar	Wisse,	Bar	Basquiat,	Bar	Bukowski,	Spar90,	De	Vergulden	Eenhoorn,	Café	
Hesp,	De	Biertuin,	Poesiat	&	Kater,	Sla,	Bar	Botanique,	Nomad,	Café	de	Omval,	Maslow,	Oerknal.	
	
Pink	Pins	include:	Spar,	Albert	Heijn,	Lidl	
	
	

TRAVELLING	TO	AMSTERDAM:	

By	Train:	
The	main	train	station	of	Amsterdam	is	Amsterdam	Central:	almost	all	major	lines	run	through	
this	station	and	are	operated	by	Nationale	Spoorwegen	(NS).	All	their	prices	and	schedules	can	be	
found	online:	http://ns.nl	.	
	
By	Bus:	
Amsterdam	 Sloterdijk	 will	 most	 likely	 be	 your	 destination	 when	 taking	 the	 Flixbus	 into	
Amsterdam.	Trains	from	Sloterdijk	to	Amsterdam	Central	leave	almost	every	minute,	so	no	need	
to	worry	about	getting	into	the	city!	
	
By	Air:	
Schiphol	Airport	is	roughly	20	minutes	away	from	Amsterdam,	and	has	a	station	right	underneath	
the	airport	with	a	line	to	Amsterdam	Central.	Major	airlines	serve	the	city	from	214	destinations.	
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TRAVELLING	WITHIN	AMSTERDAM:	

AUCMUN	Address:	
Amsterdam	University	College	Academic	Building	
Science	Park	113	
1098	XG	Amsterdam	
	
Transport:	
There	is	a	helpful	website,	and	a	corresponding	app	to	use	that	contains	all	schedules	and	data	of	
all	 transport	 in	 the	Netherlands:	https://www.9292.nl/en	 .	The	NS	website	and	app	also	offer	
similar	services:	https://www.ns.nl/	.	Both	are	open-access	and	free	for	anyone	to	use.	
	
By	Train:		
At	Science	Park,	we	have	our	own	train	station	called	Amsterdam	Science	Park	(orange	Point	on	
map).	It’s	€2,30	one	way	to/from	Amsterdam	Central,	and	five	minutes	walking	from	the	station	
to	the	conference	location.	
	
By	Bus:		
Closest	 Bus	 Stops:	 Science	 Park,	 Science	 Park	 Aer,	 University	 College,	 and	 the	 Valentijnskade	
(Yellow	 Points	 on	map).	 It’s	 €3,00	 for	 a	 one-hour	 ticket,	 which	 should	 be	 enough	 to	 get	 you	
anywhere	in	the	city.	Lines	40,	240	and	65	run	by	these	stops.	
	
By	Tram:		
Closest	Tram	Station:	Molukkenstraat/Insulindeweg	(Green	Point	on	map).	It’s	€3,00	for	a	one-
hour	ticket,	which	should	also	be	enough	to	get	you	anywhere	in	the	city.	Trams	tend	to	run	more	
in	the	inner	city,	and	so	are	particularly	useful	if	you	want	to	explore	Centrum.	
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COMMITTEES	

BEGINNER	

United	Nations	Human	Rights	Council	

Countries:	 Afghanistan,	 Australia,	 Canada,	 China,	 Egypt,	 France,	 Germany,	
Greece,	Iran,	Israel,	Jordan,	Kenya,	Lebanon,	Morocco,	North	Korea,	Pakistan,	
Qatar,	 Russia,	 Saudi	 Arabia,	 Syria,	 Turkey,	 United	 Arab	 Emirates,	 United	
Kingdom,	 United	 States	 of	 America,	 Yemen	
	

Topic	A:	Effectively	addressing	the	humanitarian	crisis	in	Yemen	

The	focus	in	will	be	on	the	three	main	areas	of	the	humanitarian	crisis	in	Yemen:	access	to	food,	
medicine,	 and	 clean	water.	According	 to	 the	UN’s	 coordinator	 for	Yemen,	 Yemen	 is	 facing	 the	
worst	man-made	famine	in	the	last	100	years	of	human	history	with	14	million	people	(half	the	
population	of	Yemen)	at	risk	of	starvation.	The	famine	has	been	caused	by	inflated	prices	due	to	
the	instability	in	the	country	as	it	battles	a	brutal	civil	war,	and	the	subsequent	rapid	depreciation	
of	the	Yemeni	Rial	which	hit	its	lowest	point	in	September	2018	(when	the	economic	crisis	began).	
To	 aid	 poverty-stricken	 families	 the	 UN	 Humanitarian	 Coordinator	 in	 the	 capital	 Sana’a	 has	
proposed	to	provide	cash,	even	though	this	is	not	a	sustainable	solution.	

In	addition	to	economic	chaos	and	starvation,	the	country’s	health	facilities	have	also	collapsed,	
with	less	than	half	still	functioning	in	some	capacity.	As	a	consequence	of	this,	in	December	2017	
a	cholera	epidemic	put	millions	at	risk,	with	2	million	victims	in	Sana’a	alone.	A	key	factor	in	this	
is	the	lack	of	access	to	clean	water,	as	only	half	of	the	population	currently	has	access	to	clean	
water,	and	crops	in	the	Sana’a	region	are	irrigated	with	cholera	contaminated	water	facilitating	
the	spread	of	the	disease.	It	should	be	noted	that	in	an	estimated	10	years	scientists	expect	Sana’a	
to	run	dry,	which	means	that	any	resolution	to	the	water	crisis	must	take	into	account	long-term	
measures	and	a	dwindling	supply,	as	well	as	the	effects	of	the	civil	war	ravaging	the	country	on	
Yemeni	society	and	relief	efforts.	

	

Topic	B:	Responsibility	in	relation	to	overseas	refugee	camps	

By	 the	 end	 of	 2017,	 the	 UNHCR	 recorded	 25.4	million	 refugees	 across	 the	 globe,	 the	 highest	
number	ever	recorded.	Refugee	camps	around	the	world	are	consequently	under	great	pressure,	
especially	overseas	refugee	camps,	which	act	as	a	safe	haven	with	a	physical	protecting	border	
being	a	body	of	water.	The	construction	of	 these	camps	 is	usually	a	collaborative	effort	by	the	
UNHCR,	 NGOs	 and	 the	 government	 of	 the	 host	 country,	 each	 having	 its	 own	 responsibility.	
Unfortunately,	the	three	organizations	do	not	always	act	as	required,	in	some	cases	violating	the	
1951	Convention	on	the	Status	of	Refugees.	Generally	speaking,	host	countries	are	reluctant	to	
facilitate	the	inclusion	of	refugees	into	their	own	society	as	they	are	viewed	as	competitors	to	local	
citizens	for	resources	such	as	medical	services,	jobs	and	food.	Because	of	this	host	countries	have	
been	 slow	 with	 allocating	 refugees	 to	 the	 mainland.	 Thus,	 overseas	 refugee	 camps	 are	 now	
designed	for	only	the	emergency	phase	of	refugees;	the	intake	of	them,	and	later	leave	refugees	
stranded	in	these	camps,	resulting	in	the	camps	being	over-crowded.	It	is	therefore	crucial	for	this	
to	be	addressed	and	re-discussed	resulting	in	a	more	effective	organization	of	overseas	refugee	
camps.	
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United	Nations	Children’s	Fund	

Countries:	Afghanistan,	Bangladesh,	Brazil,	Central	African	Republic,	Chad,	
China,	Colombia,	Ethiopia,	France,	Germany,	Greece,	India,	Indonesia,	Iran,	
Iraq,	 Italy,	Mexico,	Niger,	Pakistan,	Russia,	Syria,	Turkey,	United	Kingdom,	
United	States	of	America,	Yemen	

	

Topic	A:	Tackling	child	marriages	as	a	cultural	and	social	institution	

Believed	to	be	something	of	 the	past,	child	marriage	 is	still	an	active	custom	and	a	worldwide	
issue,	covering	all	continents,	as	currently	13%	of	girls	under	the	age	of	18	around	the	world	are	
married,	and	over	60%	of	girls	marrying	under	the	age	of	18	in	six	nations	across	the	world.	Child	
marriage	is	often	an	integral	part	of	the	cultures	in	which	it	is	still	practiced,	a	step	for	a	young	girl	
to	 take	 into	womanhood.	Many	of	 these	situations	are	not	 the	choice	of	 the	child,	and	directly	
infringe	upon	their	rights	(specifically,	Article	12	of	Convention	on	the	Rights	of	the	Child).	This	
issue	 has	 been	 addressed	 on	multiple	 occasions,	 with	 some	 governments	 implementing	 laws	
restricting	the		minimum	age	of	marriage	to	between	16	and	18.	However,	change	has	been	limited	
and	underwhelming,	as	the	custom	is	rooted	deeply	in	local	culture:	to	many	marriage	is	a	tool	to	
improve	social	standing,	relieve	a	family	of	an	economic	burden,	and	provide	protection	for	their	
child.	 Child	 marriage	 leads	 to	 numerous	 issues,	 including	 harming	 health	 of	 the	 mother	 and	
potential	children	due	to	domestic	violence,	continuing	illiteracy	as	girls	are	taken	out	of	school	
to	take	care	of	their	new	families,	and	the	decrease	in	women’s	expected	earnings	in	the	labor	
market.	 Thus,	 delegates	 of	 the	 UN	 Children’s	 Fund	 are	 invited	 to	 propose	 a	 resolution	which	
addresses	measures	to	tackle	these	issues.	

	

Topic	B:	Providing	mental	health	resources	and	reducing	trauma	aggravation	for	child	refugees	

Child	refugees	often	do	not	have	any	stability	in	their	lives;	they	have	lost	their	home,	their	friends,	
their	toys,	their	pets	and	potentially	their	family.	Having	endured	such	dangerous,	turbulent	and	
traumatic	situations	–	those	they	went	through	during	their	time	in	the	refugee	camps	but	also	
before	this	whilst	still	being	in	their	home	countries,	they	then	need	to	acclimatize	to	a	new	home;	
a	new	social	situation;	a	new	educational	model,	should	they	be	fortunate	enough	to	have	access	
to	education.	The	circumstances	these	children	endure	cause	increasing	levels	of	psychological	
morbidity,	 especially	post-traumatic	 stress	disorder,	 depression,	 and	 anxiety	disorders;	which	
have	 damaging	 results	 including	 but	 not	 limited	 to:	 withdrawal,	 hyper-alertness,	 emotional	
numbness	and	re-experiencing.	These	psychological	morbidities	can	have	long-lasting	effects	on	
school	performance,	social	development	(and	consequently,	on	later	functioning	in	the	workplace	
and/or	as	a	parent),	and	long-term	mental	health.	With	reports	coming	in	of	children	as	young	as	
10	committing	suicide	by	the	masses,	and	with	the	numbers	of	international	refugees	worldwide	
being	 at	 25.4	 million	 –	 of	 which	 half	 are	 under	 the	 age	 of	 18	 –	 this	 is	 a	 matter	 of	 extreme	
importance.	Crucial	to	working	on	a	holistic	way	to	deal	with	the	situation	is	the	discussion	on	
increasing	 the	 mental	 health	 resources	 for	 child	 refugees	 in	 countries	 with	 a	 big	 number	 of	
refugees	and	finding	methods	that	simplify	and	smooth	the	integration	process	of	child	refugees.	
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United	Nations	Environmental	Programme	

Countries:	Argentina,	 Australia,	 Brazil,	 Canada,	 China,	 Egypt,	 France,	
Germany,	 India,	 Indonesia,	Italy,	 Japan,	 Kenya,	 Mexico,	 Netherlands,	
Philippines,	Poland,	Russia,	South	Africa,	South	Korea,	Spain,	Sweden,	United	
Arab	Emirates,	United	Kingdom,	United	States	of	America	

	

Topic	A:	Tackling	climate	change	through	the	restriction	of	maritime	cargo	

Tackling	emissions	from	the	shipping	industry	is	a	key	step	in	slowing	down	climate	change	that	
is	 often	 glanced	 over	 by	 the	media.	 Due	 to	 the	 shipping	 industry’s	 ties	 to	 local	 governments,	
harbours	and	industries,	the	UNEP	has	the	potential	to	pave	the	way	to	crucial	changes.	Annually,	
ships	carry	around	80%	of	the	volume	of	all	world	trade	and	70%	of	its	value,	making	it	a	key	
element	in	the	global	economy.	Although	shipping	is	considered	to	be	very	energy	efficient,	it	still	
uses	large	amounts	of	bunker	fuels	–	a	by-product	of	crude	oil	refining	that	takes	a	heavy	toll	on	
the	environment.	1000	million	tonnes	of	CO2	are	emitted	annually	from	maritime	transport	and	
these	are	responsible	for	approximately	2.5%	of	global	greenhouse	gas	emissions.	Depending	on	
energy,	technological	and	economic	developments,	shipping	emissions	are	predicted	to	increase	
by	 50-250%	 in	 the	 next	 30	 years.	 Ultimately,	 the	 maritime	 cargo	 industry	 makes	 a	 sizeable	
contribution	to	global	warming	and	climate	change,	and	it’s	global	scope	and	likely	increase	in	size	
due	to	globalization	highlight	the	urgency	of	finding	suitable	and	sustainable	ways	to	target	the	
issue.	

	

Topic	 B:	 Using	 technological	 advances	 in	 crop	 development	 to	 reduce	 the	 environmental	
consequences	of	climate	change	

Even	a	minor	change	in	conditions	can	have	a	huge	impact	on	the	agricultural	output	of	a	single	
growing	season,	making	 long-term	agricultural	productivity	particularly	susceptible	 to	current	
and	future	climate	change.	Certain	plants	can	cope	with	climatic	changes	on	their	own	to	a	certain	
extent;	others,	such	as	base	crops	are	much	more	sensitive,	and	these	effects	are	felt	by	entire	
communities.	But,	there	is	not	a	lot	of	information	on	whether	plants	have	the	ability	to	naturally	
resist	high-temperatures	and	further	changes	that	are	likely	to	occur	in	the	near	future.	Human	
intervention	may	be	needed	to	ensure	that	crops	can	survive	in	a	changing	world	and	to	ensure	
future	food	security.	If	farmers	are	provided	with	the	right	information	to	help	sustain	their	crop	
in	the	future,	it	is	very	likely	that	they	can	make	many	of	the	necessary	adaptations	on	their	own.	
However,	most	will	find	it	very	difficult	because	of	the	various	obstacles	they	might	be	facing,	such	
as	the	lack	of	funds	to	make	such	investments	or	poor	soil	quality.	It	is	therefore	the	imperative	to	
consider	a	global	and	local	effort,	with	collaboration	between	local	governments	and	the	UNEP	to	
aid	farming	communities	through	long-term	sustainable	development	and	financing	research	to	
develop	new	technologies	and	potentially	crops,	which	could	be	accessible	to	all.	
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Economic	and	Social	Council	

Countries:	Australia,	Bangladesh,	Canada,	China,	Ethiopia,	France,	Germany,	
India,	 Indonesia,	 Iran,	 Italy,	 Kazakhstan,	 Kenya,	 Malaysia,	 Mexico,	
Netherlands,	 Nigeria,	 Pakistan,	 Russia,	 South	 Africa,	 Sri	 Lanka,	 Sweden,	
Turkey,	United	Kingdom,	United	States	of	America	

	

Topic	A:	The	consequences	of	China’s	Belt	and	Road	initiative	for	the	global	economy	

The	Belt	and	Road	Initiative	(BRI)	is	a	Chinese	effort	to	improve	trade	links	and	infrastructure	
between	China	and	65	other	countries,	which	currently	accounts	for	over	30%	of	global	GDP.	The	
BRI	consists	of	the	‘Silk	Road	Economic	Belt’	connecting	China	with	Central	and	South	Asia	and	
the	‘New	Maritime	Silk	Road’	linking	China	to	Southeast	Asian	nations,	the	Gulf	states,	North	Africa	
and	Europe.	The	Chinese	government	seeks	to	improve	regional	cooperation	by	offering	use	of	
their	 more	 developed	 transport	 infrastructure,	 reducing	 transportation	 costs	 and	 time.	
Consequently,	 countries	 may	 become	 dependent	 on	 China	 for	 investment	 funds	 and	 trade.	
However,	to	develop	the	BRI	significant	infrastructure	and	policy	reforms	are	necessary,	risking	
participant	 nation’s	 fiscal	 sustainability.	 Additionally,	 there	 are	 environmental	 and	 social	
consequences,	such	as	the	loss	of	biodiversity	due	to	large	scale	infrastructure	projects	which	are	
commonly	overlooked.	Furthermore,	there	is	a	large	risk	for	developing	countries	as	they	must	
take	loans	from	China	to	fund	these	large-scale	infrastructure	projects.	A	final	risk	lies	in	custom	
procedures	and	foreign	direct	investment	(FDI)	restrictions	amongst	BRI	countries,	where	policy	
barriers	can	 lead	to	 less	 free	borders	and	hinder	a	 fast	movement	of	goods	between	countries	
(both	within	and	outside	the	BRI).	

	

Topic	B:	Reducing	the	ties	between	plastic	and	the	food	industry	

The	mass	usage	of	plastic	has	come	to	be	recognized	as	a	global	problem	for	the	last	decade	and	
the	 food	 industry	 contributes	 to	 this	 problem	 in	 a	 variety	 of	 ways,	 from	 single-use	 plastic	
wrapping,	to	disposable	crockery.	Plastic	as	we	know	it	has	only	existed	for	the	last	90	years,	but	
in	that	time	it	has	transformed	everything	from	aspect	of	the	market,	including	product	design,	
engineering,	 production,	 packaging	 through	 which	 the	 food	 industry	 was	 transformed.	 The	
durability	 of	 plastic	 was	 seen	 as	 one	 of	 its	 biggest	 advantages	 but	 has	 come	 to	 be	 a	 major	
disadvantage	as	it	contributes	to	extensive	amounts	of	plastic	waste	and	filtering	into	the	plastic	
soup.	Recent	efforts	lead	by	local	activists	have	targeted	companies	and	local	governments,	calling	
for	a	reduction	in	the	usage	of	plastic	packaging	and	other	single-use	materials,	such	as	straws	
and	cutlery.	Key	to	this	will	be	the	discussion	of	single	use	plastics	and	the	attempt	to	increase	
recycling,	as	right	now	less	than	a	fifth	of	all	plastic	is	recycled	globally.	
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International	Labour	Organisation	

Countries:	Afghanistan,	Australia,	Bangladesh,	Canada,	China,	Côte	d’Ivoire,	
Eritrea,	France,	Germany,	India,	Israel,	Japan,	Malaysia,	Netherlands,	Nigeria,	
Pakistan,	 Russia,	 Saudi	 Arabia,	 South	 Korea,	 Syria,	 Turkey,	 USA,	 Ukraine,	
United	Kingdom,	Yemen	

	

Topic	A:	Creating	a	comprehensive	policy	plan	for	Target	8.7	of	Agenda	2030	

Created	 in	 2015,	 Target	 8.7	 is	 one	 of	 the	 169	 targets	 that	 form	 part	 of	 Agenda	 2030:	 “Take	
immediate	and	effective	measures	 to	eradicate	 forced	 labour,	 end	modern	slavery	and	human	
trafficking	and	secure	the	prohibition	and	elimination	of	the	worst	forms	of	child	labour,	including	
recruitment	and	use	of	child	soldiers,	and	by	2025	end	child	labour	in	all	its	forms.”	Whilst	all	193	
UN	members	worked	on	Agenda	2030,	a	special	coalition	of	8	countries	and	144	organizations	has	
been	made	which	will	focus	specifically	on	8.7.	The	thought	process	behind	this	alliance	was	that	
although	 individual	 steps	 have	 already	 been	made	 towards	 achieving	 the	 target,	meeting	 the	
target	by	2030	would	only	be	possible	through	a	combined	effort.	That	being	said,	the	coalition	is	
quite	young,	and	the	past	few	years	have	focussed	mainly	on	establishing	itself	and	starting	the	
necessary	work.	The	next	step	would	be	to	develop	the	plan	for	the	next	few	years	and	identify	
how	the	alliance	will	provide	effective	support	for	efforts	to	meet	the	Target,	and	this	is	exactly	
what	the	committee	should	be	aiming	to	achieve	by	the	end	of	the	conference.	

	

Topic	B:	The	potential	of	technology	in	addressing	labour	force	gaps	

Low-skilled	workers	are	often	claimed	to	be	those	most	harmed	by	technological	developments,	
as	 automated	 advancements	 regularly	 replace	 workers	 undertaking	 repetitive	 tasks.	 Many	
governments	 use	 the	 same	 rhetoric	 to	 justify	 protectionist	 measure	 so	 that	 such	 industry	
demographics	are	not	‘lost’.	They	are	most	prevalent	in	manufacturing,	accommodation	and	food	
service,	and	retail	trade,	and	include	some	middle-skill	jobs	–	in	these	sectors	unemployment	is	
rife.	However,	at	the	same	time	employment	opportunities	are	on	the	surge	for	workers	skilled	
and	 educated	 in	 IT	 and	 engineering	 related	 disciplines.	 Technology	 is	 benefiting	 those	 with	
greater	 analytical,	 problem	solving	and	 creative	 skills	 and	 countries	with	educational	projects	
stressing	careers	with	these	skills	benefit	economically.	The	anticipated	shift	in	the	activities	in	
the	labor	force	is	of	a	similar	order	of	magnitude	as	the	long-term	shift	away	from	agriculture	and	
net	decrease	in	manufacturing	share	of	employment	(in	countries	such	as	the	United	States),	both	
of	 which	 were	 accompanied	 by	 the	 creation	 of	 new	 types	 of	 work	 not	 foreseen	 at	 the	 time.	
Policymakers	 should	 embrace	 the	 opportunity	 for	 their	 economies	 to	 benefit	 from	 the	
productivity	 growth	 potential	 and	 put	 in	 place	 policies	 to	 encourage	 investment	 and	market	
incentives	to	foster	continued	progress	and	innovation.	At	the	same	time,	they	must	evolve	and	
innovate	adaptive	policies	that	help	workers	and	institutions.	This	will	likely	include	rethinking	
education	and	training,	 income	support	and	safety	nets,	as	well	as	transition	support	for	those	
dislocated.	The	ILO	as	an	organisation	that	brings	together	governments	and	the	labour	market	
plays	and	will	continue	to	play	an	important	role	in	their	transition	into	the	new	age	of	automation,	
and	the	protection	of	workers’	rights	as	throughout	these	changes.	
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INTERMEDIATE	

African	Union	

Countries:	Algeria,	 Angola,	 Cameroon,	 Central	 African	 Republic,	 Chad,	
Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo,	Egypt,	Eritrea,	Ghana,	Guinea,	Kenya,	Libya,	
Mali,	Mauritania,	Niger,	Nigeria,	Republic	of	Côte	d’Ivoire,	Rwanda,	Senegal,	
Somalia,	South	Africa,	South	Sudan,	Sudan,	Uganda,	Zimbabwe	

	

Topic	A:	Countering	the	desertification	and	deforestation	in	the	Sahel	region	

The	Sahel	is	a	biome	located	in	northern	Africa,	serving	as	a	transition	zone	between	the	Sahara	
Desert	to	the	North	and	the	savannas	in	the	South.	Recently,	the	Sahel	has	been	experiencing	a	
process	of	desertification,	which	has	a	drastic	social	and	environmental	impact	on	the	region.	This	
desertification	is	rooted	in	and	caused	by	over-farming,	overgrazing,	overpopulation	and	over-
logging	of	trees.	As	a	consequence	of	this,	dust	storms	have	been	becoming	more	frequent	and	
have	significantly	grown	in	size,	ravaging	the	region	and	local	populations	who	are	particularly	
susceptible	to	such	phenomena.	

In	 2007	 the	 African	 Union	 endorsed	 an	 initiative	 named	 Great	 Green	 Wall	 (GGW)	 from	 the	
Community	of	Sahel-Saharan	States	to	create	a	line	of	trees,	which	would	act	as	a	countermeasure	
for	the	desertification	of	the	Sahel.	The	idea	has	developed	considerably	to	include	environmental	
as	well	as	social	and	economic	factors,	now	to	be	hailed	as	Africa’s	flagship	initiative.	However,	
there	has	been	some	criticism	regarding	its	high-water	demand	for	the	planting,	and	the	impacts	
on	local	biodiversity.	Hence,	delegates	of	the	council	of	the	African	Union	should	look	specifically	
at	ways	to	improve	the	current	GGW	initiative	through	regional	and	continental	collaboration,	as	
well	as	joint	efforts	in	countering	desertification	and	deforestation	as	a	whole.	

	

Topic	B:	Justice	and	the	rehabilitation	and	reintegration	of	child	soldiers	

In	 2006	 the	 UN	 introduced	 the	 Integrated	 Disarmament	 Demobilisation	 and	 Rehabilitation	
Standards,	which	have	been	crucial	in	facilitating	and	providing	a	framework	for	the	rehabilitation	
and	reintegration	of	child	soldiers.	Child	soldiers	often	present	complex	cases	for	reintegration	
due	 to	 community	 recovery,	 and	 local	 stigmas	 regarding	 child	 soldiers,	 as	well	 as	 the	 trauma,	
drugs,	STD’s,	sexual	abuse	and	violence	that	the	child	may	have	been	exposed	to.	Furthermore,	
the	proper	reintegration	of	these	child	soldiers	is	also	crucial	for	the	future	security	of	the	region,	
as	 successful	 Disarmament,	 Demobilisation	 and	 Rehabilitation	 is	 a	 key	 part	 of	 a	 population’s	
healing	process	 following	 a	 conflict.	Many	of	 the	most	 recent	 and	devastating	 conflicts	 on	 the	
African	continent	have	involved	armies	of	child	soldiers,	and	so	this	is	of	particular	interest	to	the	
AU.	 Sierra	 Leone,	 Liberia	 and	 the	 Congo	 should	 be	 considered	 as	 past	 conflicts	 of	 particular	
interest;	 Sudan,	 Nigeria	 and	 the	 Central	 African	 Republic	 should	 be	 taken	 as	 crucial	 current	
conflicts	to	which	this	work	will	need	to	be	applied	to.	
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UNGA	6th	–	Legal	Committee	

Countries:	 Afghanistan,	 Argentina,	 Australia,	 Brazil,	 Canada,	 China,	 Egypt,	
France,	Germany,	India,	Japan,	Kenya,	Mexico,	Netherlands,	Philippines,	Poland,	
Russia,	 Saudi	 Arabia,	 Singapore,	 South	 Africa,	 Sweden,	 Thailand,	 United	
Kingdom,	United	States	of	America,	Vietnam	

	

Topic	A:	Corporate	and	state	responsibility	in	chemical	waste	disposal	

Chemical	waste	contains	harmful	chemicals,	usually	produced	by	large	factories,	and	these	must	
be	 disposed	 of	 properly	 to	 avoid	 environmental	 catastrophes.	 Increased	 levels	 of	 these	 toxic	
chemical	waste	 in	an	environment	can	cause	genetic	defects,	diseases,	nausea	and	many	more	
seriously	harmful	issues	including	death	that	impact	human	life	as	well	as	other	life	forms	who	
come	into	contact	with	it.	Commonly	toxic	chemical	waste	is	exported	from	developed	countries	
to	developing	countries,	and	forgotten	about.	This	procedure	is	known	as	toxic	colonialism	and	
helps	wealthier	nations	and	corporations	get	rid	of	the	dangerous,	polluting	waste.	These	are	able	
to	suppress	any	allegations	of	wrongdoing	when	the	soil	and	rivers	become	poisoned	and	local	
populations	 start	 showing	 symptoms	 of	 toxic	 exposure,	 and	 potentially	 dying.	 This	 is	 made	
possible	due	to	the	complexity	and	vitality	of	the	matter,	international	action	would	seem	to	be	
the	only	way	to	substantively	address	the	matter,	bring	about	the	necessary	changes	and	enforce	
accountability.	 The	 Legal	 Committee	 should	 take	 into	 consideration	 previous	 international	
legislature	on	similar	measures	to	guide	the	discussion.	

	

Topic	B:	Tackling	the	illegal	and	substandard	medication	in	LEDC’s	

If	 a	 prescription	 drug	 is	 considered	 unfit	 or	 dangerous	 to	 use,	 having	 failed	 the	 quality	
measurements	 and	 legal	 standards	 it	 is	 labelled	 as	 substandard	 medication.	 Recently,	use	 of	
substandard	medications	has	been	increasing	rapidly,	with	reported	increases	of	use	being	42%	
within	 Africa,	 21%	 within	 the	 Americas,	 21%	 within	 Europe	 and	 16%	 within	 Asia	 in	 2013.	
However,	 these	 figures	are	believed	to	be	only	a	small	percentage	of	 the	actual	usage,	and	are	
thought	to	be	much	higher,	specifically	in	LEDCs.	According	to	the	WHO,	1	out	of	10	circulating	
medical	products	in	LEDCs	is	falsified.	Due	to	the	now	often	globalized	production	process,	it	has	
become	increasingly	harder	to	control	the	trade	and	quality	of	medication.	

To	prevent	the	further	proliferation	and	usage	of	such	medication	the	WHO	created	the	Global	
Surveillance	and	Monitoring	System	(GSMS)	in	2013,	and	trained	550	regulators	in	144	countries,	
prior	to	which	there	was	no	monitoring	system.	Although	some	progress	has	been	made,	there	is	
still	a	long	way	to	go	before	the	problem	is	fully	eradicated,	thus	delegates	of	the	Legal	Committee	
are	invited	to	form	a	resolution	to	extend	the	GSMS	as	well	as	tackling	the	root	of	the	problem.	
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Committee	on	Crime	Prevention	and	Criminal	Justice	

Countries:	 Argentina,	 Australia,	 Bangladesh,	 Brazil,	 Canada,	 China,	
Egypt,	 France,	 Germany,	 India,	 Italy,	 Japan,	 Mexico,	 Netherlands,	
Portugal,	Qatar,	Russia,	Saudi	Arabia,	Spain,	South	Africa,	Switzerland,	
Turkey,	United	Kingdom,	United	States	of	America,	Uruguay	

	

Topic	A:	Investigating	and	addressing	corruption	and	crime	in	FIFA	in	the	2022	World	Cup	

In	December	2015,	16	Officials	of	the	FIFA	were	charged	by	the	United	States	with	racketeering,	
money	laundering,	and	wire	fraud	resulting	in	the	removal	of	the	FIFA	president	and	his	ban	from	
the	association	for	6	years.	Football	is	the	most	popular	sport	in	the	world,	and	the	world	cup	is	
one	if	not	the	world’s	largest	sporting	event	giving	football’s	governing	body	a	large	influence	on	
global	culture	and	politics.	Recently,	there	have	been	several	allegations	against	past	and	future	
host	countries	accusing	them	of	using	massive	bribes	to	obtain	hosting	rights	to	the	tournament.	
Additionally,	 FIFA	 has	 been	 known	 to	 have	 exploited	 local	 communities	 and	 governments	 of	
hosting	countries	and	disregarded	their	sentiments,	with	locals	sometimes	being	uprooted	from	
their	homes	to	make	way	for	infrastructure	for	the	world	cup.	

Qatar	is	the	next	host	of	the	World	Cup	in	2022,	and	the	situation	has	been	reported	to	be	a	human	
rights	disaster.	Use	of	migrant	construction	workers	has	already	resulted	in	hundreds	having	died	
building	 the	 stadiums	 due	 to	 poor	working	 conditions,	 and	 an	 estimated	 4000	more	migrant	
workers	are	expected	to	die	by	the	end	of	the	project.	The	rampant	corruption	involved	in	this	
process	is	alarming,	and	threatens	the	integrity	of	not	just	FIFA,	but	football	worldwide.	FIFA	has	
continued	 its	 policy	 of	 looking	 the	 other	 way	 and	 has	 not	made	 any	 substantive	 attempts	 at	
resolving	the	problems	in	Qatar,	or	their	own	internal	corruption.	The	CCPCJ	guides	the	activities	
of	the	United	Nations	in	the	field	of	crime	prevention	and	criminal	justice	and	as	such	should	be	
well	suited	towards	helping	resolve	such	an	often-disregarded	issue.	

	

Topic	B:	Criminalizing	the	misuse	and	reselling	of	prescription	drugs	

As	stress	and	pressure	under	high	school	students	and	university	scholars	keeps	rising,	the	usage	
of	 Ritalin,	 Adderall,	 Vicodin,	 antidepressants	 and	 other	 prescription	 drugs	 have	 also	 seen	 a	
notable	increase.	High	pressure	to	perform	well	is	a	growing	problem	in	higher	education,	this	
pressure	 bringing	 young	 adults	 to	 come	 to	 the	 edge	 of	 their	 limits,	 or	 even	 leading	 them	 to	
experience	 a	 burn	 out.	 Recently,	 this	 pressure	 has	 manifested	 itself	 in	 a	 growing	 misuse	 of	
prescription	drugs.	Ritalin	and	other	medication	help	focus,	enhance	concentration	and	reduce	
the	allures	of	distractions	but	they	are	only	distributed	based	on	a	prescription	because	of	the	
strong	effect	they	have.	This	has	created	a	black	market	where	teenagers	with	a	prescription	sell	
their	medication	 to	 other	 students,	 that	 do	 not	 officially	 need	 it.	 Using	 these	 drugs	without	 a	
prescription	 can	 be	 very	 dangerous	 as	 they	 can	 result	 in	 restlessness,	 higher	 blood	 pressure,	
increased	heart	rate,	nervousness,	insomnia,	exhaustion	and	on	the	long	term	even	depression.	
The	dangerous	results	of	these	prescriptions	drugs	on	students	without	a	prescription	urge	the	
international	community	to	find	solutions	to	prevent	these	sales	from	happening	and	to	increase	
the	mental	health	resources	offered	to	students	who	feel	like	they	would	otherwise	need	these	
prescription	drugs	to	function	and	to	focus.	

	



	 22	

Council	of	Olympus:	Crisis	Committee	

AUCMUN	is	very	excited	to	introduce	this	brand-new	committee:	The	Council	
of	 Olympus!	We	will	 be	 bringing	 your	 favourite	 beings	 from	 the	 ancient	
myths	 into	 the	 modern	 age,	 where	 they	 will	 be	 joined	 with	 some	 new	
characters	 in	 an	 unforgettable	 MUN	 experience.	 The	 Council	 will	 be	
simulating	 an	 emergency	 meeting	 of	 the	 Olympic	 gods,	 also	 featuring	
relevant	deities	and	figures	from	mythology.	Delegates	will	be	representing	
these	 different	 characters,	 defending	 their	 interests	 and	 wielding	 their	
powers	as	they	try	to	manage	natural	catastrophes	with	interpersonal	drama	that	only	the	Gods	can	
have	 –	 and	 of	 course,	 a	 dash	 of	 crisis	 to	 keep	 things	 from	 getting	 boring.	 If	 this	 sounds	 slightly	
overwhelming	but	ridiculously	fun,	then	that	is	exactly	what	we	want:	welcome	to	Olympus!	

	

Topic:	Global	warming	as	a	result	of	tumult	in	Olympus	

In	the	modern	world,	gods	and	goddesses	still	play	a	large	role	in	shaping	the	world	and	everyday	
life	 –	 and	as	always,	wielding	absolute	power	means	 that,	 anything	you	do	 can	offset	 a	 global	
disaster.	Some	of	the	Gods	have	grown	weary	of	seeing	humans	ravage	the	planet	and	the	tensions	
are	electric	and	everywhere	–	Olympus	is	teetering	on	a	crisis.	Poseidon	in	his	fury	is	raising	the	
sea	level	and	is	imploring	Apollo	and	Helios	to	raise	the	average	temperature	of	the	Earth	to	make	
it	unliveable	for	the	humans.	Meanwhile,	Hades	has	been	taking	Persephone	for	longer	periods	of	
time	 to	 the	underworld	as	 they	 try	 to	work	 through	 their	crumbling	marriage.	This	has	 led	 to	
longer	winters	and	harsher	summers	in	different	parts	of	the	world,	paired	with	poor	harvests	
worldwide	as	Demeter	refuses	to	perform	her	duties	in	protest.	Furthermore,	there	is	a	new	god	
in	town:	Enla,	child	of	Hades	and	Persephone,	has	been	struggling	to	come	to	terms	with	their	
identity,	 and	as	a	 consequence	of	 this	 the	Pacific	 climate	has	been	 thrown	 into	bedlam.	These	
events	have	disturbed	the	delicate	balance	of	order	in	Olympus	and	has	far-reaching	and	perilous	
consequences	for	all	beings	on	Earth	–	human	and	non-human	alike.	

Entities:	Aphrodite,	Apollo,	Ares,	Artemis,	Athena,	Demeter,	Dionysus,	Hades,	Hephaestus,	Hera,	
Hermes,	Persephone,	Poseidon,	Zeus,	Hercules,	Perseus,	Odysseus,	Theseus,	Hippolyta,	El	Niño,	La	
Niña,	Aeolus,	Pan,	Amphitrite,	Helios	
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ADVANCED	

United	Nations	Security	Council		

Countries:	Argentina,	 Bangladesh,	 Chile,	 China,	 Djibouti,	 Eritrea,	 Ethiopia,	
France,	Germany,	India,	Indonesia,	Iran,	Italy,	Kuwait,	Netherlands,	Pakistan,	
Russia,	Saudi	Arabia,	Somalia,	South	Sudan,	Sudan,	Sweden,	Turkey,	United	
Kingdom,	United	States	of	America	

	

Topic	A:	Re-evaluating	the	role	of	the	UNSC	resolving	the	Kashmir	Conflict	

Kashmir	 is	 a	 contentious	 region	 lying	 in	 the	 middle	 of	 the	 Himalayan	 Mountains,	 previously	
known	as	Jammu	and	Kashmir	during	the	time	of	British	colonial	rule.	With	the	partition	of	India	
and	Pakistan	in	1947,	mass	violence	erupted	between	different	religious	groups.	Most	Hindus	and	
Sikhs	moved	towards	the	area	now	known	as	India;	Muslims	headed	towards	Pakistan.	Following	
the	partition	and	several	bloody	religious	conflicts,	the	Kashmir	region	became	disputed	as	both	
new	countries	laid	claim	to	the	area.	After	three	wars	over	the	region	there	is	yet	to	be	a	peaceful	
resolution;	the	last	was	in	1999,	and	ended	in	Pakistan	withdrawing	its	troops,	as	highlighted	in	
the	1972	Simla	agreement.	The	Simla	Agreement	was	signed	whereby	the	countries	resolved	to	
settle	their	differences	by	peaceful	means	through	bilateral	negotiations,	and	stated	that	the	heads	
of	the	two	states	would	meet	after	the	signing	of	the	agreement	to	establish	durable	peace	and	
help	resolve	the	Kashmir	crisis.	The	envisioned	meeting	never	occurred.	

Today,	the	region	is	administered	chiefly	by	Pakistan	and	India;	China	too	retains	administrative	
control	over	the	Aksai	Chin	and	Trans-Karakoram	Tract	in	the	Kashmir	region,	which	they	dispute	
with	India.	Pakistan	highlights	human	rights	abuses	in	Kashmir	while	India	claims	that	Pakistan	
funds	militants	 in	 the	 disputed	 territory.	 It	 is	 the	main	 source	 of	 conflict	 between	 India	 and	
Pakistan	and	is	a	key	component	in	both	nations’	politics,	still	unresolved	71	years	after	partition.	
Following	 their	 last	 resolution	 on	 the	matter,	 Resolution	 47	 (1948),	 the	 Security	 Council	 has	
revisited	the	conflict	several	times,	to	little	success.	Delegates	in	the	committee	aim	to	break	this	
pattern.	

	

Topic	B:	Stabilizing	Eastern	Africa	through	the	inclusion	of	women	in	peacebuilding	efforts	

UNSC	Resolutions	1325	(2000)	and	1820	(2008)	were	amongst	the	first	to	explicitly	call	for	the	
inclusion	of	women	in	peacebuilding	processes;	from	them	the	Women,	Peace	and	Security	(WPS)	
framework	was	built	which	outlines	the	current	structure	for	addressing	such	matters	worldwide.	
Research	into	WPS	has	shown	that	when	women	are	included	in	peace	processes	an	agreement	is	
64%	more	likely	to	actually	achieve	a	peaceful	outcome,	20%	more	likely	to	last	over	two	years,	
and	35%	more	 likely	 to	 last	 over	 15	 years.	 The	 region	 known	 as	 East	Africa	 has	 experienced	
several	 decades	 of	 tumult	 and	 conflict,	 and	 still	 contains	 some	 of	 the	 most	 volatile	 political	
situations	 in	 the	world.	 However,	 two	 nations	 in	 the	 region	 now	 have	 50%	 or	 higher	 female	
representation	in	parliament,	and	local	efforts	to	include	women	in	reparational	community	work	
have	shown	to	be	quite	successful.	Having	women	be	actively	included	in	WPS	may	just	be	the	key	
to	stabilizing	the	region,	and	potentially	even	other	regions	worldwide.	
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International	Court	of	Justice	 	

Actors:	Judges	(15	–	US	will	be	replaced),	Ad	hoc	Judges	(2),	Defendant	(2),	
Prosecutor	(2),	Ambassador	Agents	(2),	Advisor	(2)	

	

Topic:	Palestine	v.	USA:	Relocation	of	US	Embassy	to	Jerusalem	

On	December	6th		2017,	 the	Trump	administration	 announced	 the	 relocation	of	 the	American	
embassy	from	Tel	Aviv	to	Jerusalem,	and	recognised	the	controversial	city		as	the	capital	of	Israel.	
The	UNGA	and	UNSC	have	stated	that	any	decisions	and	actions	which	purport	to	have	altered,	the	
character,	status	or	demographic	composition	of	the	Holy	City	of	Jerusalem	have	no	legal	effect,	
meaning	 that	 they	 are	 null	 and	 void	 under	 international	 law.	 This	 was	 reiterated	 in	 a	 UNSC	
resolution	on	18th	December	2017	which	failed	due	to	a	veto	by	the	USA.	In	response,	the	UNGA	
held	 an	 Emergency	 Special	 Session	 in	 which	 it	 adopted	 resolution	 ES-10/19,	 reaffirming	 the	
previous	statement	regarding	actions	and	decisions	regarding	Jerusalem	and	additionally	called	
for	all	states	to	refrain	from	the	establishment	of	diplomatic	missions	in	the	Holy	City	of	Jerusalem,	
pursuant	to	UNSC	Resolution	478	(1980).	

In	 July	 2018,	 the	 State	 of	 Palestine	 issued	 a	 declaration	 recognizing	 the	 competence	 of	 the	
International	 Court	 of	 Justice	 for	 the	 settlement	 of	 all	 disputes	 that	 may	 arise.	 The	 State	 of	
Palestine	 has	 requested	 the	 court	 to	 (a)	 declare	 the	 relocation	 as	 a	 breach	 of	 the	 Vienna	
Convention	 on	Diplomatic	 Relations	 in	 1961,	 (b)	 order	 the	USA	 to	withdraw	 their	 diplomatic	
mission	 from	Jerusalem	and	(c)	order	 the	USA	to	comply	with	 its	obligations	and	refrain	 from	
future	violations.	The	 ICJ	will	debate	Palestine’s	points	of	 contention,	 rule	whether	 the	USA	 is	
violating	international	law	and	on	the	aforementioned	points.	
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Historical	UNSC:	Crisis	Committee	

Countries:	Albania,	Algeria,	Canada,	Republic	of	China,	Colombia,	Finland,	
France,	Hungary,	Mauritania,	Mongolia,	Nepal,	Pakistan,	Paraguay,	People’s	
Republic	 of	 China,	 Saudi	 Arabia,	 Senegal,	 Somalia,	 Spain,	 Switzerland,	
Sweden,	 Turkey,	 Union	 of	 Soviet	 Socialist	 Republics,	 United	 Kingdom,	
United	States	of	America,	Zambia	

	

Topic:	Accession	of	the	PRC	to	the	ROC’s	seat	in	the	UN	in	the	mid-	to	late	1960’s	

With	the	communist	victory	in	the	Chinese	Civil	War	(1927	–	1950),	the	nationalists	fled	to	the	
Republic	of	China	(ROC)	to	establish	a	nationalist	Chinese	government	while	the	People’s	Republic	
of	 China	 (PRC)	 was	 established	 in	 the	 mainland.	 A	 One-China	 policy	 was	 adopted	 by	 both	
governments,	 as	 well	 as	 several	 other	 nations	 where	 only	 one	 of	 the	 two	 nations	 would	 be	
recognized	as	“China”.	The	ROC	held	a	seat	 in	the	UN	since	 its	 foundation,	and	had	permanent	
status	in	the	UNSC,	causing	the	USSR	to	boycott	the	Security	Council	in	protest.	In	the	1950s	and	
1960s,	countries	like	the	UK,	France,	Sweden	and	Switzerland	began	switching	their	recognition	
from	Taipei	to	Beijing	as	it	became	clear	that	the	ROC	was	unlikely	to	recover	the	country	they	
lost.	

In	1960,	the	political	relationship	between	the	Soviet	Union	and	the	PRC,	the	two	main	communist	
states	at	the	time,	began	to	deteriorate	in	what	became	known	as	the	Sino-Soviet	Split.	Due	to	Cold	
War	tensions	and	politics,	the	USA	began	seeking	rapprochement	with	China	in	order	to	control	
the	situation	in	Vietnam	and	use	them	as	a	political	tool	against	the	Soviet	Union.	In	the	1960’s,	
the	majority	of	countries	still	recognized	the	ROC	as	the	legitimate	government	of	China.	However,	
Albania	lobbied	for	annual	votes	to	recognize	the	PRC,	but	failed	in	a	General	Assembly	resolution	
in	1668.	The	debate	will	be	taking	place	in	1969,	when	times	are	changing,	and	positions	too...	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	 26	

SPONSORS	/	PARTNERS	

	

	

	

	

	

	

		


